
Dear Duan, Your poem reminded me that it is so hard for all of 
us to find "beauty in the struggle." You remind us of that and 
then you open yourself up to share with us how YOU found 
hope and beauty within the walls of your cell. Your example 

and your vulnerability really draw the reader in to look closer at 
our lives and what is hard and how we can find beauty in that. 
Thank you for both your vulnerability and for encouraging us 

to look for hope - because we can find it. - Esther

Dear Duan, I feel so 
empowered a�ter reading 
your poem! It's something 
I could read each day to 
remind myself how much 
learning, growth, and 
resilience comes from 
both the ups and the 
downs. We sometimes 
don't associate "beauty" 
with "strug�le," but it 
really seems like the 
perfect connection. I've 
probably learned a lot 
more from those times of 
strug�le than anything 
else in my life, and it 
sounds like you have too. 
The lines about failing and 
winning especially stuck 
with me. Thank you for 
these powerful messages 
and words of wisdom to 
take forward! - Adrian

Dear Duan, Beautiful! Our 
struggles make us. I admired how 
you shared how you've turned 
your cha�enges into something 
positive by turning your ce� into 
a classroom. Even when we are 
"wrapped in a dark place" we are 
sti� worthy of love, and 
sometimes we can't see that until 
we recognize the beauty of the 
hardships we faced. I'm sure this 
piece wi� move many others 
tonight. - Casey

De�r ��a�; I li�� �h� �a� t��� y�u �����d ��is ����-- s�a�t��� b� 
as���g ��u� r���e�s �� �h�� �hi�� t���� is ���u�y �� �h� ��ru��l� - in 
o�r ��r���le.  The� ��� s�i�- up ��� s���e  t�� ��a�t� �� yo�� �t���g�e. 
 Yo� g��e �� t��e �� t���k a���� t�e ���s�i�� - an� �h�� �� le��� f��� 
yo�.  An� �re��y ���h ��� of �� ��ve ���� s��ug���!! Yo� s��� t�e 
wi���m �� �re���� i�n ��u�s!!  Ke�p �� �he ����t ��it���!!  Deb���

Duan, We so often use the 
term "collateral damage." 
I love how you flip that and 
write about the "collateral 
beauty" that comes from 
struggle. Keep on 
struggling, learning, 
growing, persevering, and 
writing! Hannah

Powerful words right there, 
Duan. I really needed to hear 
that, thank you for your 
insight. Indeed, what is success 
without struggle? Thank you 
for sharing your work.
- Leena A.


