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July 7 Welcome Party




I am Ada. My Chinese name is Weixuan Ruan ( ). T have a younger brother who is a teacher
and he works in Shanghai. He and I meet with each other once a year. I was born in a small city,
which is on the southern part of China. I come from Guangdong Shantou, which is famous for its
delicious but cheap food. My favorite season is summer, because when I came to this world it was
a summer. This season is the best time to go swimming and eating ice cream. I think I am a healthy
person, because I don’t like to eat junk food. I like to exercise and go to bed early. I am a big fan of

swimming.

Kaitlin

Kaitlin
The Person I Admire the Most

There are many people I respect in my life. When Ms. Luo teacher gave us the title, Kaitlin teacher
appeared in my mind immediately, who is our English teacher. She smiles a lot, and her smile always
brings us warmth. Kaitlin teacher gave us so much, and we learned a lot from the teacher, like positive
attitudes, how to behave properly and the sense of responsibility. We all call Kaitlin teacher a talented
woman.



Hello, Everybody! My Chinese name is Wang Caixia ( ), and my English name is Amber. I
come from and grew up in Hebei. I think I am a brave, confident, and warm-hearted person. I always
want to be a caring and energetic person. My friend told me I have a lovely smile. I don’t like to
smile, but I will give it a try. I like to draw, sometimes I draw a picture. My favorite season of the
year is winter. Winter is the coldest time of the year. The best time to go skiing is in winter when
there is lots of snow. I like snow, because I think snow is romantic. I came to ABC last July. Before 1
didn’t like English, I don’t know how to speak it. But now I can speak a little. In this year I changed
a lot. My biggest change is the change of my mind—before I thought when I graduate from primary
school, I will go to work, but I have had the chance to come to ABC. This could be a turning point
in my life. In my future I want to live a simple life. But I know it’s difficult, so I will work hard.
Although I lost a lot, I also gained a lot. I am happy for all I have.



ABC

The Person I Admire the Most

In my life many people have helped me, but the one I admire the most is Aunt Wang. She is a
nun, who has sacrificed her own youth to help countless people. Our happy weekend has run for
4 years, successive children get together there, let us feel the warmth of home. She also helped
a lot to organize our summer camp every year to Beijing and Tianjin, expand our field of vision.
She helped me all with getting into junior high school and to ABC. Her patience and love all
make me admire!
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My name is Cora ( ). I’'m Tibetan. I was born and raised in Yushu.

I like to listen to music, read books, play sports and dance. These things make me happy.

I can speak three languages. My first language is Tibetan. My second language is Chinese. My third
language is English. Honestly, I can’t speak English very well. But I am in love with speaking English.

I think I am a friendly, open, but sometimes a little lazy person. But I am changing the lazy personal-
ity, because they say “no pain no gain” and I won’t be able to help other people unless I am a capable person
myself. I need to challenge and improve myself. So I will do my best to achieve this goal.

I used to have many dreams for my future. For example, when I was a child I wanted to become a tour
guide and travel around the world, I also wanted to be a translator and a designer etc. In 2010 something hap-
pened in my life and I decided to try my best to help more people in the future. Although those dreams haven’t
come true yet, I’ll never lose my dreams, because the world is full of hope. So I believe if I keep pursuing my
dreams, my dreams will come true someday.

It’s almost the end of the semester, and I’d like to share something I learned form ABC. I came to Bei-
jing last September. I've already learned a lot during this year, like English, computer, and the way to study. At
ABC, I had a chance to learn new things to improve and challenge myself. I have also learned that I don’t need
to be afraid of making mistakes. When I make a mistake teachers tell me “It’s okay to make mistakes, but you
should learn form your mistake, then you won’t make the same mistake in the future.”

Now, I will graduate form ABC. Before, | wanted find a NGO Job as soon as I graduate from ABC.

But, I am not able to do what I love the most. After I graduate, I want to stay in Beijing and keep studying hard.

