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Our History

� Shashamane Sunrise was founded after a visit to rural Ethiopia where Dr. Williamson and 

Mr. Rose were approached by a 12-year old boy, named Sam, who ardently beseeched 

the foreign visitors for a pencil for school. In the major cities of Ethiopia, Dr. Williamson 

and Mr. Rose were accustomed to impoverished kids asking foreigners for money, but 

they have never encountered demands for school supplies before

� Befuddled by Sam's appeal, they requested a visit to his school, JRDC. There, they 

learned that small contributions, such as pencils, from collective individuals were making 

it possible for Sam and his peers to pursue their academic goalsit possible for Sam and his peers to pursue their academic goals

� To a low-income Ethiopian student, like Sam, a pencil has tremendous value as it is a 

fundamental tool to education.   A pencil is treasured from the time it is first sharpen 

until it reaches the eraser, as Sam and others like him know that they may not be able to 

easily obtain another.  Thus, accessibility to a pencil determines the limit of Sam's 

learning capabilities and eventually his chances of overcoming poverty

� Though on their initial visit, Dr. Williamson and Mr. Rose did not have a pencil at their 

disposal to donate, on their next visit they did not go empty handed. They brought 

boxes of pencils, as well as books, pens, rulers, and other school supplies; this is how 

Shashamane Sunrise was created, named after the town Sam went to school
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Did You Know?

� Worst places are: Somalia, Eritrea, Haiti, 

Comoros, Ethiopia, Chad, Burkina Faso, 

Central African Republic, Mozambique, and 

Zimbabwe

� In sub-Saharan Africa, 48% of children do not 

complete primary school 

The top ten worst places in the world to be a 

school child are in Africa and the Caribbean

� Approximately 171 million people could 

be lifted out of poverty if all students in 

low-income countries left school with just 

basic reading skills

Research shows that getting all children

into school has a direct impact on economic

growth and brings poverty dividends

Sources
1. “Back to School? The worst places in the world”, Global Campaign for Education, Sep 2010 
2. “Education for all Global Monitoring Report”, UNESCO, 2010
3. “Poverty and Education”, The International Institute for Educational Planning and International Academy of Education, 2008 3

complete primary school 

� Key reasons that the poor do not enroll or 

stay in school includes:

– Financial costs of an education (e.g., 

school fees, uniforms, books)

– School location (few schools in rural 

areas, thus high transport costs)

– Opportunity cost (i.e. child need to work)

– Quality of education 

– Benefits of an education not apparent to 

parents 

� If every girl and boy in Africa received a 

primary education, 7 million cases of 

HIV/AIDS could be prevented in a decade

� An adult who has completed primary 

education is likely to earn 50% more than 

an adult who has never been to school

� Completing just four years of basic 

education makes a farmer an average of 

8.7% more productive



Why We Exist?

� Shashamane Sunrise is a 501(c)(3) registered volunteer organization founded in

2005 to support children’s education in the developing world, with particular focus

on Africa and the Caribbean

� While Shashamane Sunrise may not be alone in its efforts to empower children in

the developing world, it distinguishes itself from other educational non-profits by

– Focusing on remote areas that are rarely the focus of international donors

– Supporting high-quality education through partnerships with schools with– Supporting high-quality education through partnerships with schools with

high teacher involvement

– Conducting vocational workshops that will help students understand how to

apply school curriculum in their immediate surroundings

– Conducting school visits to ensure school supplies are directly delivered to the

students and capital projects are being implemented

– Measuring the impact of donations on students’ education and overall school

performance

– Involving the community to ensure that the efforts are sustainable
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Our Vision & Mission

Shashamane’s vision is to create a learning environment where every child has the opportunity to 

pursue his/her academic goals.  It is our mission to ensure that each student is adequately 

equipped with the necessary educational resources to ensure a significant increase in school 

enrollment, attendance and graduation rate.  We believe that each student should have access to:

Adequate School 
supplies
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Core curriculum in 
math, science, 
reading/writing, 
arts, history, 
physical education

