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“This Little Light of Mine” 

Solar Lamps for 2600 Students in Sundarbans, India

In India, currently 400 million people live without electricity. Approximately 80% of rural households in West Bengal are not electrified. Around 100 million households use kerosene lanterns as their only source of light after sunset. 

Children living in rural India have little productivity after dark. Time that could be studying and income generating activities is lost. With a clean and reliable source of light; their lives could be dramatically improved with a simple solution. 

It is our goal to raise 65000 US dollars to improve these children’s lives. We wish to provide 2500 solar lamps to children living in the Sundarbans, a World Heritage Site and an ecologically rich area. Electricity has not reached the interior villages here and the people lead a very hard life. 
By giving a child the light, their whole family situation is improved. Tasks such as studying, cleaning, cooking or going to the latrine become safer. We are asking for donations for this campaign to help rural Indian families in an ecologically fragile and remote area. 
Kerosene lanterns pose several dangers to the users. The use of the lamp is the equivalent to smoking 40 cigarettes in a day. The lamps also emit carbon monoxide; a deadly gas that inhaled can kill. Fires are a common occurrence with kerosene and can destroy a family’s livelihood. Their homes are destroyed or they are injured from the fire itself. 
The solar lights project is a project that is being conducted by ASED in collaboration with Baikunthapur Tarun Sangha (BTS). 

Since 2001, ASED has been working to create an ecologically sustainable society. By providing solar lamps, we are taking a step towards creating this society in rural India. Through this initiative, we are hoping to jump start young minds to be agents of change for their environment. The Sundarbans is an area with great biodiversity and with this initiative we are hoping to protect it. 

BTS is a social development organization located in Kultali, the largest island in the Sundarbans and works for all-round development of the region. They help in the selection of the students and centres where the solar lights will be given. They provide the servicing and care of the solar lights. 
Please make a donation to our initiative “This Little Light of Mine” 

$25 will provide one light to a child and his/her family. If a larger donation is possible, more children will be impacted. All donations are appreciated and our hope is to make a child’s light shine in the world. 
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