Kaitlin

The Person that I Respect the Most

The person I admire most is Kaitlin teacher, she is a very successful and beautiful person. When I see the
teacher confidently and sincerely make speeches on any occasion, I will feel excited for a couple of days.
And this also brings me a lot of inspiration, one of which is "as long as you are serious about, and be
truthful to people and work, there will be nothing you can’t do". I admire her because she is very knowl-
edgeable, respectful, careful and patient, and energetic. What impressed me most is her love for us. She
is very humble, and she won't think us as slow. Instead, she teaches us very patiently for us and corrects
our childish ideas. She treats each student equally. I feel really proud of meeting her in my life.
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I'am Bao Cuo ( ).I'am 19 years old. I come from Yushu, Qinghai. I am a Tibetan, one
of the 55 ethnic minorities in China. I have many hobbies, but my favorite is singing. I love
to sing whenever I feel happy and sad. It makes me feel relaxed. I really enjoyed this one-
year program in ABC. Before I came to ABC, I did not know that there are so many things
that I do not know. So after I come here, I know I have to study hard to learn more knowl-
edge and skills. I will keep studying for my life.

13
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ABC

My Friends

Friendship is the most valuable thing in life. I have many friends. They accompany me in my growth
and my life. No matter where I go, they are my life-long friends. This year in ABC, I have known a lot

of classmates and friends. They are the best classmates I’ve ever had. I feel very happy to be with them.

Also, in this year, I learned that I need to study, and study for life.

15
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My name is Na Hua Zhou ( ). I come from and grew up in Yunnan. I came to Beijing as
soon as I graduated from primary school. I like to play basketball and I can play basketball fairly
well, because I like sport and I want to be a healthy person. It's important to exercise—when I
was in primary school, we had a basketball contest. We got the first-place. I was very proud of
myself, because I earned the prize. I like to sing and dance because I think it's enjoyable to sing
and to dance.

I learned a lot this year. For example, I learned how to clean the house and how to cook
and how to speak English. I am very happy because I have had a good time this year.

I used to have many dreams for my future. I wanted to become a dancer when I was a
child because I was interested in dancing. And I had practice three days a week because I want
to become a great dancer someday. But after I graduated from primary school, I changed my
mind. I wanted to be a nurse. I have never changed my mind since then. Because I dont give
it up, I want to give it a try. So after I graduate from ABC I will go to my hometown to study
nursing. If I can become a good nurse then I can take care of many people. I hope my dream can

come true.

My Hometown Food

I didn’t have a chance to go out to see outside when I was a child. But I have been to two plac-
es—Beijing and my hometown. Of the two places I think the most beautiful is my hometown. Actually
Beijing is also nice. In what ways? The good thing is to learn all aspects of Beijing. But my hometown is
beautiful. So, I'll introduce my hometown scenery and foods.

My hometown’s food is famous for its rice noodles. At home every time I ate rice noodles I was
very happy. Long rice noodles, plus a few pieces of lean meat, pickles, chili oil, red and delicious. This
time as soon as I get home, I will eat rice noodles.

My hometown scenery is also good. It is beautiful. More sunny days and less cloudy there. In the
spring flowers bloom everywhere, colorful and beautiful. Come to my hometown to see if you have time.

17
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Ere——

My name is Liu Changen ( ). Maybe I am the youngest in our class. I like to exercise every
morning, because it is very important to be healthy. I used to have many dreams for my future. For ex-
ample: I wanted to be an artist or a scientist. When I graduated from primary school, I was not interest-
ed in anything, but not anymore.

In the beginning I thought I should not spend 1 year on studying at ABC. Many of my friends
told me “you made a mistake”. But I didn’t think so. In ABC, although I can’t speak English as fluently
as Americans, I am becoming more responsible through this year. I read many books in this year. They
changed my mind. They have become an important a part of my life. They tell me* if you seize oppor-
tunities and take more goals, then your life will be more colorful.” I just want to be a capable person.
People say, “I can’t do anything without effort.” So I need to do whatever it takes to find my dream.

Every time when I go to the library, although I am interested in books, I was not able to under-
stand some of them, so I felt upset. But through reading some books, I have realized it’s bad to not have
a specific dream for my future. And I need to learn more knowledge. I believe if I open my eyes, try ev-
ery new thing, be active, then my life will be wonderful. I decided it is time to take the plunge, if I want
to learn more knowledge, then I need to go to a high school, which is my goal. Teacher told us “if you
never give up, then you will be successful.” I like that sentence very much. I have learned a lot from this
sentence. I believe interest is the best teacher. If I am interested in something, and If I persist in doing
everything, then my dream will be found by me. So now I should study hard and work hard and do my
best to study, so that is my goal.

