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Children
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From the Streets of Zambia: A Child’s
Cry for Hope

In Zambia, estimates vary — some
sources suggest there are around 75,000
street children in major cities, though the
true number is believed to be much
higher given the challenges of tracking
this population. 

During our recent visit, we witnessed this
reality in a deeply personal way. While
eating at a Hungry Lion restaurant, we
noticed a little boy, no older than eight,
sitting just outside on the sidewalk—
soiled clothes, and clearly malnourished.
He lingered, begging for scraps. Then,
summoning courage, he stepped into
the restaurant, quietly pleading with
diners for food.
This heartbreaking scene is all too
familiar in both Zambia and Tanzania. It
pressed on our hearts to do more, to
reach more.
We learned that this boy lives with an
unemployed older brother who is unable
to care for him. He is not enrolled in
school, 

but he looked us in the eye and
asked, “Can you put me in school?”
Struck by his desire for learning, we
responded that we would do
everything possible to help.
We bought him a meal — nothing
elaborate, just enough food — so he
could return home without needing
to beg that day. Then we gave him
our contact information, hoping his
brother will find a way to reach out.
His story is just one of thousands
across Zambia, where many children
struggle without food, shelter, or
access to school. Economic hardship
and broken safety nets have forced
countless young ones to survive on
the streets. 



T h r o u g h  t h e  S p o n s o r - A - C h i l d  p r o g r a m ,  w e  a r e  n o w  b e g i n n i n g  t o
r e g i s t e r  o u r  f i r s t  c h i l d r e n  i n  Z a m b i a ,   t o  p r o v i d e  t h e m  w i t h  e d u c a t i o n ,
n o u r i s h m e n t ,  a n d  h o p e .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  s t a n d i n g  w i t h  u s  a s  w e  w o r k  t o
c h a n g e  l i v e s — o n e  c h i l d  a t  a  t i m e .

W h e n  T h e r e  A r e  N o  C l a s s r o o m s
B e y o n d  t h e  h e a r t b r e a k i n g  n u m b e r  o f  c h i l d r e n  l i v i n g  o n  t h e  s t r e e t s ,  w e
a l s o  d i s c o v e r e d  a n o t h e r  s i l e n t  c r i s i s  i n  Z a m b i a — t h e  l a c k  o f  p r o p e r
l e a r n i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t s .  I n  s e v e r a l  v i l l a g e s  o u t s i d e  t h e  m a i n  t o w n s ,
c h i l d r e n  g a t h e r  u n d e r  t r e e s  o r  s i t  o n  r o u g h  s t o n e s  t o  a t t e n d  c l a s s .
T h e r e  a r e  n o  d e s k s ,  n o  c h a i r s ,  a n d  o f t e n  n o  r o o f s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e m  f r o m
t h e  h a r s h  s u n  o r  r a i n .
T h e s e  c h i l d r e n  s i t  q u i e t l y  o n  t h e  g r o u n d ,  b a l a n c i n g  t h e i r  n o t e b o o k s  o n
t h e i r  l a p s ,  l i s t e n i n g  c a r e f u l l y  t o  t e a c h e r s  w h o  d o  t h e i r  b e s t  w i t h
a l m o s t  n o t h i n g .  W h e n  i t  r a i n s ,  s c h o o l  s t o p s .  W h e n  t h e  w i n d  b l o w s ,
p a p e r s  s c a t t e r .  Y e t ,  d e s p i t e  i t  a l l ,  t h e i r  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  s h i n e s .  T h e s e
c h i l d r e n  a r e  e a g e r  t o  l e a r n ,  t o  r e a d ,  a n d  t o  d r e a m  o f  a  b e t t e r  f u t u r e .
E d u c a t i o n  i s  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  b u t  w i t h o u t  c l a s s r o o m s
a n d  b a s i c  r e s o u r c e s ,  m a n y  a r e  l e f t  b e h i n d .  T h a t  i s  w h y  o u r  m i s s i o n
g o e s  b e y o n d  f o o d  a n d  s p o n s o r s h i p — i t  e x t e n d s  t o  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  e v e r y
c h i l d  l e a r n s  i n  a  s a f e ,  d i g n i f i e d ,  a n d  s u p p o r t i v e  e n v i r o n m e n t .
W e  a r e  c o m m i t t e d  t o  w o r k i n g  w i t h  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  p a r t n e r s  t o
h e l p  b u i l d  a n d  e q u i p  c l a s s r o o m s  w h e r e  c h i l d r e n  c a n  g r o w ,  t h r i v e ,  a n d
p u r s u e  t h e i r  d r e a m s .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  s t a n d i n g  w i t h  u s ,  b e l i e v i n g  i n  o u r
m i s s i o n ,  a n d  m a k i n g  i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  u s  t o  b r i n g  h o p e  a n d  l a s t i n g
c h a n g e — o n e  c l a s s r o o m  a t  a  t i m e .



Back in Tanzania, we are approaching the end of the school year this
November. The children will be on break in December and return to school in
January 2026. As we shared last month, we are overjoyed to announce a
major milestone—our first child has graduated from high school!
His name is Hussein, and his journey is one of perseverance and grace.
When Hussein’s father passed away, his family fell into instant poverty. They
were nearly homeless, struggling to find food each day. Three years ago, we
welcomed Hussein and his three siblings into the Sponsor-A-Child program.
Since then, we have been blessed to walk beside them, providing school
fees, tutoring, meals, housing, and emotional support.
Because of your generosity, Hussein was able to stay in school, attend
boarding school this year, and now proudly graduate. We are still waiting for
his test results, but we could not be prouder of how far he has come.
Hussein’s sister Saumu, and Joseph, share similar stories. Without your
support, they might have been on the streets fighting to survive—but today
they are in school, learning, growing, and dreaming of a brighter future.
Each month, we visit the three children during family visitation day, bringing
them essentials such as notebooks, shoes, socks, peanut butter, pocket
money, sugar, and other supplies they need to succeed.
To all our sponsors—thank you. Your kindness is changing lives and shaping
futures. Because of you, these children have hope, dignity, and the chance
to reach their full potential.

H o p e  i n  Ta n z a n i a :  O u r  F i r s t  G r a d u a t e
Hussein                              Saumu                     Joseph



-Sponsor a child today
-Tell your friends and family about our work

-Like and follow us on social media @wowtanzania
-Contact us or donate using the information below

Thank you for helping us make the world a better place—one child at a time.

     https://donorbox.org/SAC-PROJECT

Please write or call for an application
at EMAIL: info@wowtanzania.org

TEL: +255 684 917 161
https://www.wowtanzania.org 

ADDRESS: 
P.O. BOX 134

USA RIVER, TANZANIA
23000 AFRICA

H A V E  A N Y  Q U E S T I O N S  A B O U T  V O L U N T E E R I N G  W I T H  U S ?

@wowtanzania  |  info@wowtanzania.org  |  https://linktr.ee/wakefulnessngo

Volunteer With Us Today

Joseph and Saumu Say Thank You!

https://donorbox.org/SAC-PROJECT
https://www.wowtanzania.org/
https://linktr.ee/wakefulnessngo
https://linktr.ee/wakefulnessngo

