Educational Opportunities for Indigenous Mayans

Background, Proposal and Budget

Background
In the eastern Guatemalan province of Chiquimula, over 80% of the population lives in poverty.  Severe famine brought international attention and a flood of food aid to this area three years ago, but basic services such as education and health care are still practically non-existent.  Faced with extreme poverty and neglect by the government, people have struggled to keep their language and culture alive while facing dire circumstances.  Maya Ch’ortí children typically drop out of school after the third or fourth grade in order to work in the sugarcane fields or assist their parents with subsistence farming. In many villages, there are no schools.  Young adults often lack basic literacy skills and hence have few employment options.  Lack of basic education traps people in a vicious circle where they are unable to ever earn decent wages and improve their conditions.

COMACH (The Maya Ch’ortí Coordinating Organization) was founded in 2001 by indigenous elders and community leaders working to increase educational and economic opportunities for Maya Ch’ortí women and men while maintaining Mayan culture and ecological values.  

Proposal

Funds raised on Global Giving will be used to hire six teachers to launch the Ch’orti Education Program.  The Program will provide weekend classes to young adults interested in finishing their basic schooling.  Classes will be taught in Ch’orti and Spanish, and include primary level, high school level and vocational training curriculum.   A total of 56 students (28 women and 28 men) will participate in the first round of classes, with the program projected to expand to 200 students by the end of 2005.   Twenty students will complete their primary education, 30 will take secondary level classes, and six will receive specialized vocational training to help them start their own small businesses. The women and men who participate in the project will develop useful transferable skills.  Bilingual education will open up greater opportunities for young adults while allowing them to maintain their traditional language and culture. 

Budget

Teaching materials for primary level classes


$229.30

Teaching materials for secondary level classes

$840.76

Teaching materials for vocational education


$336.31

Salary for six teachers 
 



$1528.66

Operating costs [telephone, electricity, etc.]  


$63.69

Subtotal  






$2998.73

GlobalGiving.com Fee  




$299.87

Total  







$3298.60