Ample instructional time 
by skilled teachers

supplies

Nutritious Meal

Appropriate technology to 
be competitive

Classroom 
supplies

Library with a 
variety of books

Safe School Infrastructure with clean water, 
hygienic sanitation, adequate electricity
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� To execute our mission, Shashamane partners with primary schools in low-

income areas and provide the school and students the necessary resources to

implement school programs/curriculums, execute capital projects, sharpen

teachers’ skills and address hunger/needs faced by students

� Shashamane selects its school based on the following criteria:

1. Primary Education: We believe that we will have the greatest impact

working with students at a formative stage

How We Work?

working with students at a formative stage

2. School size of 200-400: We prefer to work with small schools that are able

to respond to local needs and conditions and impact student performance

3. Rural / Remote areas: Our focus is to serve low-income students, especially

the ones that are located in rural communities inaccessible via major public

transportation

4. Significant involvement from stakeholders: We seek to work with teachers

and staff that are motivated to come to school regularly. We also look for

parents and community support for the school
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We follow a 4-step process to ensure that our efforts are truly impacting the students

2. Shashamane solicits 2. Shashamane solicits 

1. At the beginning of 

each year, Shashamane 

assesses each school 

needs to determine 

which projects to sponsor

How We Work? (cont’d)
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projects

2. Shashamane solicits 

international and local 

volunteers to help run 

workshops/programs  

and/or execute capital 

projects

3. Shashamane and its 

volunteers work with 

each school to ensure 

successful delivery of 

project(s)

4. At the end of school 

year, Shashamane 

administers a survey to 

measure the impact of 

our efforts 



Green Island Primary 

School 

(Jamaica) – 500 

students that are likely 

to miss school due to 

hunger

Green Island Primary 

School 

(Jamaica) – 500 

students that are likely 

to miss school due to 

hunger

Shashamane has partnered with 12 schools in 6 countries to support a total of 4000+ students

Carapo RC Primary School 

(Trinidad) – 330

Carapo RC Primary School 

(Trinidad) – 330Herman HerauxHerman Heraux

Windsor Forest Primary 

School 

(Jamaica) – 188 students 

that would like to connect 

with a pal on Facebook

Windsor Forest Primary 

School 

(Jamaica) – 188 students 

that would like to connect 

with a pal on Facebook

JRDC School 

(Ethiopia) - 400 

students with no 

school latrines or 

fence to protect 

from vandals

JRDC School 

(Ethiopia) - 400 

students with no 

school latrines or 

fence to protect 

from vandals

Our Schools
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Salybia Government 

Primary School 

(Trinidad) – 56

Students with no 

science lab

Salybia Government 

Primary School 

(Trinidad) – 56

Students with no 

science lab

Fishing Pond 

Primary School

(Trinidad) – 101

Students with no 

library

Fishing Pond 

Primary School

(Trinidad) – 101

Students with no 

library

(Trinidad) – 330

Students that wish that they 

had a storytelling book to 

expand their imaginations

(Trinidad) – 330

Students that wish that they 

had a storytelling book to 

expand their imaginations

Roxborough Secondary 

School (Tobago) – 320 

students with few 

skilled science teachers

Roxborough Secondary 

School (Tobago) – 320 

students with few 

skilled science teachers

Herman Heraux

(Haiti) – 500 

students with no 

clean water to drink 

while in school

Herman Heraux

(Haiti) – 500 

students with no 

clean water to drink 

while in school

Senator Obama  

PS/SS (Kenya) – 924 

students sitting on 

broken desk and 

rocking chairs to 

attend math class

Senator Obama  

PS/SS (Kenya) – 924 

students sitting on 

broken desk and 

rocking chairs to 

attend math class

Ngora-Okoboi Primary 

School (Uganda) – 503 

students waiting for the 

rain to pass to attend class 

in a roofless room 

Ngora-Okoboi Primary 

School (Uganda) – 503 

students waiting for the 

rain to pass to attend class 

in a roofless room 

New New 
Comers

Existing Existing 
Schools

Mutumbu Girls 

School (Kenya) -

157 girls wishing 

they can play 

scientist for a day 

Mutumbu Girls 

School (Kenya) -

157 girls wishing 

they can play 

scientist for a day 



School
# of Students 

Benefited
Accomplishments

Windsor Forest 188

� Created a reading room / library  to provide a space for children to read 

books and share ideas

� Donated library books and multifunction fax/printer/scanner to school

Carapo

Salybia

Fishing Pond

70 

� Conducted a career-day at the University of Trinidad & Tobago to expose 

students to careers in sports, sciences and the arts

� Invited several national leaders in the sports, science and arts fields to 

share their experience/journey with the students  

Carapo

Fishing Pond 100

� Conducted school visits to a local museum to view the international 

dinosaur exhibit   “A T. Rex Named Sue”

