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Background
The history of the people of Liberia shows that music was and remains the principal cultural manifestation of the civilization of the people of Liberia. Prior to the 19th century, music of the people was essentially African. With the repatriation of former African slaves to West Africa under the initiative of the American Colonization Society, beginning in the early 19th century, western music, mainly from the United States of America, began to exhibit itself. When the Liberian State was established in 1847, western music gained dominance in large urban centers, especially the capital city, Monrovia. Through the churches and urban centers, western music became promoted as the dominant form of music in Liberia. However, outside of the urban centers, Liberian music, often referred to as traditional music, was promoted through the poro and sande schools and other non-urban educational and social institutions.

After the Second World War, there were several developments that led to the significant emergence of Liberian music in the urban centers, particularly Monrovia. Through the persistent efforts of the Elders Jangaba Johnson and Bai T. Moore, the National Cultural Center was established and became a consistent promoter of Liberian music, with its teaching and performance activities. Then, there was the towering effort of Mrs. Agnes Nebo von Ballmos, directed at promoting Liberian music in the churches and institutions of higher learning, mainly the University of Liberia. Her work was extended in international performances. With Liberianess in her name, attires and music, Ms. Miatta Fahnbulleh helped to set the pace, involving other Liberian musical artists, in promoting Liberian music nationally and internationally. The Liberian civil war, from 1989 – 2003, exposed many Liberians to African music in their places of refuge and this exposure resulted in the recording and distribution of Liberian music and other African music performed by Liberian musicians.

In terms of urban places where one could learn music, most of this learning took place in the homes of a relatively few musicians, mainly pianists and organists who had learned to perform church music from missionaries. Few Liberians, less than ten, had studied music in America and Europe and attempted to establish semblances of music schools during the 1960s and 1970s, but the civil war ended these efforts, as seen with the then emerging music conservatory of Mrs. Maude Parker-Dennis in Congo Town, Monrovia.

What was sustained as a national music academy was established under the sponsorship of President and Mrs. William Tubman during the 1950s. The music section of the academy was directed by Prof. Vladimir Kontorowitz, while his wife handled the ballet section. A miniature symphony orchestra was attempted within this academy, with performances of music by Beethoven, Bach, Chopin, Handel, Mozart and Tchaikovsky, using violins, violas, trumpets, saxophones, pianos, organs and drums.

Perhaps, at no time in the history of Liberia has music acquired such prominence in national development as in this present post-war period, with the emergence of Liberian and non-Liberian music about reconciliation and peace, as sung by a large and growing number of Liberian individuals and groups. Seemingly, gospel music continues to have a leading place in this post war musical upsurge. 

It is essentially within the foregoing context of the use of music to reconcile a war-torn people and place them on the path of justice for peace that the development of music in Liberia must be given primacy.

DESCRIPTION

This project has to do with rehabilitating the youth of Liberia through Arts education, appreciation, and recreation for music development in post war Liberia. This is being done through the Agape National Academy of Music (ANAM), which was established in June 2008 by Messrs. Samson S. Tarpeh, Hassan R. Sankary, Alexander J. Brooks and Owens P. Freeman, Sr.

This project is of an academic nature, directed at the teaching of the theory of music generally and specifically, in terms of Liberia. Additionally, students are to be taught how to perform vocally and through the use of a variety of musical instruments, performance techniques, and vocal ensembles. We also hope to offer a range of dance and expressive movement classes for various age groups and performance levels. We seek to recruit volunteer cultural, liturgical, and  hip-hop/jazz instructors to host simultaneous dance and music classes for the duration of the program.

RATIONALE

The goal of this program is to educate, motivate, and inspire the students of post war Liberia to the realm of music/arts/and appreciation by initiating structured interactive after-school programs with a variety of approaches to educating the whole child. Classes offered range from music theory, introduction to piano, classical voice, guitar and choral performance to life skills, character education, team-building, and self-management.

It has been proven over time that music is a healing force. It is a tool of rehabilitation and higher order thinking skills. It can reinforce and restore what has been lost, mistaught, forgotten, and/or misused. Our mission is to create a movement that promotes change in the upcoming generation; academically, socially, developmentally, spiritually and artistically.
OBJECTIVES

1. Promoting the appreciation of music in Liberia

2. Stimulating and sustaining of the formal learning of music in Liberia

3. Transforming music education into the performance of music in Liberia that promotes reconciliation and peace, creativity, and nation building. 

4. Establishing high standards of music development in Liberia that meet internationally accepted standards.

STRATEGY

Initially, a nation-wide campaign of music education awareness is embarked upon to inform people about ANAM. Crucial aspects of this awareness are media publications, radio and television programs, including performances by Liberian musical artists. This awareness is directed at motivating people to understand and appreciate the use of music for reconciliation and peace. Given the fact that nearly three-fourths of the Liberian population falls below the poverty line, fees for students are kept at affordable levels. To the extent that grants are made to ANAM by some donors, scholarships will be offered to students. This initiative will be implanted in the form of an after-school program. Students enrolled will sign contracts with their respective schools and ANAM. There will be a code of conduct to follow as well as a commitment card between the students/parents/and program staff. The structure of the program will vary based on the funding received and the number of students enrolled, but overall we are prepared to provide lessons to five local schools from pre k to 4th grade. 

