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     “We empower women!”                                                           Spring 2026 

    Springtime promises renewal, rebirth, and resurrection. This year our ONG St. Gabriel partners and friends 
in Madagascar must add repair and rebuild to those words along with determined energy and hope as they 
struggle to help their city rise again. On February 10, Cyclone Gezani devastated urban and rural Toamasina, 
impacting approximately 99% of the population. It destroyed homes and businesses, damaged the city’s 
electrical grid, and halted the projects that CRMF and ONG St. Gabriel have built for a quarter of a century. 
Of this nightmare storm, Brother Edwin Joseph wrote: "The elders say they have never witnessed such a 
storm. In my 26 years in Madagascar, I have never witnessed such destruction.” 

     Within days, the St. Gabriel team had conducted an urgent needs assessment and submitted cyclone re-
sponse plans to CRMF. Thanks to you, our donors, CRMF has met every documented request for assistance.  
     The Number One priority: potable water. The cyclone damaged the newly dedicated Ranotsara water 
filtration plant in our Model Healthy Village at Ambodisana-Ivondro but the team brought it by canal boat 
from the rural village to the city where it was repaired and became the central clean water distribution sta-
tion for much of Toamasina. Major organizations like Doctors Without Borders and UNICEF feared a cholera 
outbreak in the first weeks after the cyclone. The Ranotsara water filtering system averted that catastrophe 
by supplying tens of thousands of jerry cans of clean water to keep families healthy. 

With remarkable support from donors, nonstop efforts by our partners, and the resilience of Malagasy people . . . 

 

The Ranotsara water filtering system (above left) from our Model Healthy Village provided safe water for city neighborhoods and rural villages. 
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     Limited access to food presented an-
other urgent need for families who lost 
everything in the cyclone, including our 
colleagues, literacy teachers, and pro-
gram beneficiaries. Your donations fund-
ed the purchase of 4.2 tons of rice, 210 
kilos of beans, cooking oil, liquid soap, 
and 2 tons of nutritional supplements, 
which were distributed in the urban and 
rural areas for families with children two 
years of age and younger.                             

    Damage to dwellings left whole families homeless, vulnerable and 
unable to salvage household items. With the help of your donations, 
ONG St. Gabriel was able to buy 348 sheets of corrugated metal 
sheeting to replace roofs that were blown away by the cyclone.       
   Because the city lost electricity and the cyclone destroyed solar pan-
els there was a desperate need for light for learning and safety after 
dark. With CRMF funding, Brother Edwin purchased 1800 hand-held 
rechargeable solar lamps for use in urban and rural neighborhoods. 
With the solar lights literacy learners and grade school students were 
able to continue their studies. Within weeks, all twelve CRMF-funded 
literacy centers reopened! (See photo below on left.) 

     Hundreds of women lost their livelihoods when Cyclone Gezani destroyed the small businesses they had 
built through the Self-Help Group program. With the help of CRMF donors, Brother Edwin and our St. Gabriel 
partners were able to provide small cash payments to 463 women that enabled them to restart their various 
enterprises and restore economic stability to their families. (See the photo above on right.) 
     In the Model Healthy Villages Cyclone Gezani damaged and destroyed family latrines, clean water points, 
and homes. 860 households in three fokontany have received filtered water, food, and solar lights while re-
pairs and reconstruction of crucial sanitation infrastructure continues. (See photos below.) 

     Between now and the end of June, the 
St. Gabriel team hopes to repair the rural 
Ranotsara water station and essential 
bore holes, restart the menstrual hygiene 
program for 480 adolescent girls, and set 
up a food-for-work program. There is still 
so much to be done but we are on our 
way! (Story continues on page 5.)  

Above, distribution of rice and beans and distribution of nutrition supplement. 

Above, rooftops were replaced with corrugated 
aluminum sheets. 
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THANK YOU, ANNUAL FUND DONORS 
 
