- Library founded : 2001

- Librarian : KOUR A Ivette

- Asst. librariam : KOURA Zomizou
- Number af books itn stock : 2,150

- Visits to the Zobmr}/ 17,022 (2009)

Bereba is located in Burkina Faso, 25
kilometers from Hounde in the pro-
vince of Tuy. The village has about
6,000 inhabitants made up of mostly
Bwaba, Mossi and Peuhl ethnic groups
and speak Bwamu and Jula. Cotton is
a big industry and the vast majority of
farmers in Bereba cultivate cotton as
well as corn.
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ﬁhe library of Bereba was FAVL's first
established library. It is also one of its
most frequented libraries. Equiped with
solar panels and two librarians, nume-
rous activities take place including film
screenings on topics like health and
HIV/AIDS. Young students particularly
love FAVL's reading camps that take
place every summer at the library.




Friends of African Village Libraries (FAVL)
helps villagers in rural Africa set up small libra-
ries where children and adults can read stories,
novels, newspapers, non-fiction, poetry, and
history.

FAVL's mission is to establish libraries that will
serve entire communities — from students and
teachers to children who have not yet started
school and adults who may have had little edu-
cation at all.

Since its founding in 2001 as a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, FAVL has established and successfully
managed eight village libraries in Burkina Faso, three in Ghana, one in Tanzania and one in Uganda.

FAVL typically works with communities and donors
willing to fund the refurbishment and maintenance
of a locally donated building for use as a library,
pay for initial and periodic training of librarians, pay
the salary of the librarian, fund initial and ongoing
purchases of local books by African authors, and
ship appropriate donated books from abroad.
FAVL requests a significant contribution from the
village community. Usually this means the dona-
tion of an old building in the village center that is
suitable for conversion for use as a library. A library
committee made up of village leaders is entrusted
with overall and day-to-day supervision of the
library. FAVL partners, with local non-profit organi-
zations and village committees, oversee library
operations.

FAVL managed libraries typically have between
1,000 and 2,000 books suitable for pre-school,
primary and secondary school students and
literate adults. A paid librarian operates the
library for 20 hours or more each week. The libra-
ries are open to the public and subscribers have
the right to take home books for two weeks after
paying a very modest annual fee. In Burkina
Faso the fees are 20 cents for children and
students, 40 cents for village residents, and 60
cents for government officials per year. Libra-
rians have discretion to give out free mem-
berships to children whom they believe do not
have the financial means to become subscribers.
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