DESGUA´s School of Community Organizers: Changing lives in Mayan communities.
We are a group of returned Guatemalan immigrants and children of immigrants working to make local, integral and sustainable development a reality in our rural Mayan communities.  In our School of Community Organizers Mayan youth and adults receive leadership education in order to transform ¨opportunity¨ into the present and plural tense.  
Economic disempowerment and discrimination cause thousands of Mayan-Guatemalans to immigrate to the US every year.  Over 70% of the 1,500,000 Guatemalans presently living in the US are Mayan from rural communities and have had to leave their children, wives and entire families behind.  The problem doesn’t stop here!

The lack of educational and economic opportunities in rural areas, not only oblige migration, they also have a devastating effect on our local development and community cohesion.  DESGUA believes the solution is to create sustainable economic and educational opportunities right here in rural Guatemala.  

Since our founding in 2008, capacity building workshops in history, cultural policy, marketing, project presentation and administration have been a central part of our work.  It was in offering this service that we came to see the importance of the capacity building to be an ongoing and sustainable process.  Our solution, developed together with other community members and leaders, is the School of Community Organizers.

Through our School of Community Organizers both youth and adults from rural areas are able to pursue a quality education and--most importantly—are given the teacher training in order to transmit this new knowledge in their communities.  Our School of Community Organizers was first opened in 2011 with great acclamation.  Now in its second year we are happy to offer five sections.
2012 School of Community Organizers Sections include:

Technology and Participation: Course where young Mayan women learn important communicative technology skills such as computer and documentary filmmaking in order to communicate about issues affecting their communities and to seek community-centered solutions.  

Social Enterprise Administration & Management:  Classes on marketing, project presentation, administration and social business management offered to eco-tourism groups, textile cooperatives and individuals who want to open their own social enterprise.

Cultural & Educational Exchanges between Organized Groups: Organized groups of women and youth who meet with other groups that work in similar project areas in order to exchange lessons learned and solutions to common challenges. 

Art & Social Change: Workshops from visiting artists for youth from rural areas to develop artistic skills with a social message.  Workshops include skill development in the areas of painting, muralism, book binding, drawing and writing.  

Cultural Empowerment & Mayan Worldview: Course that cultivates the exchange of ancestral knowledge.  Designed for youth and community leaders to share knowledge and receive classes on history, symbolism, and Mayan Cosmovision as a science and philosophy.  

As the alumni become those who educate in their communities, the School of Community Organizers fosters community cohesion and development.  This model of education where the students become the teachers and educational promoters enhances community autonomy which in turn enhances empowerment. 

Project Message:
¨There are many people who think because I come from the country side and because I am indigenous I have no need to learn how to use the internet.  Thanks to DESGUA, I am able to communicate directly through e-mail with tourists who are interested in visiting our coffee farm¨ - Magdalena Perez Vasquez participant in Technology and Participation  

