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MIND Foundation is a not-for-profit organization providing free lifelong learning
opportunities to children and youth in disadvantaged communities within Nigeria
and Africa. MIND Foundation was founded and incorporated with Corporate
Affairs Commission on July 3rd, 2006.

Our Mission:

To bridge the literacy and digital divide by using ICT to foster lifelong learning
and hands-on education for children and youth in Nigeria and Africa.

Our Vision:

To be the catalyst for a decade-long mind revolution resulting in several genera-
tions of sharp-minded, highly skilled youth who have the moral foundation, direc-
tion, educational & ICT skills to compete in the global economy by the end of a
decade.

MIND protégées who appreciate their potential for leadership and have a com-
munity perspective with a passion for excellence.
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Lifelong Learning

Education is essential in en-
suring that our future gen-
erations’ leaders are well-
informed and competent.

Unfortunately, because the
quality of education varies so
greatly across regions, most
school systems in Nigeria
(particularly in rural commu-
nities) fail to deliver the level
of education necessary to
ensure global competitive-
ness among school leavers.

Due to a number of factors,
many students have limited

access to books, classroom
materials and equipment,

After-school Programmes

MIND Foundation is offering
a free learning programme
to children and youth in ru-
ral communities and other
disadvantaged sectors.

MIND does not seek to re-
place the formal school edu-
cation rather; it serves as a
catalyst to equip young
school-age children with
skills and competencies re-
quired to reach their full po-
tential in every area of per-
sonal and academic life by
combining the academic
strengths of the formal cur-
riculum with a new and dy-
namic focus on ICT, voca-
tional skills, leadership devel-
opment and the community.

MIND’s focus areas are:

e Digital learning
e Vocational skills
¢ Leadership Development

Through an after-school life-
long learning program for
students, MIND encourages
the use of information and
communications technology
(ICT) to enhance learning at
all levels.

ICT-enabled learning will
bridge the digital gap for ru-
ral students and afford them
access to information and
resources that, due to high
costs and other factors,
were previously not attain-
able. Furthermore, the acqui-
sition of fundamental ICT
skills encourages students to
explore the Internet on their
own, thus multiplying their
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teachers lack the training to
engage their students in
learning and lesson plans are

often outdated or irrelevant. 7ot school sys-

tems in Nigeria
(particularly in
rural communities)
fail to deliver the
level of education
necessary to en-
sure global com-
petitiveness.

As a way to combat this
trend, MIND Foundation is
providing free learning op-
portunities to enable stu-
dents have an enriched
learning experience and de-
velop an enthusiasm for life-
long learning.

educational opportunities.

Since inception, MIND Foun-
dation has trained students
in several communities in
Rivers State and plans to
replicate same in other parts
of the country and then Af-
rica.

By giving opportunities to
rural youth to realize the full
potential, MIND is contribut-
ing to the economic devel-
opment of these communi-
ties and our nation as a
whole.
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Dgrtal Learning

Digital learning module
consists of |CT-based
learning activities which
are an integral part of
the MIND programme.

In this module , MIND is
providing access to ICTs
and bridging the digital
gap for rural youth who
would otherwise not
have the opportunity or
access to ICT education.
In addition to developing

digital competencies
among rural youth,
MIND is helping to im-
prove students’ achieve-
ment levels in Math, Eng-
lish and Science through
computer-aided instruc-
tional resources.

MIND’s vision is to de-
velop sharp-minded and
highly skilled youth who
have the educational and
ICT skills to compete in
the global economy.




Yocational Skills

Hands-on vocational skills
learning, is an initiative of
MIND Foundation to equip
youths with basic skills that
will prepare them to enter

into the workforce with a
significant advantage for suc-
cess and thereby reduce
poverty in the society.

Surveys have shown that
youth restiveness thrives in
an environment of discon-
tent and poverty.

Through this module, MIND
is harnessing creativity and
emphasizing hands-on educa-
tion among youths and also
improving the skills, attitudes

Leadership development

In order to tackle the chal-

lenges of youths today,
MIND provides leadership
coaching and mentoring

based on timeless leadership
principles to enable youth
make informed decisions and
live productive adult lives.

The leadership module also
involves community service
learning projects with the
objective of teaching young
people to give back to soci-
ety by volunteering their

time and talents to the bet-
terment of their communi-
ties and society as a whole.

It is also a reciprocal method
of giving back since participa-
tion in the programme is
sponsored by donors on
their behalf.

MIND foundation is prepar-
ing youth to be good leaders
and agents of change and
development in their com-
munities.

and behaviours of youth for
self employment
Empowering rural youth
with skills will enable them
take informed decisions
about their own develop-
ment and make meaningful
contribution to society.

