The Qimaavik Transition House provides emergency crisis intervention and safe shelter for women, and their dependent children, who are devastated by family violence.  Residents are under tremendous stress and in many circumstances are completely demoralized by the trauma they have experienced.  Staff is constantly exposed to the horror experienced by clients, the nature of the work leaving them vulnerable to vicarious trauma.  The challenges are many and overall it can be a very stressful environment for anyone to live and work in.  This reality highlights the importance of creating an environment at Qimaavik that is bright, comfortable and aesthetically uplifting.

The challenge to fully creating that nurturing and uplifting environment is a financial one, with the current budget already falling short of what is needed for core operational costs.  Currently Qimaavik is furnished with second hand couches, tables/chairs, and dressers, much of which is falling apart.  Funding from The North Face would be spent to purchase some of the furnishings required.
1. All of the dressers in the bedrooms are old and most are broken or falling apart – the purchase of two new dressers for each bedroom would cost an estimated $6,000

2. The tables and chairs in the dining room are old and most of the chairs are broken or falling apart – the purchase of 25 new chairs would cost an estimated $2,500
3. Shelving and supplies are required for the sewing room – the purchase of shelving, sewing machine needles, thimbles, thread, material, etc would cost an estimated $1,500
4. New furniture is required to replace the old broken pieces in the lounge – the cost for adequate seating, shelving and lamps would be an estimated $2,500

*(shipping costs are also a huge factor in obtaining any of these items)

It would be great to have an event that is solely focused on brightening up Qimaavik.  Any items purchased would need to be assembled and we could incorporate that activity into the event.

These are only a few of the resources required by Qimaavik to create a more uplifting environment for women and their children to begin to heal from the impacts of violence in their lives.