2010 Accomplishments
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Fishing Pond

Salybia

100 dinosaur exhibit   “A T. Rex Named Sue”

� Educated students on dinosaurs history and anatomy

Salybia 56

� Conducted careers and science workshops in conjunction with UTT BME

� Established a fishing pond and two grow boxes  to help support 

agriculture and aquaculture programs

Roxborough 320 � Conducted careers and science workshops in conjunction with UTT BME

JRDC 400

� Sponsored volunteer led school renovation projects including painting  of 

entire school and 12 classrooms, roof repairs and fence repairs

� Renovated student playground by cleaning-up school yard, planting trees 

and re-doing the landscaping

Mutumbu 151
� Installed a new energy-efficient wood-burning stove that support school 

lunch programs

All Schools 2,800 � Donated school supplies and sporting equipment



� In 2010, Shashamane spent approximately $19K on 

its schools doing various of projects for an average 

cost of $14 per student

� Many individuals supported our mission and 100% 

of donated funds went directly to our program 

services

� Shashamane also operates efficiently as our 

administrative costs was only 13%

� Shashamane’s operational costs were covered 

entirely by its board members and a small group of 

2010 Financials
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entirely by its board members and a small group of 

sponsors dedicated to the mission 



Our 2011 Plan

TBD - Shashamane is currently in the process of assessing school needs
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Our Board of Directors

�President: Dr. Rene Zazou Williamson, PhD

Professor Biomedical Engineering, UTT 

rene@shashamanesunrise.org

�Vice President: Mark Rose 

Telecommunications Engineer, Verizon, NY, NY 

� Secretary: Horace Grant 

Consultant, Pittsburgh, PA 

horacegrant@shashamanesunrise.org

� Fundraising Chair: Nordrene Henry-Johnson 

Sr. Account Manager, New Island Hospital, NY 
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Telecommunications Engineer, Verizon, NY, NY 

markos@shashamanesunrise.org

�Treasurer: Berenice Belizaire 

Management Consultant, NY, NY 

berenice@shashamanesunrise.org

norda@shashamanesunrise.org

�Public Relations Chair: Sean Webster

CEO, M.A.P.P. Solutions, NY, NY

sean@shashamanesunrise.org



Shashamane Sunrise in the news…
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How You Can Help…

Shashamane is committed to use your contributions and efforts in the most efficient,

effective way possible. There are various ways that you can help empowering a child

with essential educational tools

Sponsor a ProjectSponsor a Project

� Every year, we undertake a particular project (e.g., building a

library, establishing a cafeteria or meal program) in our schools;

please consider sponsoring a project; sponsors are invited to

participate in planning and implementation of projects
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Donate CashDonate Cash

Donate school supplies 

& equipments 

Donate school supplies 

& equipments 

VolunteerVolunteer

� 100% of your contributions will be used for program services

� Please consider your company matching gifts, if offered

� School supplies donations such as books (in English, French,

Amharic), pens, pencils, crayons, math kits, etc.. are welcome

�We will greatly appreciate large donations such as computers

�We are constantly looking for volunteers to run workshops in our

schools and to assist with school capital projects; please consider

traveling with us to our schools to help make a difference



Our Contact Info

Website: http://www.shashamanesunrise.org/

Email: shashamanesunrise@gmail.com

Facebook: Shashamane Sunrise

Twitter: http://twitter.com/shashsun

Please contact us if you would like to help or have any questions
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Twitter: http://twitter.com/shashsun

YouTube: shashamanesunrise

Skype: shashamanesunrise

Address: PO Box 6088, Freeport NY, 11520

Phone/Fax: (203) 653 1932