The MIND learning program
seeks to provide youth with
certified skills that are rele-
vant to the oil and gas sec-
tor, telecommunications and
general trade industries.
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MIND is
improving the
skills, attitudes
and behaviors
of youth for self

-employment.




Since July 2007, MIND Foundation has been providing free learning opportunities to
students in resource-challenged schools and rural communities.

Through a tried and tested training model, MIND has successfully implemented ICT-
enabled learning in remote community schools, empowering young students between
the ages of 10 — |5 years with knowledge and skills to achieve academic excellence and
global competitiveness.

In a short span of 3 years, MIND Foundation has already created a trailblazing success
story in Rivers State and Enugu State especially in rural communities such as Amadi-
Ama, Abuloma, Eneka, Igwurutta and Rumukwurushe (Rivers) Iva-Valley, Obioma and
Umuabi (Enugu) where the programme has been established and running in their com-
munity schools till date.

To achieve our objectives, MIND partners with professionals who volunteer their time
and expertise to coach and mentor MIND Kids.




Get Involved, become a MIND Pariner

To maximize our impact,
MIND Foundation is working
closely with a wide range of
partners form the public, pri-
vate and non-profit sectors.,
all of whom contribute their
expertise, organizational
strengths, resources and net-
works to the actualization of
our goals.

As Individuals, Corporate Or-
ganizations, Institutions,
NGO:s, you can partner with
MIND Foundation in the fol-
lowing ways:

e Be a volunteer

Donate towards or spon-
sor a MIND project

Become a CSR (corporate
social responsibility) part-
ner of MIND Foundation

Adopt community devel-

opment initiatives of

MIND
e Sponsor a child

e Sponsor a school

Establish MIND learning
centres in communities
where you work.

For more information on part-
nership with MIND, please call
us on 07023039695 or send an
email to info@mindafrica.org .

For more information on
MIND Foundation’s activities.
visit our website at
www.mindafrica.org
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MIND... Another Approach

to C

With the combined
efforts at solving the
Niger Delta problem
gaining momentum,

different organisa-

tions are applying dif-

ferent approaches at
resolving the same
malaise, which has

brought the economy

of the area to its

knees. The latest is

targeted at the youth

of school age.

Ahamefula Ogbu

writes

n the suburbs of Abuloma, a sleepy town that
adjourns Port Harcourt is the Community
Secondary School, Abuloma which has been
chosen to experiment an approach at engaging

the Niger Delta youth in a manner that would
g m self reliant by the age of completing
1 secondary education. The children number-
_ing about 30 were in a classroom, which reeked of
Ammonia but on inquiry. the teacher explained that it
was a chemical used for tie and dye lessons.

They also enthusiastically laboured af putting into
practios what were being tanght with the class-
room. In the end, each student clutched his or her

shite T-shirt, which was to be died and stood round
the woman who imparted the knowledge. To her. she
was already through for the day's lesson as the chil-
dren had learmed the basics of tie and dye.

That segment however came after their daily com-
puter lessons where each of the participants has a lap-
top to him or herself and will be meant to graduate
with it to zo home with and form cells of other youth
in their residential areas for another round of imparta-

o,

The scheme, which is operating under a registered
foundation according 1o the originator of the idea, and
Managing Director. Oildata Logging Services, Mr.
Emeka Ene. is aimed at achieving results within the
next len years by which time the scheme, would have
Irike amaeba, split into different animals of the same
features

Ene said that he drew his projection period of yield
from what ned in the 'eé’g:m monfmfhcre the
Tate Chief Obaremi Awolowo gave free education and
forty years or mote down the line. the region is now
R}gyin_g adominant role in almest all the sectors of the

izerian economy.

‘He yet cited another example where he noted that
in the 60s, the farmer Mid Westem region use to
record the lowest entry in West Afncan School
Centificate until they were sensiised, adding that as at
today, that region also produces the highest number of
students who enter for the examinations. He therefore
concluded that given time. the seed of diverting the
artention of the youths into productive ventures by
educationzl means would have the same ripple effect
on the region.

Ene is of the view that if the vouth are trained in
different trades which are relevant in the economy.
they will be better positioned to fend for themselves,
which will make crime less attractive to them. He
agrees that it will work 1o contribute to the overall
peace efforts in the Niger Delta.

