Red De Mujeres Productoras 

THEME: ENVIRONMENT

COUNTRY: COLOMBIA

SPONSOR: UNDP

PROJECT’S AREA OF FOCUS: Production, collection and marketing of aromatic and medicinal plants and spices to conserve biodiversity and reduce poverty.

PROJECT NEEDS AND BENEFICIARIES: This women-led initiative has its base in the Department of Chocó, in the Pacific Region of Colombia. Although the economic activities of these communities have traditionally relied on income from productive activities involving the sustainable use of forest and subsoil resources, in recent decades, some outside firms have begun to carry out extractive activities such as gold mines and forestry. These have contributed to the loss of resources and the destruction of local culture and social relations.  These impacts have brought with them the destruction of the practices that had allowed for the conservation of local biodiversity and the maintenance of food security local populations. The project works to tackle the immense challenges facing the region -- poverty rates in the region are around 82%, only 29% of houses have access to public services, and infant mortality and life expectancy are both particularly devastating.

ACTIVITIES: The activities include:

· Sustainable production, collection and marketing of aromatic and medicinal plants and spices.
· The women’s network of producers and sellers of aromatic and medicinal products helps local women to sustainably harvest, sell, and market prdocuts.
· The initiative runs a program through which 75 Afro-Colombian women are able to take turns selling to other women’s groups that specialize in processing plants from small family gardens, including: wild cilantro, white and purple basil, poleo and oregano
· As a strategy to encourage organic production and to improve the competitive position of the products – such as saffron and vanilla - the initiative leads a production certification process that helps ensure sustainability and marketability.
· The initiative also engages in participatory research which brings together the interests of the women as a network and the interests of the researchers from a regional NGO - of ESPAVE.  Together the women and researchers are able to find viable alternatives that improve the management of resources for future generations.
EXPECTED OUTCOMES: The production and sale of products by the Women’s Network has generated a significantly higher income for participants.  Women involved with the organization have, through their gathering, processing, assembly and marketing activities, earned a minimum legal wage (USD $115 per month) and have gained access to social security benefits. This bio-enterprise has also worked towards the better valuation and conservation of biodiversity, by respecting the wildlife population and increasing the sustainability of crop rotation and other planting techniques. It is expected that, through this initiative, local communities will be able to find paths to sustainable development and achieve sustainable income generation.  

MESSAGE FROM THE PROJECT: This initiative is developing agro-management systems that reorganize social relations between men and women in the region, permitting the diversification of both culture and environment, while building up economical welfare for all people.