Anonymous - Many 
Barbara and Marc Alexander 
John Alford 
Karen Amend 
Brian and Annette Anderson 
Rev. Christopher Armstrong 
Leo and  Catherine Arnoult                     
Theresa Aurand, MD and John Nurre, MD 
Gail Barker, MD 
Nancy Baron 
David and Jessica Benson 
S. Patmarie Bernard, SC 
Cheryl Besl 
Lynn and Bob Besl 
Paul and Jane Beyer 
Janet and Robert Boehmer 
Jay Boehmer 
Louise Bower 
Linda M. Bradley 
Jeffrey Brazer 
S. Joyce Brehm, SC 
S. Carol Brenner, SC 
Patricia Bressler 
Ernest Brookfield, MD 
Amita Buddhev, MD 
Janet Buening 
Bill and Anne Burleigh/Burleigh Charitable 
Fund 
Steve and Cynthia Carlton-Ford 
Carmelite Sisters, Oldenburg 
Charitable Adult Rides & Services 
Charities Aid Foundation 
Church of Ascension & Holy Trinity 
Linda and Paul Collett 
S. Kathryn Ann Connelly, SC 
Adam Cooley 
David Cooley 
Grace Cooley 
Mary Cormier 
Andrea and Dick Cornett 
Claire Dase 
Deak Family 
Jody and Ed DeVoid  
Jeffrey Dey 
David and Melanie Dhanraj 
Barbara and Bill Dodds 
Charlie Dorenkott 
DP DEO Sisterhood 
Amy and Don Duffey 
S. Sally Duffy, SC 
Barbara and Joseph Dwyer 
Carol Egner, MD 
Carol Egner/Carol Egner Charitable Gift 
Fund 
Kathy and Dale Elifrits 
Erwin Erhart 
Anthony and Sharon Esposito/Esposito 
Family Fund 
Jim Fox 
Brian Frutchey 
S. Mary Jo Gasdorf, SC 
Wes Gherman, MD 

Susan M. Gibbons 
Mary Kay Gilbert 
Global Giving Foundation 
Eddie and Arlene Goldstein/Goldstein 
Family Foundation 
Elga Gonzalez 
Gould-Yeung Family 
Gary and Susan Greiner                          
Catherine Grieve 
Angie Grover 
Tom and Nancy Gruber 
Emily Haney 
Richard and Lynne Hansen 
Henry Harteveldt 
James and Kathleen Heisel 
Jimmy Heisel 
Wesley Vernon Hicks  
Linda Huelsman 
Carol Jackson 
Kathleen Jacobs/Jacobs Family Trust 
Mary Ann Jacobs 
Darwin James 
Marie-Helene James 
Sandy and Pete Kaiser 
Don and Jane Karches 
Richard and Joanne Kaufman 
Julia Keller 
Jim Kennealy 
Carolyn and Kim Krause 
Connie and Thomas Krebs 
Madeleine & Richard LaJeunesse 
Joe Latham 
Dan Ledford 
Betsy and Michael Liderbach 
Kathy Ludwig 
S. Patricia Malarkey, SC 
Shahla Mallick, MD 
Mary Kathryn Mank/Mank Family Charita-
ble Fund 
Charles and Barb Martini 
Joyce and Bob McElroy 
Thomas and Jean McKiernan 
Casey McLaughlin 
Heidi McLaughlin, MD 
Katy Meinhardt 
S. Judith Metz, SC 
Katie Meyer 
Ariel and Huxley Miller 
Cassie and Gary Mooar 
Robert and Kathleen Murphy 
Eric Nygren 
Alice O'Connell 
Brad and Leslie O'Connell 
James L. O'Connell 
Neil and Ginny O'Connor 
S. Alice Ann O'Neill, SC 
Gina and Mario Onorini 
Dana Palmer 
Todd Perry 
Hazel and Mike Presnell 
Pulmonary-Respiratory Therapy/Good 
Samaritan Hospital 
Carl and Nancy Riesenbeck 
Kathy Rockwood 

Rotary Foundation of Cincinnati 
Jean Ruehlmann Roberts 
Jim and Donna Ruehlmann 
Judy and Dave Ruehlmann 
Lynn and Bill Ruehlmann 
Pete and Kathy Ruehlmann 
SC Ministry Foundation 
Janice Schaefer/Schaefer Family Living 
Trust 
Edward Schutte 
Donna Shapleigh 
Angela and Brian Siefert 
Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati 
Odile Sternis 
Drs. Leslie Brookfield Stone and Arvey 
Stone/Brookfield Stone Charitable Fund  
Tom and Margie Straus 
Susan Strickland 
Roger and Cynthia Sublett 
Susan and John Tew 
Ann Tillman 
David and Margie Tondow 
TriHealth/Good Samaritan Foundation 
Maria and Chris Uhlenbrock 
Michal Usowicz 
Vishal Foundation, Inc. 
W.K.Kellogg Foundation 
Adrienne and Robert Walsh 
Carol Warnick 
The Watson Foundation 
Catherine and Colin Welch 
Sharon and Joseph Welch 
Carolyn White 
Susan and Thomas Wilber 
Judy Wilson 
Andrea and David Wiltse 
Dave and Ginny Wiltse 
David and Virginia Wiltse Family Fund 
Meg Wiltse 
Bob and Marilyn Zimmerman 
 
In honor of Carol Egner, MD 
Linda M. Bradley 
Patricia Bressler 
Esposito Family Fund 
Drs. Leslie and Arvey Stone 
 
In honor of Dave Wiltse, MD 
Pulmonary-Respiratory Therapy/Good 
Samaritan Hospital 
 
In honor of Dave and Ginny Wiltse 
Linda and Paul Collett 
 
In honor of Darwin James 
Marie-Helene James 
 
In honor of our families 
Barbara and Bill Dodds 
 
In memory of Walter and Dennis Dase 
Claire Dase 
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THANK YOU, CYCLONE GEZANI DONORS! 
 
