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PARTNERS IN HUMANITY

I. The Problem and the Vision

A. Problem: Mutual fear and suspicion between the West, especially the U.S., and the Muslim world based on perceived and real injustices, extreme inequalities in political and economic opportunity, and pervasive stereotypes.

B. Vision: To improve perceptions, relations, and understanding between the Muslim world and the West, particularly the U.S.  We plan to do this by cultivating a sense of shared destiny and catalyzing multiple Islamic-Western partnerships reflecting mutual respect, a shared commitment to addressing problems and meeting needs, and a continual process of mutual learning and challenging of stereotypes.  We believe this attitude and approach to reflect the most effective means to long-term progress and security for all.  We are currently seeking funds for each of these initiatives.

II. What role can Partners in Humanity play to promote these objectives?

A. Current Ideas:

Each of the projects listed below engages different countries and constituencies.  Nevertheless, across all projects, we will seek to prioritize countries in which we have a presence and countries that are important as media centers, and leading centers of Islamic and Arab thought.  Moreover, special attention will be paid to integrating youth, a major percentage of the populations in many predominantly Muslim country, and women in all projects. 

Current project plans include:

1) Create a global network, Partners in Humanity, consisting of organizations committed to civilizational dialogue and action.  In partnership with Prince Hassan bin Talal of Jordan, Search for Common Ground proposes the creation of a network consisting of dialogue centers, humanitarian organizations and development agencies aimed at improving Muslim–Western relations.  The network will consist of such organizations in the USA as Peace Corps, USAID, Catholic Relief Service, the John F. Kennedy Library, Save the Children and other organizations that share a vision of human dignity, pluralism, and interconnectedness among peoples of multiple cultures and religions.  The network will aim to carry out a series of activities that serve to improve understanding and build positive relationships between the Muslim world and the U.S.  This will be done by cultivating a sense of shared destiny and catalyzing multiple partnerships that reflect mutual respect and a commitment to hands-on problem-solving.  

The network would not only increase the impact of the organizations and centers by linking them together, but would help identify current challenges and collaborative means to addressing issues.  SFCG will provide logistical support to the network, and help plan, develop, and catalyze continuing activities.  Such activities might include:

· Strengthening mutual education programs that include a new, cooperative approach to student exchanges, American and Islamic studies programs, curriculum development, and training

· An international youth exchange

· Convening satellite broadcasters 

· Production of videos and other educational material that promote dialogue and gives voice to moderates 

· Expanding the existing Common Ground News Service to include the entire Muslim world

· Facilitating journalist roundtables and cooperative media projects; including professional media exchanges

1) Launch a list-serve and web-based Partners in Humanity (PiH) News Service to commission, select, and disseminate materials and articles that promote constructive perspectives and dialogue between the US and the Muslim world.  PiH News would target local and regional newspapers in the U.S. and in Muslim countries to contribute to and receive pieces for which the rights to reprinting have been secured.  PiH News would commission articles on topical issues such as “the meaning of Jihad”, “views of US foreign policy”, “the role of Shari’a in the modern world”, presenting perspectives that maintain balance, broad coverage and inclusiveness. 

      Expansion of CGNews will: 

· Distribute and disseminate progressive ideas on topics such as democracy, human rights, and coexistence. Most progressive articles are difficult to attain in the Muslim world, and are more widely disseminated in the West.  CGNews is a cost-efficient method to distribute news, articles, and information to the Muslim world, including countries where we are not currently working.

· Give all projects a multiplier effect by widely distributing progressive ideas and by providing access to countries where we are not currently working.  CGNews will disseminate information, as well as announce and promote events, conferences and venues that encourage discourse on relevant issues.  This will allow for all organizations, centers, and individuals to use CGNews to access and disseminate information.  
2) Produce a weekly one-hour television program on US-Muslim issues.  Search for Common Ground (SFCG), partnering with Center for the Study of Islam and Democracy (CSID), proposes to produce and air a television program to be viewed in the Muslim world on current US-Muslim issues.  Through a moderated and facilitated discussion, the program will present varied points of view in an authentic and constructive manner focusing on the current topics at the crux of the divide between the West and the Muslim world.  The topics of discussion will be issues concerning the state of Islamic-American relations and will help identify areas of greatest concern, aiming at increasing the understanding of the issues, and, when possible, identifying areas of consensus on these issues. 

      The program objectives will be to:

· Present relevant and prevalent topics to the general public.  The program will be aired on an Arabic satellite channel into the Muslim world.  This will provide an opportunity for the people in the region to listen to varied points of view on specific concerns, and to the current thinking and development of these issues.  

· Build consensus and mutual understanding.   The discussions, which will be moderated, will include guests with different opinions and views, and will present the issues so as to build mutual understanding on divisive issues and reach consensus or common ground when possible.  

3) Convene US/Arab Film Summit with media and film professionals.  The summit will bring together influential media professionals and decision makers from both the U.S. and Middle East film communities, to increase understanding in a high-visibility, culturally important area and to lay the groundwork for cooperative action and film production that moves beyond existing stereotypes.  The summit, which will allow professionals from the US and the Arab world to meet as mutually respected filmmakers, will explore areas for future collaborations.  

      The objectives of the summit will include: 

· Providing the opportunity for long-term relationship building between the two communities. The summit will help build professional bridges between the two communities, through the meetings, and through subsequent professional exchanges SFCG will organize.   

· Exploring possible collaborative efforts.  
· Examining and ultimately influencing the stereotyping of each other in film.
Common Ground News Service (CGNews)

In an effort to provide a means for common ground perspectives about the Middle East to reach a wider audience, Search for Common Ground and the European Centre for Common Ground have created the Common Ground News Service (CGNews).  

The Common Ground News Service provides news, op-eds, features, and analysis by local and international experts on a broad range of Middle East issues.  We commission original articles as well as circulate previously published articles that can contribute constructively to regional dialogue and understanding.  CGNews syndicates articles that are accurate, balanced, and solution-oriented to news outlets throughout the Middle East and worldwide.

The topics covered by the service include those areas – security, civil society, conflict resolution, and media – in which Search for Common Ground in the Middle East is involved, but we solicit views on the most interesting, constructive, and relevant range of issues possible.  

CGNews is currently received every week by approximately 10,000 readers worldwide including approximately 200 media outlets -- in English, Arabic, and Hebrew. 

CGNews is generously supported by the European Union, the Netherlands Foreign Ministry, the Finnish Foreign Ministry, and the Arca Foundation.  

For more information or to subscribe to the Common Ground News Service, visit the CGNews website at http://www.sfcg.org/cgnews/middle-east.cfm.  You may also contact the Editor, Mr. Tim Werner, at the Search for Common Ground office in Washington, DC, at 202-265-4300 or via e-mail at cgnews@sfcg.org.   