19
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My Interests and Hobbies

Back when I was in my hometown I liked to play table
tennis. Before I learned to play it I never touched it. I was
not interested in anything and only knew about the exams
and study so that my family wouldn’t scold me. I was like
a learning machine, just repeating the same thing. I never
dared to try new things, and so I had no special talents.

I began to play table tennis when junior high school
began. Starting from serving, then I learned fast, and hardly
anyone among students could catch my ball, so then I felt it
was quite interesting. Then I practiced with my classmates
every day. He had played table tennis for a long time. But a
week later, he would not be my rival. When I played, I was
like addicted to it. No matter what I do, it’s always the same.
Once I become interested, I will keep doing it, until I master
it. So I understood that interest is the best teacher, is one of
the best tools to discover potential. So I need to try more,
do more. Before learning, first of all, become interested in
it. Even if you don’t like it, you still want to use positive
attitude in the face of it, and over time, you will become in-
terested in it. So I would like to try all the things that I don’t
like to do, and find out about my interests.

21
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ABC
ABC

(Guoguo)

ABC

19

My Hobbies

When you ask what is my hobby, many things will come up. For example, listen to music, computer
games, traveling, embroidery and doing handy work. All these bring happiness to my life. When I do not
have anything to do, I will take out needle and thread to make cross-embroidery. This is a good way to
pass the boring time occasionally.
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Hi, I'm Iris. My Chinese name is Zhang Miaomiao ( ). I come from Henan, which is ten hours away
from Beijing by train. My hometown is famous for beautiful peony. I used to live with my parents and
older brother in a small house, which is across the river from the field.

When I turned 12, my parents left me alone. I knew I need to be stronger than before, because life was
going to keep going. My story may not have a such happy beginning, but that doesn’t make who I am. It is
the rest of my story, who I choose to be.

I am a brave, smart and strong person. [ have many hobbies, I like to read books, listen to music,
listen to the radio and eat delicious food. My favorite fruit is watermelon. Spring is my favorite season of
the year. I am used to reading books and listening to the radio on a daily basis. My favorite book is called
Red Dream, which is one of the most famous novels in China. I used to think I was not good at art and
music, since 2012, I have realized I have been a big fan of music for many years.

I used to have many dreams for my future. When I was a child I wanted to become a teacher, a
scientist or a famous person. But after I graduated from primary school, I wanted to become a doctor. Now
I want to be a social worker.

I came to Beijing in 2012. Though the one year life in ABC, I become more brave and confident
than before. The biggest harvest in ABC is I found who I am. I have learned to be honest to myself. I want
to live a simple and successful life.

I will find a job when I graduate from ABC. I want to help children. I know if I want to help chil-

dren, I need to improve myself. I won’t be able to help more children unless I am a capable person myself.

25
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My hobbies

I like to read books, listen to the video, listen to music and eat delicious food.

Video is the kind of thing that is full of happiness and warmth for me. Video has been a partner
when I was a child. In my memory, I listen to the video on daily basis.

Reading books is a journey to places where I can explore, go sightseeing, and pass through, and
where I can own a miraculous power. It is a good feeling to read books. I think book is the best soul mate
in my life.

To me, music is the place where my soul can take a break and relax. I can be a real me in the
world of music. My favorite kind of music is rock n’ roll. I cannot live without delicious food, and I can
never resist the temptation whenever I see it.

27



My name is Jane. My Chinese name is Zhan Wencai ( ). I come from Henan and I was
born and grow up in Henan. I grew up with my grandparents.

I like to draw and to read books.

My favorite season of the year is spring, this is the season of birth and growing, this is the
time when flowers bloom. Spring is the season when trees turn green and the weather is not
too cold or too hot.

Before I came to ABC, I couldn’t speak English, but now I can’t believe I can speak English.
I think it’s hard to study a new language, but I didn’t give up. I should take the chance and
challenge myself.

When I graduate from ABC, I will find a professional school, because I want to have a good
job. If I want to have a good job then I need to study hard and work hard, because I want to

live a comfortable life. So it’s very important to improve myself every day.

My hobbies

I like to draw, because I like the feeling when I’m painting, that kind of quiet feeling.

I love traveling, I want to go to Yunnan and Tibet--I heard it’s very beautiful there. I also want to go to
the sea, want to hear the sound of waves rushing to the shore, want to hear the sound of seagulls, want to
walk on the soft sand, want to see the sunrise and sunset by the sea.

