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Thank you for helping us move from treating one patient at a time to caring for couples. When a woman is treated for an STI at antenatal care, but her partner is not, reinfection is likely, and that puts her pregnancy and her baby at risk. Between January and August 2026, your support allowed us to hold community outreach sessions, train community volunteers to carry this message into homes, and buy the lab test kits and medicines needed to screen and treat identified cases quickly.
The results are encouraging. About 38 couples were notified after one partner was confirmed positive, and slightly more than 20 of them came in for testing. Twelve couples were treated together, and about 8 of those couples have told us they are well, with no recurrence of infection. Men are also starting to show up for their families: about 4 couples now attend maternity visits together, and 3 attend immunization visits together. In a setting where it is mostly women who come to the health facility, this is a real change.
Behind these numbers are real families. One woman came to us after about three months of lower abdominal pain and abnormal discharge. She had visited several clinics in the city, and each time the treatment seemed to work, but the infection kept coming back. “I was disappointed when it returned,” she told us. At our facility, the clinician asked whether she was married and whether her partner had ever been treated. He visits only occasionally and had never agreed to be tested. Guided by the clinician over the phone, he agreed, came in, was tested and was treated with her. She has recovered, and she has not had those symptoms again.
There is still work to do. Close to half of the couples we notify have not yet come for testing, and many women still attend the clinic alone. In the coming months we will focus our outreach on men, follow up with couples who have not yet come, and keep counseling, community mobilization and confidentiality at the center of our work so that couples feel safe taking this step together. Thank you for standing with these families.
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