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Olya’s Story

Olya was born on November 25, 1984 in a small village in the Atlay Mountains situated in a rural area far from Moscow. Olya was an identical twin, but her sister died shortly after birth. As a child, Olya was bright and displayed a passion for poetry and music. 
At the age of fourteen, she was diagnosed with aplastic anemia and transferred to RCCH for treatment. An only child, Olya did not have a matched donor, required for a bone marrow transplant. Instead, she began treatment with immunosuppressant therapy. Her course of treatment was difficult and her recovery was tenuous. After a year of therapy, Olya achieved a complete remission.
As a result of her own experience, Olya decided to pursue a career in medicine. She is now in her fi nal year of medical school and hopes to become a pediatrician.  Olya’s story is just one example of the human impact of the aplastic anemia program at RCCH. Support for this program not only enhances the delivery of medical care in Russia, but makes a tangible difference in the lives of individual children.
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