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1. Project Overview

The Eduplex Empowerment & Bursary Initiative provides comprehensive educational, therapeutic
and technological support to deaf learners from disadvantaged backgrounds. The programme was
established in response to the significant barriers faced by deaf children in South Africa, including
limited access to quality education, specialised support services, appropriate hearing technology and
healthcare.

The project aims to ensure that deaf learners are able to participate meaningfully in an inclusive
mainstream educational environment alongside their hearing peers.

The bursary programme is designed to provide 40 deaf learners with the support they require to
develop academically, socially and personally, while building the listening and spoken-language
skills necessary for greater independence and future opportunities.

2. Support Provided During the Reporting Period

During the reporting period, the project continued to provide full educational support to the
participating bursary learners, together with specialised therapeutic and audiological services.

Support included:

¢ School tuition costs;

e Aftercare support;

o Registration Fees;

e Nutritious meals;

e Speech therapy and Auditory-Verbal Therapy (AVT);

o Parent guidance and support;

e Audiological services;

e Maintenance and support of hearing aids and cochlear implants;
o Hearing assessments and hearing-aid verification;

o Earmolds and hearing-aid batteries where required; and

e Cochlear-implant-related support and mapping as needed.



3. Beneficiaries Reached
During the reporting period:

Indicator Result
Bursary learners supported 40
Learners receiving full educational support 40
Learners receiving speech therapy / AVT 40
Learners receiving audiological services 40

The 40 deaf bursary learners supported are beneficiaries of the programme. The program is
intended to enable deaf children to learn alongside hearing peers while developing the
communication, academic and social skills required for greater independence.

4. Progress and Impact

A major area of progress during this reporting period was the continued provision of specialised
speech and language intervention.

Speech therapy services were provided consistently throughout the four-month period, with
individual learners receiving sessions.

The project also continued to address practical educational and technology-related needs. These
expenses included occupational therapy, educational support, examination-related costs, hearing-
device components and maintenance, additional learner assistance, catering and transport-related
support.

This integrated approach is important because the barriers experienced by deaf learners are not
limited to hearing loss itself. Access to appropriate technology, therapy, education, nutrition and
family support all contribute to a learner's ability to participate fully in school.

5. Financial Summary

The Audiology expenditure recorded for the period is presented below:

g:x;:gsi)ture category (Audiology June July August |September|Total

Speech therapy 181,402.33]($1,488.18)$3,663.22| $3,119.46 [$9,673.20 |
Other educational expenses 15263.90 [$386.51 [$1,590.01]] $2,309.04 [$4,549.45 |
Total based on monthly entries 191,666.22/[$1,874.69]$5,253.23| $5,428.50 [$14,222.65]

The Education expenditure recorded for the period is presented below:

Expenditure category (Education Pre- Primary High Total
Services) School School School

‘Registration Fees (Once Off) H H H H$815,83 ‘
[School Fees (Annually) 1827,333.00$121,100.00  ][$76,000.00 |$224,433 |
After Care Fees (Annually) 193.528.00 [[$18,667.00 |30 (822,195 |
Total 1930,861.001/$139,767.00  |$76,000.00 |$247,443.83]




6. Significant Achievements
Several important achievements were recorded during the reporting period:

1. Continued access to specialised education for 40 deaf learners
All 40 bursary learners continued to receive full educational support, reducing the financial barriers
that might otherwise prevent them from accessing quality inclusive education.

2. Continued access to speech and language intervention
Fourty learners received speech therapy/AVT. This is particularly significant within the Eduplex
model, which places strong emphasis on listening and spoken-language development.

3. Continued audiological support
Fourty received audiological services, helping to ensure that hearing technology and related
interventions remain aligned with individual learner needs.

4. Provision of essential educational and technology-related support

Additional expenditure supported learners with educational, therapeutic and hearing-related needs,
including technology components, occupational therapy, additional assistance and other educational
requirements.

5. Strengthening inclusion and learner independence

The programme continued to support deaf learners within an inclusive mainstream educational
environment. The long-term objective is not simply school attendance, but enabling learners to
develop the communication, academic and social skills necessary to become increasingly
independent.

7. Challenges

The need for comprehensive support remains significant. Deaf learners from disadvantaged
backgrounds can face multiple barriers simultaneously, including the cost of specialised education,
hearing technology, therapy and other support services. Many bursary families have limited
financial resources, making continued donor support essential to maintaining the full package of
services required by each learner.

8. Conclusion

The Eduplex Empowerment & Bursary Initiative continues to make a direct and meaningful
difference in the lives of deaf learners who might otherwise face significant barriers to quality
education and specialised support.

The continued partnership and support of GlobalGiving donors enables Eduplex to provide more
than access to a school place. It enables deaf children to receive the education, therapy, technology
and support they need to participate fully, develop confidence and work towards independent and
fulfilling futures.
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