“This is part of the seed effort at sustainable peace
ier Delta. Most times. pople ask what those

in the Niger Delta environment are con-
tributing to the host communities well being. We are
taking this initiative hoping that other people will buy
into the idea™, he said. wi

* Some of the participating mh

eck Youth Militancy

The main idea is ta train the children in all kinds of
skills acquisition like wielding, fashion designing,
electrical mobile phone repairs among others so
that by the time they leave secondary schoel, those
that do not have the means or ability to proceed fur-
ther in their education would have been sufficiently
skilled to fand for themselves while those who want
to go for higher education would have higher propen-
sity 10 make money and would therefore have higher
propensity to survive even in school environment
without resorting to crime.

Ene said they established a foundation with the

that other people will join them on seeing the
good intention and effective approach of the pro-
gramme, sesing in ready allies, the Petroleum
Technology Association of Nigeria which had been
embarking in similar pgcts to elicit peace from the
grasstoots in the Niger Delta.

On how &mmﬂm stted, Ene said he
a hed scl 1o parmer with them. adding that
selection of any schood to run the programme must be
based on willingness to panicipate and the involve-
O s ey

schools, , red to participate so lim-
ited it to those who indicated inller?.s('.Jotc

“Like every new idea. it is bound to elicit some
resistance, but by the tme it gathers momentum, Tam
sure that those that rejected the idea would stant rush-
ng to have their schools enlisted in the scheme, so we
are not worried by the initial response”, he said.

On the selection 55 of participants, he said the
best students who also exhibited interest and orzani-
sational capabilities were chosen on equal number of
zender.

The girls were tested differently from the boys and
the best among them selected to start the scheme. Itis
not a take all h as the students are to use their
hands 0 build things that the school would need but
under the supervision of their teachers and some
cxperts, For example. the students in Abuloma are 1o
butld on ineinerator for the school with the resources
provided by MIND Foundation and under the super-
vision of an environmental expert to be brought by the
Foundation. After, the students will then clear the
grass in the compound and incinerate in the facility
thev built.

The incineraior, Ene explained. would serve as the
contribution of the stadents to their immediate envi-

ronment, pointing out that they were being trained in
civic responsibility and other value oriemation w
make them rounded ible leaders in their com-
munity as possible leaders of tomormow,

One of the tustees. Ms. Esi Ogor who coordinat-
ed with her overall, looking like one of the trainees
expressed elation at the rate the students were pro-

sing, pointing out that even the reachers were now
coking at the setting up of MIND clubs, reading
clubs and cell creation by different groups drawn
from participating schools. ;

She stated that the programme at Abuloma would
cover the areas of “Volunigerism (where a service
leaming project will be executed), Leadership devel-
;zprmm.\’.‘ompmr training activity using the Techno

ids package and Vocational skills leaming (Tie and
3

he said the project was conceived and what they
‘intend w do differently to achieve results instead
of repeating what others are doing, she described
it as a move to achicve a mind revolution among
the young people in the Niger Delta so as 10
change their mindset and wake up in them, bottled up
innate abilities which they are expected to put into

good use for safe and secure environment, future and |

self actualisation.

“MIND Foundation is a start-up pon-profit organ-
isation with & mission o bridge the lieracy and digi-
wl divide by using ICT to foster life-long learing and
hands-on education for children und youth of our
Nation and then, Africa.

“The vision of a foundation such as MIND was
bome out of a desire to be the catalyst for a decade-
long mind revalution resulting in several senerations
of sharp-minded, highly skilled youth wha have the
moral foundation, direction. educational and 1CT
skills 1o compete in the global economy by the end of
adecade.

“The MIND Foundauon's goals are to devel
Tighly skilled protégés with swong character and leac-
ership qualities that are set to compete in the glabal
economy. develop individuals with an appreciation
for our nch cultural identity. and provide career guid-
ance for these talented individuals with a passion for
excellence”, she stressed.

She was of the opinion that a lot of educational pro-
grammies couid be worked into the scheme and lost
values revived more easily than camying out open

Like every new idea, it is bound to elicit some
resistance, but by the time it gathers momen-
tim, I amt sure that those that rejected
the idea would start rushing to have their.
cschoolsienlisted .. o i v bx

campaigns. She opines that it would be faster resur-
recting dead value systems in the society since the
scheme has the advantage of targeting the young
when they stll have pliable minds and have the
capacity to positively 1 others.

According to Esi.“We are not able now to take the
programme to all parts of the Niger Delta or even the
State at the same time but will groom thase that will
take the message down to other places. Starting from
where we are, it will spread. Every equipped child
will then create a cell and sponsored by our
Foundation ta build others in skills. computer knowl-
edge as application and other relevant skills that we
are teaching them”™.