I want to go to many beautiful places. I want to go to different countries and cities, to go there to see the
unique views.

29
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My name is Vince ( ).Iam 19 years old. I was born and raised in Henan, which is famous for Kong Fu,
Qing Ming Shang He Tu and Long Men Shi Ku. I am also a big fan of gong fu and I am very proud of my home-
town.

I am not the only child of my family, I have an older sister, who has been taking care of me until now. She sup-
ports me in whatever I do. When I graduate from ABC, it will be my turn to take care of her. And my sister is one
of the most important parts in my life, so I can’t live without her. I hope someday I can let her live a comfortable
life. That’s also my dream.

I used to be an introverted person so I didn’t have many friends. And at that time, I thought it’s unnec-
essary to make friends, but now I have changed my mind, I think it’s very pleasant to make friends. If I can make
more and more friends, then my life will be more and more beautiful.

Although life is full of difficulties, I am not afraid of them. Because I think there are many ups and downs
in our life, but this is the beauty of life. You can walk in darkness but you can’t let your life be full of darkness and
you should believe tomorrow is more beautiful.

I am a basketball volunteer. There are 21 children is my class. I am in love with the children. They are all
cute. And I can be their teacher and I can help them. I am very happy. I hope their life can be full of happiness and
hope.

I will remember the experience at ABC forever. As soon as I graduate from ABC, I am going to find a
job for a living. I want to be offered a job by a large company. I want to earn enough money to support myself and
travel around this world with my sister. I want to show my sister this world, which is shining, shimmering and
splendid.

I believe someday my dream will come true.
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My favorite singer

I love listening to music, especially Jay Chou’s songs. When I listen to his soothing songs, it makes me
feel very quiet; listening to his lively songs, I can’t help moving my body with the beat a little. And some
songs feel very inspirational. I remember listening to “rice fragrance”: dream that can’t be pursued/ it
won’t do to change one/ paint bright color for one’s own life. These songs changed my mind, gave me a
warm feeling. I am accustomed to his songs and the feelings they bring me.

33



34

My name is Zoey ( ), I come from Yunnan, I’'m 18 years old, my favorite food is noodles because
it is always delicious. I get up at 7am, then I brush my teeth and wash my face. At 9am, I always go to
school with my classmates. I take the subway go to school. I always have English classes at 10am. I
have classes five days a week, Monday through Friday. So sometimes I make breakfast for my class-
mates. Sometimes we go shopping together. I always go to bed by 10pm. But sometimes I can’t sleep,
so I chat with my friends on the phone. I usually fall asleep by 10:30pm. I have a good time in Beijing,
because I couldn’t speak English before. But now I can speak a little. So maybe I think this is the gift
from god, I thank god for letting me have such a good time in the world.

My Hobbies

I am a happy girl, and nobody can be as happy as I am. I am a unique person. My hobby is like to play
basketball, although 1 cannot play not very well, but 1 like it. And it is good for my health. I like singing,
because it makes me to feel the beauty of life. I like to make new friends because more friends make me
feel no longer lonely. I like the sunny weather, because it gives me warmth. I also like to be the volun-
teer teacher of children and to stay with them together, because they give me strength to see their lovely
nature. In the future, 1 want to be a doctor. This is a dream. This is my hobby!
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Clare

The happy moment

This Spring Festival, I stayed in Beijing, which is different from before. Although the weath-
er was cold and I missed my hometown, teacher’s accompany made us feel warm. Also the
cold weather does not ruin our mood for outing. It is very different of the Spring Festival in
the North and South. The Spring Festival in Beijing was quite comfortable. The air was good
and there are fewer people than usual. This Spring Festival, Clare teacher joined with us. She
always brings us happiness. The holiday was short, but it was really happy and different.

—-Ada
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ABC

----Amber

----Flora

10

Our home

There are 10 people in our home. We live together in an apartment , which is comfortable. There are a lot of our
memories--we eat foods, watch TV, and chat together. We have a big living room and a comfortable sofa. We also
have a big kitchen and we cook in the kitchen every day. We also have a big bedroom. There are 4 people in the
bedroom, which is warm.

---Jane
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ABC

The Most Memorable hings in ABC

Everyone has the most unforgettable thing. For me, the
most unforgettable memory is, in the winter vacation,
teacher Liu took us to go out and play. Although I am not
with my family this year, 1 am also very happy because |
am with my classmates and teachers. I feel so warm and
happy to be with them. We are just like a family. One
day in the holiday, the teacher took us to the world park.
I remember the weather was beautiful that day. We sang
songs and danced there. Also, we bought a lot of pictures
that day. I really enjoyed being there and maybe this is a
gift that god gave us.

