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Background  
Nagorno-Karabakh, an enclave between Armenia and Azerbaijan, has been host to an intractable and longstanding conflict, since the region’s legislature passed a resolution to join Armenia in 1988. While legally, Nagorno-Karabakh lies within Azerbaijan’s borders, the majority of its inhabitants are ethnic Armenians. The region’s attempt at secession was rejected by Azerbaijan, which sparked a conflict that created hundreds of thousands of refugees. After the Soviet Union collapsed, Nagorno-Karabakh’s legislature decided to declare outright independence; however, neither Yerevan nor Baku recognizes the republic’s de facto independence.
In 1992, full-scale war broke out between Azerbaijan and Armenia, leading to Armenian control of the bulk of Nagorno-Karabakh, connecting the enclave to Armenia proper. A year later, Armenian forces occupied nearly 20 percent of the Azerbaijani territory surrounding Nagorno-Karabakh, expelling hundreds of thousands of ethnic Azeris. While recent reports indicate concern of armed conflict relapse between Armenia and Azerbaijan, the situation has remained in a brokered ceasefire since 1994 with nearly one-seventh of Azerbaijan still under Armenian occupation. Lack of resolution over the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict has left great tension between Armenia and Azerbaijan and may also obstruct improvements made in relations between Armenia and Turkey. 
There is, however, an opportunity to support dialogue and reconciliation between Azerbaijan and Armenia. The international community and leading states have shown their interest in the South Caucasus and Nagorno-Karabakh conflict resolution as evidenced by statements made at the latest two G-8 summits by the Minsk Group co-chairs on 26 June 2010 and 10 July 2010. The statement from US, French, and Russian presidents on 26 June is worth special attention, as it reaffirmed the firm intention to support the Armenian and Azerbaijani governments in their efforts to reach an agreement on the principles of conflict settlement, and more importantly, set a sequence of actions aimed to resolution. 

Project Description 

This project will help fund the Armenia-Azerbaijan Civil Diplomacy Dialogue in T’bilisi, Georgia—allowing the Analytical Center on Globalization and Regional Cooperation (ACGRC) and participating members of both Armenian and Azerbaijani societies to prepare policy recommendations on Nagorno-Karabakh conflict for the Governments of Armenia and Azerbaijan. ACGRC aims to activate non-state actors in the decision-making process dealing with the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict and to stimulate Armenian and Azerbaijani authorities for more decisive action. Integral to this project will be strengthening the capacity of the young leaders of the conflict-affected groups so that they can effectively engage in the conflict resolution processes and start active discussions on the Nagorno-Karabakh issue in both Armenia and Azerbaijan. 
Contributions to this project will ensure that over a 10-month period, ACGRC can provide: 

· A network of non-governmental organizations and experts/analysts on peace-building issues from Armenia and Azerbaijan 
· Venues for Armenian and Azeri dialogue to take place
· Participation of 50 local NGO representatives, analysts, academics, students, youth unions and journalists to be educated on the road map strategy. 
· Printing of 1000 copies of brochures and pamphlets of the “road map” strategy for conflict resolution in English and Russian. 
· Follow-up presentations of the publication in Yerevan, Armenia and in Baku, Azerbaijan.
The outcome of this project, its series of working groups, and cross-border dialogue will be two-fold: addressing a major hurdle to making advancements in South Caucus politics, as well as building trust between two societies by way of shared information and conversation. 

Capacity Statement 
Established in 2002, the Analytical Centre on Globalization and Regional Cooperation (ACGRC) has been an active supporter of the process of normalization of relations with Turkey. Its regular activities also include organizing Schools on Human Rights and European Integration in cooperation with the UNESCO Chair on Human Rights, Democracy and European Studies at Yerevan State Linguistic University. ACGRC has established the Public Union of Armenian History Educators to improve history education in Armenia and study of the European experience in history education. ACGRC partnered with the Friedrich Ebert Foundation to launch the Turkish-Armenian Civil Diplomacy Dialogue project in order to strengthen the recent rapprochement between Armenia and Turkey. 
ACGRC is a member of the Stockholm Network, the Danish Development Research Network, the Black Sea Research Network, and the Central and Eastern European Citizens Network. 
Mission & Vision
ACGRC works as both a think-tank and an advocacy group, aiming for the promotion of democratic values, strengthening of civil society and the rule of law in Armenia, development of free market economy, regional integration and peaceful resolution of regional conflicts. ACGRC supports public sector reforms and development of good practices in local governance, disseminates knowledge on legal issues, produces expert assessments and analysis of conflict transformation and regional cooperation issues, and supports initiatives that aim towards forming an atmosphere of trust and stable peace in the South Caucasus.