She described the Abuloma scheme as a pilot.
which on completion, they will move out to other
places but insisted that the prenequisite for benefiting
must be that the heads of participating schools must
show enthusiasm to participate and must involve care
mh;rs in cerain subjects to be in all the classes they
hand|

“Within the three years the students will be
groomied, they are to meet a certain contact time to be
qualified 10 benefit from the set up of their cells and
must have completed certain community services.
We want to teach them the principle of giving and
how w positively impact on the lives of others. We
will work with them and gradually achieve that criti-
cal mass that will be needed to push the.

“In the course of these activities, the students have
expressed high interest in acquiring ICT skills and
have demonstrated: remarkable abilities. They have
also developed an appreciation for community values
and teamwork as they plan their service project
2 fad *operation keep our environment clean” which
w%l be implemented on the last day of the program.

“This has made learning fun for these sudents
while imbibing leadership values as they do the Rap
atintervals. The tie and dye practical class was a huge
success as the students each emerged with a finished
project of beautifully designed T-shirt, which shall be
woim on the last day. PE activities every afternoon
have also helped 1o keep them alen and feel better
about themselves.

*As aresult of these planned activities. the students
have demonstrated an increase in self-esteem. which
will go a long way to support academic achievement
for them”,

Executive Director of the foundation, Mis, Olere
Tuebbey who after watching the children theough a
session expressed salisfaction on the resulls so far
achieved said there was need for wamwork, which
wass only possibly on voluntary involverent, adding
that the students were performing hevond her expec-
tations. which was a justification that such chances
should be created.

Being wsed o good life and capacity of tinking
straight will surely make its comributions we s

rexolving the resort to militaey and otlier criny
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MIND . .. Another Approach to Check Youth Militancy

08.09.2007

With the combined efforts at solving the Niger Delta problem gaining momentum, different organisations are
applying different approaches at resolving the same malaise, which has brought the economy of the area to its
knees. The latest is targeted at the youth of school age. Ahamefula Ogbu writes

In the suburbs of Abuloma, a sleepy town that adjourns Port Harcourt is the Community Secondary School, Abuloma
which has been chosen to experiment an approach at engaging the Niger Delta youth in a manner that would make them
self reliant by the age of completing their secondary education. The children numbering about 30 were in a classroom,
which reeked of Ammonia but on inquiry, the teacher explained that it was a chemical used for tie and dye lessons.

They also enthusiastically laboured at putting into practice what they were being taught with the classroom. In the end,
each student clutched his or her white T-shirt, which was to be died and stood round the woman who imparted the
knowledge. To her, she was already through for the day’s lesson as the children had learned the basics of tie and dye.
That segment however came after their daily computer lessons where each of the participants has a laptop to him or
herself and will be meant to graduate with it to go home with and form cells of other youth in their residential areas for
another round of impartation.

The scheme, which is operating under a registered foundation according to the originator of the idea, and Managing
Director, Oildata Logging Services, Mr. Emeka Ene, is aimed at achieving results within the next ten years by which time
the scheme, would have like amoeba, split into different animals of the same features.

Ene said that he drew his projection period of yield from what happened in the Western region where the late Chief
Obafemi Awolowo gave free education and forty years or more down the line, the region is now playing a dominant role in
almost all the sectors of the Nigerian economy.

He yet cited another example where he noted that in the 60s, the former Mid Western region use to record the lowest
entry in West African School Certificate until they were sensitised, adding that as at today, that region also produces the
highest number of students who enter for the examinations. He therefore concluded that given time, the seed of diverting
the attention of the youths into productive ventures by educational means would have the same ripple effect on the region.
Ene is of the view that if the youth are trained in different trades which are relevant in the economy, they will be better
positioned to fend for themselves, which will make crime less attractive to them. He agrees that it will work to contribute to
the overall peace efforts in the Niger Delta.

“This is part of the seed effort at sustainable peace in the Niger Delta. Most times, people ask what those working in the
Niger Delta environment are contributing to the host communities well being. We are taking this initiative hoping that other
people will buy into the idea”, he said.

The main idea is to train the children in all kinds of skills acquisition like wielding, fashion designing, electrical and mobile
phone repairs among others so that by the time they leave secondary school, those that do not have the means or ability
to proceed further in their education would have been sufficiently skilled to fend for themselves while those who want to go
for higher education would have higher propensity to make money and would therefore have higher propensity to survive
even in school environment without resorting to crime.

Ene said they established a foundation with the hope that other people will join them on seeing the good intention and
effective approach of the programme, seeing in ready allies, the Petroleum Technology Association of Nigeria which had
been embarking in similar projects to elicit peace from the grassroots in the Niger Delta.

On how the programme started, Ene said he approached schools to partner with them, adding that selection of any school
to run the programme must be based on willingness to participate and the involvement of the teachers and head of
institution. Many of the schools, he said, refused to participate so they limited it to those who indicated interest.