Angel and Gaelle Aguilar 
Anonymous 
Rev. Christopher Armstrong 
Robert and Carol Ashmead 
Lawrence Averbeck 
Mary Basch 
David and Jessica Benson 
Tony Bertke 
Cheryl Besl 
Lynn and Bob Besl 
Casey and Jim Betz 
Rachel and Alfred Bizzarri 
Janet and Robert Boehmer 
Jay Boehmer 
Steven Boehmer 
Linda M. Bradley 
Mary Brandstetter 
Deborah Brauch 
S. Carol Brenner, SC 
Gregory Buening 
Bill and Anne Burleigh/ 
Burleigh Charitable Fund 
Kathy and Pat Ciarla 
Linda and Paul Collett 
Andrea and Dick Cornett 
Jody and Ed DeVoid 
Dave and Melanie Dhanraj 
Barbara and Bill Dodds 
Jean Donadieu 
Charlie Dorenkott 
Mary Duennes 
Amy and Don Duffey 
S. Sally Duffy, SC 
Barbara and Joseph Dwyer 
Carol Egner, MD 
Timothy Egner 
Kathy and Dale Elifrits 
Janis Erhart Eppensteiner 
Janet Frank 
Gabriel Bengals Fan 
Linda Gelhaus 
Susan M. Gibbons 
Theresa and Frank Golbeck 
Missy Ruehlmann Groat 
John Gruber 
Tom and Nancy Gruber 
Linda Heile 
Sylvia Hendon 
Joyce and Scott Huber 
Linda Huelsman 
Antonio Iemmola 
Tom Imhoff 
Carol Jackson 
Mary Ann Jacobs 
Darwin James 
Marie-Helene James 
Zoe Lake 

Kathy and Joe Langley 
Dan Ledford 
Rosemary Lemke 
Denise Lottman 
David and Mandy Lowe 
John McKiernan 
Casey McLaughlin 
Shawna McQuillan 
Katy Meinhardt 
Linda Merwin 
Ariel and Huxley Miller 
Sarah and Wes Miller 
Cassie and Gary Mooar 
Thomas Niehaus 
Maureen Niemeier 
Robert Noyes 
Mary Carol and William O’Brien 
Brad and Leslie O’Connell 
James L. O’Connell 
Gina and Mario Onorini 
Jenna Ortiz 
Jennifer Pierce 
Elizabeth Podgorski 
Hazel and Mike Presnell 
Jean Ruehlmann Roberts 
Jim and Donna Ruehlmann 
Gregory Ruehlmann 
Lynn and Bill Ruehlmann 
Mark and Anna Ruehlmann 
Pete and Kathy Ruehlmann 
Karen Schachleiter 
Julie Schmidt 
Allison Schwandner 
Nicholas Schwandner 
Seton High School – Seton Helping Saints 
Donna Shapleigh 
Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati 
Jocelyn Sluka 
Anthony Steele 
Patricia and Bill Stetter 
Jan Stockton 
Margie and Tom Straus 
Roger and Cynthia Sublett 
Linda Tuttle 
Elaine Volker 
W.K. Kellogg Foundation 
Mary Ann and Mark Weber 
Catherine and Colin Welch 
Sharon and Joseph Welch 
Sam Williford 
Judy Wilson 
Andrea and David Wiltse 
Dave and Ginny Wiltse/David & Virginia 
Wiltse Family Fund 
Meg Wiltse 
Mary Jean Zinngrabe 
Claude and Jean Zinngrabe/ 
Zinngrabe 2004 Charitable Trust 

We remember with love 

VEROMANJAKA DORDINETTE 

   It is with great sadness that we, 
the team of ONG St. Gabriel and 
CRMF, announce the death of our 
team’s Vero on February 25, 2026. 
For more than 20 years, she 
served with dedication, compas-
sion and unwavering commitment 
to the cause of educating the poor 
of Madagascar. As leader of the 
Literacy Initiative projects, Vero 
devoted herself to adult literacy, 
the empowerment of girls and 
women, the creation of computer 
technology programs for youth, 
and to making sure the children of 
poor families had an opportunity 
to return to elementary school. 
Under her guidance, the Literacy 
Initiative became a national mod-
el, respected by regional and na-
tional authorities. Rest in peace, 
dear friend! 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
 
Caring Response Madagascar Foundation partners with the poor of Toamasina, Madagascar, to improve their lives through educa-
tion, the development of economic self-sufficiency, public health, and medical training. We emphasize the advancement of women 
and girls. ONG St. Gabriel, our partner in Toamasina, implements our programs. 
Our project goals are aligned with the Sustainable Development Goals of the United Nations. 
 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Jason Boehmer 
Carol Egner, M.D. 
Darwin James 

 
John McKiernan 
Ariel Miller 
E. Huxley Miller, Jr., M.D. 

