Summary

This project will fund the continued education of students who have graduated from our Mercy Children's Centre elementary school. For five years now we have offered a rudimentary, but Kenyan certified, elementary education to some of the most vulnerable children of a particularly shanty town of Nairobi. Now we have graduated several students, and we have widened our base of AIDS orphans. So we would like to include our sponsorship of a few friends who do not live in the Kawangware slum.  We might even be able to set up a personal relationship between these needy secondary school students and the donors who pay for their education, and could maybe also offer friendship from over the seas. Computers are still a major luxury item in Kenya and our kids do not have access to the internet but we hope to build their communication capacities with the outside world despite this handicap. Hopefully their secondary schools will have computer classes for example.
Funding Information:
There is a group of four boys and a girl who started Form 1 last year as part of MCCs failed attempt to develop our own secondary facilities. This year they need to enroll in an already established boarding school and redo their freshmen year of high school because they were too disrupted by our own administrative and staffing problems at MCC to complete form 1 last year. 

This entrepid group of students are as follows:

Wambua Stephen Mutiso, who, at 18 years old, had chosen homelessness in Nairobi rather than to return to his distant relatives in Machakos without an education. 

Edwin Imole Etyang, aged 17, similarly has no family who can support him in Nairobi but dreams of a high school degree.

Elvis Ondego Bahati, aged 16, who dreams of being an airplane pilot one day, has a safe place to stay with relatives in town but nobody can afford to educate him.

Francis Maghanga Wamid, also 16 years old, originally comes from the coast of Kenya but wants to go to the same school as the other boys because they are the only family he has ever known.

Lorna Navalayo Stuma is 17 years old and now that her time with the Mercy Centre is over she has nothing to do all day but sit in her stepmother’s one room apartment in Kawangware. This is obviously not an ideal situation and we would like to change it.
Moses Agan, aged 16, is no longer in Nairobi but his friends assure me that he is very eager to continue his education if he can get sponsorship.

The price for most boarding schools in Kenya is about 23,000 Kenyan shillings (roughly three hundred dollars) per three month  term but the students also have to furnish their own room with bedding, towels, uniforms, gym cloths etc so when they start a new school there are more upfront costs.

We also have two new students, who just graduated in Dec. 2011 from grade 8 and who – despite all the upheavals they experienced – still managed to do very well on their national exams. We would like to send them on to secondary school at an academically rigorous boarding school ‘up country’:
Timoth Karakacha is starting school on Monday February 6th at a Quaker school in Western Kenya. He got very high grades on the national 8th grade exam and is very serious about his studies – he hopes to be an engineer one day. 
Clarisse Afandi wants to go to an all girls school with her friend Lorna.
Finally our greater community includes a few other AIDS orphans who need to continue their education, even though they have been unable to attend MCC primary school (they live too far away, and transportation is very difficult in Nairobi)
Peter Simbi is 15 years old. He lost his parents about 6 years ago and has been shuttled around between aunts, cousins and grandparents since then. He graduated from class 8 last year and is presently living in a privately run home for boys. Though he is a smart young man he didn’t do very well on the national exams and is very discouraged with life. He could probably really use a boost with his life.
Roseann Elizabeth Atienno Oluoch Omondi is starting grade 7, while she lives with her grandmother. Like so many orphans she has a large needy extended family who can’t really cover her school costs.
Kenya has roughly 1.5 million AIDS orphans and they all need someone to care for them. Almost every Kenyan therefore has some extended family member who needs orphan care and most of them struggle valiantly to keep these children in education. But we at MCC know of these particular kids and we promise to spend every last dime that we raise from this drive to continue their education for at least another year. 
Thank you for your support.