“Like every new idea, it is bound to elicit some resistance, but by the time it gathers momentum, | am sure that those that
rejected the idea would start rushing to have their schools enlisted in the scheme, so we are not worried by the initial
response”, he said.

On the selection process of participants, he said the best students who alsc exhibited interest and organisational
capabiliies were chosen on equal number of gender.

The girls were tested differently from the boys and the best among them selected to start the scheme. Itis not a take all
approach as the students are to use their hands to build things that the school would need but under the supervision of
their teachers and some experts. For example, the students in Abuloma are to build an incinerator for the school with the
resources provided by MIND Foundation and under the supervision of an environmental expert to be brought by the
Foundation. After, the students will then clear the grass in the compound and incinerate in the facility they built.

The incinerator, Ene explained, would serve as the contribution of the students to their inmediate environment, pointing
out that they were being trained in civic responsibility and other value orientation to make them rounded responsible
leaders in their community as possible leaders of tomorrow.

One of the trustees, Mrs. Esi Ogor who coordinated with her overall, looking like one of the trainees expressed elation at
the rate the students were progressing, pointing out that even the teachers were now looking at the setting up of MIND
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clubs, reading clubs and cell creation by different groups drawn from participating schools.

She stated that the programme at Abuloma would cover the areas of “Volunteerism (where a service learning project will
be executed), Leadership development, Computer training activity using the Techno Kids package and Vocational skills
learning (Tie and Dye)".

She said the project was conceived and what they intend to do differently to achieve results instead of repeating what
others are doing, she described it as a move to achieve a mind revolution among the young people in the Niger Delta so
as to change their mindset and wake up in them, bottled up innate abilities which they are expected to put into good use
for safe and secure environment, future and self actualisation.

“MIND Foundation is a start-up non-profit organisation with a mission to bridge the literacy and digital divide by using ICT
to foster life-long learning and hands-on education for children and youth of our Nation and then, Africa.

“The vision of a foundation such as MIND was borne out of a desire to be the catalyst for a decade-long mind revolution
resulting in several generations of sharp-minded, highly skilled youth who have the moral foundation, direction,
educational and ICT skills to compete in the global economy by the end of a decade.

“The MIND Foundation's goals are to develop highly skilled protégés with strong character and leadership qualities that
are set to compete in the global economy, develop individuals with an appreciation for our rich cultural identity, and
provide career guidance for these talented individuals with a passion for excellence”, she stressed.

She was of the opinion that a lot of educational programmes could be worked into the scheme and lost values revived
more easily than carrying out open campaigns. She opines that it would be faster resurrecting dead value systems in the
society since the scheme has the advantage of targeting the young when they still have pliable minds and have the
capacity to positively affect others.

According to Esi, “We are not able now to take the programme to all parts of the Niger Delta or even the State at the same
time but will groom those that will take the message down to other places. Starting from where we are, it will spread. Every
equipped child will then create a cell and sponsored by our Foundation to build others in skills, computer knowledge as
application and other relevant skills that we are teaching them”.

She described the Abuloma scheme as a pilot, which on completion, they will move out to other places but insisted that
the prerequisite for benefiting must be that the heads of participating schools must show enthusiasm to participate and
must involve core teachers in certain subjects to be in all the classes they handle.

“Within the three years the students will be groomed, they are to meet a certain contact time to be qualified to benefit from
the set up of their cells and must have completed certain community services. We want to teach them the principle of
giving and how to positively impact on the lives of others. We will work with them and gradually achieve that critical mass
that will be needed to push the.

“In the course of these activities, the students have expressed high interest in acquiring ICT skills and have demonstrated
remarkable abilities. They have also developed an appreciation for community values and teamwork as they plan their
service project tagged ‘operation keep our environment clean’ which will be implemented on the last day of the program.
“This has made learning fun for these students while imbibing leadership values as they do the Rap at intervals. The tie
and dye practical class was a huge success as the students each emerged with a finished project of beautifully designed
T-shirt, which shall be worn on the last day. PE activities every afternoon have also helped to keep them alert and feel
better about themselves.

“As a result of these planned activities, the students have demonstrated an increase in self-esteem, which will go a long
way to support academic achievement for them”.

Executive Director of the foundation, Mrs. Olere lluebbey who after watching the children through a session expressed
satisfaction on the results so far achieved said there was need for teamwork, which was only possibly on voluntary
involvement, adding that the students were performing beyond her expectations, which was a justification that such
chances should be created.

Being used to good life and capacity of thinking straight will surely make its contributions towards resolving the resort to
militancy and other crimes.
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