 
David E. Wiltse, Board Chair 
David Wiltse, M.D. 
Virginia Wiltse, Director 

(Continued from page 2)  

Cyclone Gezani tore the roof off the Ankirihiry CSB II, home to our Saving the 
Lives of Mothers and Babies project, destroyed the crucial sterilizer which 
disinfects essential medical instruments, ruined quantities of medication, and 
left the clinic without clean water. ONG St. Gabriel supplied the CSB with 
clean water and with your donations CRMF paid for new roofs for the CSB 
and its staff, bought a new sterilizer and also supplied essential medications 
to the clinic, the city prison and the local hospital emergency room. 

 
 
 
         
  
  
      
      

 
 

         Our dear friends, the Sisters at the Dispensary Antsiramandroso, suffered catastrophic damage to 
the dispensary’s physical buildings and lost all the solar panels that supply their electricity. The  dispen-
sary is now resupplied with solar electricity and its buildings are well under repair, thanks to CRMF do-
nors and St. Gabriel work crews. “The support we received has been crucial,” said Sister Pauline, director 
of the Dispensary Antsiramandroso. “ It allowed us to restore electricity and continue treating patients, 
even during difficult conditions.”  

 
    Brother Edwin reflected on the impact of the storm with wisdom writing, 
“The wind may have torn our roofs, uprooted our trees, silenced our net-
works—but it did not uproot our solidarity. Perhaps that is our quiet strength. 
Cyclone Gezani has written a painful chapter in our history. But it has also re-
minded us that even in the poorest corners of the planet, even under the most 
violent winds, the human heart still stands. And that, no storm can destroy.” 

St. Gabriel provided vitally important     
clean water to  the maternity clinic. 

Above, left, the new Popinelle sterilizer, and on the right, arrival of medicines and supplies 

Left, the dispensary after the cyclone, and right, with new solar panels installed. Below, reconstruction of the buildings continues. 
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CRMF welcomes your donations! 
 
Donate securely through our website: caringresponse.org 
Donate by check:  
CRMF, 1193 Balmoral Dr., Cincinnati, OH 45233 
Questions? Contact us at crmf@fuse.net 

Words of thanks from our friends 

“We are the Tafita Self-Help Group, engaged in artisanal activities to 
support our families. The cyclone severely affected us: our business 
spaces were damaged, and all our tools were destroyed. In a single mo-
ment, we lost our livelihoods. Today, thanks to the support of CRMF 
through Saint Gabriel NGO, we are slowly recovering. We have repaired 
our workspaces and started our activities again. Step by step, we are 
selling again and regaining hope. We sincerely thank CRMF and Saint 
Gabriel NGO.” 

“My name is Françoise, and I am the mother of a 6-month-old baby girl, 
Princilla. We are very happy to have received these nutritional supplements 
for our children. Nowadays, baby food has become very expensive, so this 
free support is a great relief for our family.” 
 
“My name is Sylvianne, and I am the mother of a 4-month-old 
baby boy, Roel. I would like to sincerely thank CRMF and 
Saint Gabriel NGO for providing food support to our children. 
We feel very fortunate to receive this assistance, which will 
help cover our children’s nutritional needs for the coming months.” 

“I am speaking today on behalf of the entire team at CSB2 Ankirihiry. When Cyclone 
Gezani struck, our health center was severely damaged — the entire roof was de-
stroyed. Every time it rained, water leaked throughout the building, making our 
work extremely difficult. Thanks to CRMF, a new roof has been installed. Today, our 
center is fully restored, and we are able to work in safe and stable conditions, even 
during heavy rains. This support has truly transformed our daily work.”  
Dr. Alberte Razafitsitamy, Director, Ankirihiry CSB II 

 
Special thanks to ONG St. Gabriel’s Communications Director, Minniella Annissou Warda, for sending CRMF 
reports on post-cyclone activities, photos, updates, and videos. We could not have created this newsletter 
without her help!  

“I am very grateful to Saint Gabriel NGO because what they have done for me 
exceeded my expectations. Thanks to the cash assistance they provided, I was 
able to buy materials to rebuild my house. What makes me especially happy 
is that the toilet built with the NGO’s support was not destroyed. “  
Mme Anitha Josée 


