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REPORT ON KNOWLEDGE FOR CHILDRENS HIV/AIDS AND MALARIA PREVENTION PROGRAM

As a continuation of the HIV/AIDS and Malaria prevention program, Knowledge for Children after the setting up of health clubs in 20 primary schools has continued to empower the teachers and pupils so as to achieve greater impact. The first step was the distribution of health club material to the various school, the package which was made up of HIV Action reader for all primary school level, Educative games on HIV prevention (Love Check) a game designed to make HIV/AIDS education more interactive and full of life skills and Highlights Magazines for Kids which is designed to help children grow in basic skills and knowledge, in creativeness, in ability to think and reason. In addition to this material given we are also working on a health toolkit compiled from the workshop feedback which is to be distributed to all health clubs.
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For this period beginning from the 19th of September 2011 we have organized seven workshops with teachers in all our seven zones which ended on the on the 3rd of October 2011.The main focus of these workshops was to train teachers on effective methods of teaching HIV/AIDS and Malaria Prevention in the class and in the clubs with the integration of life skills. The teachers were trained on the basic qualities a good Aids Educator should possess and the relationship the teachers should have towards the pupils. The teachers were also encouraged to change from an information based strategy which is more of lecturing, to a skills based strategy which is more interactive, child-centered and more effective in HIV/AIDS and Malaria education. The workshops were therefore fully interactive as the facilitators and participants demonstrated some methods on how to make education more interactive and participatory. The following were recommended methods for teaching and learning better (Group work and Discussions, Brainstorming, Role play, Educational Games, Debates, Practicing people skills).

It is very encouraging to observe the impact this project is having in the life of the primary beneficiaries, the pupils (Health Scouts). The confidence most of these children have developed in discussing health related issues is remarkable. I was so impressed with these pupils who had a conversation about HIV prevention during a workshop and gave so many useful statistics and even went as far warning their parents about the dangers of being unfaithful to one another. “Papa, Mama your faithfulness to one another will reduce our chances of getting HIV and increase our chances of getting a quality education” 
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Since we are also involving parents as stakeholders in this project, a few parents we met in some schools gave us their impression about the health project. One of them said “I am very happy with Knowledge for Children for starting this wonderful initiative in my daughter’s school. She was so excited telling me that she is now a member of the health club of her school and since then she has become so sensitive to our house environment as she will complain about pot holes around the home as she say there will promote mosquitoes breeding which will cause malaria. She has also gone into the habit of using a torn mosquito net which was already abandoned. I want to pray Knowledge for Children to continue with the good work”
Another mother says “ My daughter is in class five, and of recent she has become so inquisitive. I was a little bit embarrassed with the questions she asked relating to sexual issues but could not understand why, until she told me she was now a health scout. I could not understand this so she explain to me the health club program Knowledge for Children has started in her school and that they learn so many things about HIV and Malaria from the books and games given to them by KforC. This is how I knew how she came about the malaria prevention song she now sings all the time and her kid  brother has joint her in the song.”.
To access impact of the project, we have prepared an evaluation form with the objective of testing the pupils’ knowledge on HIV and Malaria. This will help determine how much knowledge the children have acquired about these diseases. By this we can determine the clubs which are qualified to participate in the celebration of World Aids Day on the 1st of December 2011 which KforC is planning to organize in one of her zones. These forms will be used each time we visit a school to work with the health club and will be a tool for measuring impact of the project.
I also want to use this opportunity to say thank you to all our supporters and to promise that despite the obstacles, we will continue to maximize usage of funds so as to deliver the full package to our beneficiaries.