----Zoey

ABC

So many things happened during this year, for example: unforgettable, happy, proud, sad, injustice, thankful, and so on.
We have experienced the baptism of tears, and also saw a time of laughter. But there is one thing that often appears in my
mind. It is about one thing and one person. This happened when I just came to ABC. It was totally unexpected, but the
teachers accompanied me through this, they also gave me all the chance. I really can't imagine what if they did not help
me at that time, and what will happen to me if I go back. So I want to take this opportunity to thank Ms. Luo and people
who give this opportunity. I don't know how to say, but just special thanks to all the teacher.

----Cora
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The experience of being a volunteer, helped foster my team spirit, and let me find my own shortcomings, such
as the lack of experience and patience. I especially look up to, and want to become a person like our volunteer
teachers because of their kind, careful attributes that made them very helpful in the volunteer work. It is no
exaggeration to say that they live their every minute in the school to the fullest. Through this volunteer activi-
ty, I decided to take part in more volunteer activities to help others and improve yourself.

----Cora

ABC

I am proud of this job. I would like to help more children every time. When I go to the school for children of
migrant laborers, when I saw the children are very happy, then I am full of happiness in my life. Although I
don't have enough money to help them, I can do my best to help them. When I graduate from ABC, maybe I
will do volunteer again. Because I want to improve myself and be a capable person. I believe if I never give
up, then I will be more and more capable.

----George
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I feel a little bit nervous but pretty good for my first time being a volunteer. On the first day, I even did not
know what to do, and how to talk to other employees. But they talked to me very friendly. So for the second
week, I felt better, and was not that nervous as before. Later on, I communicated with them more and more. I
have changed a lot from this volunteer experience. For example, I will not feel embarrassed to talk to strang-
ers. Even though this is not a big deal, it was for sure an improvement for myself. Of course, I learned what
teamwork is, and I learned other stuff too.

----Cuobao

ABC

During this year at ABC, volunteer experience is unforgettable for me. Through two volunteer work experi-
ences I learned a lot. It let me know how a real team member help each other in the team and do their respon-
sibility to teach their children. It let me learn different knowledge from others.

----Jane
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ABC

----Iris
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What We’ve Gained

ABC
ABC
ABC

How time flies. This year I have learned a lot, like English, cooking and work attitude. In ABC, I
have met the best teachers. They gave us advice and told us how to improve ourselves. Teachers
always tell us that we need to go outside and jump to tomorrow, because tomorrow will be more
beautiful. This sentence is my biggest harvest in ABC. Let me be brave and keep going on.

----Ada

56

ABC
ABC

At ABC, I learned a lot. For example: English, cooking, making friends... Plenty of sunshine fills
my life. In the past, living in my own world, I didn't like communicating with others. But when I
met this group of friends and teachers at ABC, I found a smile always hung on my mouth, every
day is happy and not boring. I'll make more friends in the future, so that my world will have more
sunshine coming in.

----Vince
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----Jane

ABC

ABC
ABC

| have gained a lot from this one-year in ABC, for instance, to respect others, basic living skills, and
tolerance. But the most important one is to respect. I remember that when I first came to ABC, I used
dirty words at times, which may have hurt others unintentionally. Through the study in ABC Dream
Project, and through the help from the teacher and other classmates, I learned how to respect other
people. I am told that it could be more serious if I show no respect to others when I am in the society.
So the most valuable thing that I have learned from ABC is to respect.

----Guoguo
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ABC

The biggest harvest in ABC is that I find who I am, and I became more confident and brave for my
future. Before I came to ABC, I didn’t know the problems of me. When I came to ABC, I realize

I have much to be improved. The most important comes from learning from the past. With the
teachers’ help, I begin to learn how to accept the weakness of me. I begin to learn how to approve
and admire myself. I begin to learn how to accept all the things I have, include my primitive
family, the environmental of my life, my thought, my hope, my weakness and my courage. I begin
to understand and accept the real me. All the things help me to know myself clearly. I decided to
fulfill my dream, I know it will be a long way to go and I need to prepare something that I should
do for my dream.

----Iris
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