Garifuna Emergency Committee of Honduras

THEME: ENVIRONMENT

COUNTRY: HONDURAS

SPONSOR: UNDP

PROJECT’S AREA OF FOCUS: Protection of the environment, culture and ancestral lands of the Garifuna People.
PROJECT NEEDS AND BENEFICIARIES: 

In this innovative project, the cultural values and practices of the Afro-Indigenous Garifuna people are combined with protection of the environment and ancestral lands. Its purpose is to reduce poverty and malnutrition, improve the economic situation of poor families living off subsistence agriculture, promote self-sufficiency, reforest streams and riverbanks, protect the ancestral lands of this marginalized ethnic group, and protect the environment and promote bio-diversity.
ACTIVITIES: The activities include:

· The initiative encompasses a pioneering reforstation project using a wild vine, called balaire or bayal, which is used in the artisan work of the Garifuna.  Once it reaches an appropriate length, it is used for weaving cookery implements.

· Garifuna communities are taught how to grow balaire (transplanting it from the immature ‘hijos’ that grow up around a mature plant, and experimenting with seeds). Since the plant needs to support itself on tall trees and thrives near water sources, reforesting with balaire works to protect critically important ecosystems along forested riverbanks and streams. The artisan work regarding balaire is taught to young people in the hope that traditions will be maintained.

· High school students of the town of Limon are taught to reforest degraded beaches with the wild fruit plants which used to be abundant in these areas: sea grapes, almonds, camacamas, nance, cashews, jicacos, etc

· In conjunction with these revegetation efforts, the Garifuna conduct workshops on reforestation through the establishment of hard wood tree nurseries; coordinate diversification of crops with fruit trees as well as plants like ginger; support the rescue of the traditional root crops of the Garifuna like taro root, red yams, arrow root and sweet potato; train farmers in organic composting like ‘Bocaschi’ and organic pesticides; and promote better harvests through natural methods.

· Garifuna assists people in the commercialization of their crop by providing training, and by building and running the first ever Garifuna farmers’ market, where vegetable crops and artisanal works may be sold for profit.

EXPECTED OUTCOMES:

This project works to simultaneously reduce poverty and conserve biodiversity.  This is achieved through the planting of balaire along forested riverbanks, through the sustainable harvesting of balaire, the diversification and rescue of traditional root crops, and reforestation of hard wood trees which can eventually be used for carving the traditional canoes and drums.  Further enhancement of these activities will assist in reducing poverty reduction and will help these marginalized communities attain sustainable development.

MESSAGE FROM THE PROJECT:

The reforestration activities undertaken by the communities involved in this project illustrate the ability of the Garifuna people to reconcile social development activities with environmental conservation – demonstrating the remarkable ability of communities to reconcile development and conservation in meaningful and deeply tangible ways.