MANAGEMENT

This project is to be managed by the Founders under the direction of Mr. Samson Tarpeh, ANAM’s Executive Director. Five staff members are in teaching category while four staff members will serve in an administrative capacity. The policy direction for management is provided by the Founders under the guidance of the Board of Advisors. An Education/Music Consultant will also play an advisory role in the implementation of this project.

MONITORING AND EVALUATION
Initially, a mid-year evaluation is made. At the end of the year an annual evaluation is made. Students will be evaluated by their respective tutors. There will be performances and progress recitals to track and award progress of the attendees. A monthly report is done on the basis of the regular monitoring that takes place by the appropriate staff. In effect, the monitoring provides inputs for all evaluations.
Budget Summary
The total amount of the project budget is US$53,440 (Fifty Three Thousand Four Hundred Forty United States Dollars). Our own contribution to the project budget is in the amount of US$6900.00 (Six Thousand Nine Hundred United States Dollars), which is more than thirteen percent of the total amount in the project budget. Our own contribution was raised by performance fees, individual contributions and philanthropic gifts. If all students could pay full tuition would be $200 USD per year and we would serve 267 students. 
Please help us Teach Peace through Music in Liberia by making a contribution and telling your friends about us!
Thank you for your generosity!

May God Bless you!
Samson Tarpeh
Executive Director

	Teach Peace through Music in Liberia  Budget (in USD)
	
	

	
	
	
	

	ITEMS
	QUANTITY
	UNIT PRICE
	TOTAL

	INSTRUMENTS and sound equipment
	
	
	

	Acoustic Piano  (Used)
	2
	750
	 $          1,500 

	Electronic Keyboards
	20
	350
	 $            7,000 

	Drum Set
	3
	900
	 $            2,700 

	Acoustic Guitar
	20
	150
	 $            3,000 

	sound system
	1
	3000
	 $            3,000 

	Early Childhood Musical Instruments
	assorted
	2000
	 $            2,000 

	SUB-TOTAL
	
	
	 $         19,200 

	
	
	
	

	RESOURCE MATERIAL
	
	
	

	student materials
	250 students
	10
	 $            2,500 

	Educational DVD's
	assorted
	500
	 $               500 

	Musical Symbols, Charts & Pictorial
	assorted
	1000
	 $            1,000 

	SUB-TOTAL
	
	
	 $            4,000 

	
	
	
	

	OFFICE EQUIPMENT
	
	
	

	mac computer w/music programs
	1
	1,500
	 $            1,500 

	net books
	2
	300
	 $               600 

	Printer Copier
	1
	600
	 $               600 

	Office Desk
	2
	100
	 $               200 

	Office Chair
	6
	50
	 $               300 

	Filing Cabinet
	2
	100
	 $               200 

	Office Supplies
	assorted
	2000
	 $            2,000 

	Video & Audio Player
	2
	500
	 $            1,000 

	Flip Chart, Pad & Markers
	5
	200
	 $               200 

	SUB-TOTAL
	
	
	 $            6,600 

	
	
	
	

	FURNITURE
	
	
	

	Piano Benches
	25
	20
	 $               500 

	Keyboard Stands
	25
	20
	 $               500 

	Music Stand
	25
	20
	 $               500 

	Bookshelf
	2
	100
	 $               200 

	SUB-TOTAL
	
	
	 $            1,700 

	
	
	
	

	FACILITY
	
	
	

	Class Room Spaces (One year)
	1
	300
	 $            3,600 

	Office Space (One year)
	1
	250
	 $            3,000 

	Repairs
	1
	1,000
	 $            1,000 

	SUB-TOTAL
	
	
	 $            7,600 

	
	
	
	

	INTERNET/ COMMUNICATION
	
	
	

	Hosting of Website & Upgrading
	1
	3000
	 $            3,000 

	Internet Services (One year)
	1
	75
	 $               900 

	SUB-TOTAL
	
	
	 $            3,900 

	
	
	
	

	PERSONEL 
	
	
	

	Executive Director
	1
	250
	 $            3,000 

	Administrator
	1
	100
	 $            1,200 

	Secretary
	1
	90
	 $            1,080 

	Office Assistant
	1
	60
	 $               720 

	Instructors (Part time)
	4
	200
	 $            2,400 

	Transportation
	1month
	50
	 $               600 

	Custodians
	1month
	50
	 $               600 

	Petty Cash
	1month
	50
	 $               600 

	Scratch Card for cell phone
	1month
	20
	 $               240 

	SUB-TOTAL
	
	
	 $         10,440 

	
	
	
	

	GRAND TOTAL
	
	
	 $ 53,440 











