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Overview
Sustainable conservation of Africa’s diverse ecosystems and wildlife cannot be achieved without securing the well-being of local communities. In turn, wildlife and habitat offer opportunities to sustainably enhance the livelihoods of communities.  Africa Bridge, with a 25-year history of poverty alleviation for families, is partnering with the Manyara Ranch Management Trust to provide a sustainable pathway to prosperity for communities and environments of the four wards around the Manyara Ranch in the Tarangire/Manyara Wildlife Corridor in Northern Tanzania.
The Tarangire-Manyara Ecosystem (TME) is one of the world’s most important remaining refuges for wildlife. It is characterized by semi-arid palatable grasslands, which provide an ideal habitat for Africa’s large mammal species. It is also vital for grazing livestock, the traditional livelihood of many of the people in the area. The ecosystem covers approximately 22,000 km2 east and south of East Africa's Great Rift Valley escarpment. 
The Manyara Ranch, managed by the African Wildlife Foundation (AWF) from 2013 - 2024 is a significant component of the TME because it allows for the free movement of wildlife between two of Africa’s most important wildlife refuges, while also being neighbour to several communities containing families living in extreme poverty. In 2024, our partner, the Manyara Ranch Management Trust (MRMT), took full responsibility to manage the Manyara Ranch for the benefit of wildlife and the local communities and is now partnering with Africa Bridge to help fulfil this purpose.
Expected outcomes for local communities
· Increased income for families of vulnerable children, resulting in improved nutrition, shelter, and access to healthcare and education.
· Empowered women participating in the economy and community leadership.
· Adoption of a culture of savings and entrepreneurship.
· Reduced conflict with, and poaching of, wildlife as community proactively protects and promotes their agricultural and environmental assets	
· A community with the capacity to assume responsibility for the continuation of the program within 5 years.
· Demonstration of an effective model of poverty reduction combined with wildlife protection that may be scaled to other Wards in Tanzania and/or to other countries in Africa.	
Anticipated Timeline
Project planning and fund-raising for this project, currently under way, are expected to culminate in a project launch in the fourth quarter of 2025.
www.africabridge.org
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