Children’s Home and Rescue Center for Street Children in Haiti

About HSKI – Haitian Street Kids, Inc.

Haitian Street Kids, Inc. is a 100% non-profit endeavor devoted entirely to ending the suffering and torment of abandoned and abused slave children and the street kids of Haiti.

HSKI does whatever it takes to protect Haitian children. Currently we help some 3,000 street kids and former child slaves and are providing shelter for about 200 others. We walk the streets offering advice, counseling, hope and first aid to the estimated 400,000 abandoned children here in Haiti.

We know that there are at least 400,000 child slaves (some as young as 4 years old) being abused and put to work across Haiti. Thousands are left dead or 'for dead' on the streets after their owners have disowned them due to inevitable poor health. We find some crippled from unimaginable physical abuse - involving electrical wire, fire and whatever else was to hand at the time to torture and abuse - and of course systematical rape. 

If anyone is interested in offering assistance with our efforts to rescue and sustain these children, any assistance and all donations would be gratefully appreciated. Your donations will go toward the medical, educational, nutritional and personal needs of these children. As support for HSKI increases, more frightened and suffering kids will be able to escape the dangers and misery of the streets and be admitted into the Children’s Home and Rescue Center.

All donations are tax deductible. 

Our U.S. mailing address for donations is: 
Haitian Street Kids, Inc.
5209 Rain Forest Drive
McKinney, Texas, USA, 7507

Family Circle Inc., dba: Haitian Street Kids, Inc. (HSKI), 
Tax ID No. 74-3116886.
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What is the issue, problem, or challenge?

Following the earthquake more than 1.5 million Haitians are homeless. The most vulnerable among these are the homeless Haitian children who where already victims of tragedy. Before the quake literally thousands of homeless children where already roaming the streets of Port Au Prince. So many of the children living on the streets have been abuses, violated, and forced by society to suffer and die daily on the violent streets of Haiti.  

Since the devastating earthquake our 10 years of compassionate outreach has suffered greatly.  So much has been destroyed and now we find ourselves starting over and rebuilding once again.  Overwhelmed by the damaged infrastructure and now fewer resources for day-to-day operation of providing care, meals and a safe environment seem almost impossible. 

Our children are scattered in several areas making it almost impossible to provide for their well being and care.  The trauma of surviving a massive earthquake and displacement was in itself very difficult but now the children are exposed to disease, hunger and violence. The daily fear of the harsh environment is more than many will be able to survive without some provision and change.  We are in the process of locating and negotiating a land purchase to establish a permanent Children’s Home and Rescue Center for the future care and development of Haitian street children who desperately need our intervention.

How will this project solve this problem?

Having a small partial of land (1.5 acres) just outside the city of Port Au Prince will help relocate not only the children continue to care for but will we can position the outreach for much greater success. Many relief organizations are willing to assist in our efforts once we have the property for them to invest their resources.

There are resources available such as food, medical supplies, clean water solutions, solar power, building materials and supplies, even pre-fabricated building that have been offered. Our dilemma is we need a place to put what is being offered.  

Potential Long Term Impact

Moving these children out of the unsanitary, crowded conditions where they currently live will immediately improve their health and provide security. As they grow, that health and security will allow them to know they can have a future as productive adults and finally escape the poverty and neglect that has plagued their young lives. 

Project Message

Property will give the effort a new beginning. Having land will offer us the opportunity to build something very special for the future of children with very little hope.  If we acquire property we can regain our ability to provide shelter, medical care, nutrition, education and acceptance. These street children will finally have a place to call home.

Resources

http://www.hski.org/
http://www.haitian-street-kids.com
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Stage 1:  Purchase of Land - $ 50,000.00

We have located a good parcel of open land for sale just outside Port Au Prince. The area is known as Croix du Bouquet. There is approximately 6.5 acres of land available in which we would only need 1.5 acres to complete our mission complex. The land is flat and cleared of all obstruction which would require very little preparation for immediate operations and building construction. 

Stage 2: Securing Land – Boundary Wall or Security Fence - $

Once the property is purchased, the first step would be to secure & contain the land with either a wall or fence of some type in order to provide security for the property, temporary structures, materials and supplies, and most importantly the children who will be living within the complex.  This will also prevent squatters from occupying the land illegally.  The construction for the property boundaries will consist of either stone or concrete blocks that will be made on-site, or raising a hurricane fence type barrier which is a 10ft. hurricane fence with barbed wire top with bamboo planted along the fence line. 

Stage 3: Temporary Housing - $

Once the land is secured we would centralize and provide safe temporary housing for the children.  We currently have a 16 x 20 prefab aluminum house which was donated and being held in customs at Port au Prince.  This structure can serve as base of operations.  Hopefully we can arrange for its release when we have the property.  We also have tents available for immediate shelter and temporary housing as well.  This will provide a safe camp for the children as we relocate them away from the crime and violence in the relief camps.  We also will provide much better hygiene, medical care and nutritious meals much more effective as we centralize our efforts in the new location.  

Stage 4:  Water and Electricity - $

Arrange for a self contained water system and electrical system. Local donations for equipment and materials will be provided from various NGOs working in Haiti.   We already have contacts and offers from relief organizations specializing in water and electrical systems.  We plan to drill water well to provide an adequate water supply with pump/filtration system.  Below ground reservoir would be constructed for storage of adequate amounts of water and above ground water retention tanks and tower to provide running water to future structures and homes. Solar and Wind Turbine electricity systems will be installed to provide power with generator backup.  

Stage 5:  Children’s Hygiene Facility - $

Construct a resident children’s hygiene facility for the children living in the temporary housing in the complex.  We would also use these facilities once permanent housing for the resident children has been constructed. This facility will also serve other street children coming to the Rescue Center.  The hygiene facilities will include showers, lavatories, and toilets.  

Stage 6:  Central Operations Center - $

Construction plans for a central operations center to serve the efforts more effectively.  The center will have a commercial kitchen, dining area, office for administration and records, depot for donated clothing and supplies, education coordination office, communal family room area for group fellowship and discussion.   

Stage 7:  Permanent Housing for Children - $

Small family-style homes would be constructed one at a time, as funding allows.  Each home would occupy approximately 6 - 8 children segregated according to age-range and gender.  Each home would be supervised by a quality care giver/parent.  These small homes would serve as sleeping and living quarters for the resident children. Due to the centralized children’s hygiene facility, dining facilities and family room we would greatly reduce the cost of construction and materials for plumbing, toilets/showers and cooking facilities for the individual homes. 

Stage 8:  Recreation Center and Activities Area- $

The final addition would be a covered pavilion to provide recreation and activities for larger gatherings of children. Outreach programs to hundreds of children from the streets and crisis areas. Meal programs, medical care and learning activities. Basketball court and soccer will also be part of the group activities.
