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Summary:

Since March 6 2025, Network for Human and Social Development has been
focused towards ensuring that the two villages of Rawalpindi - Dhoke
Chowdrian and Maskeenabad Rawalpindi - are continuously provided for so
that the students enrolled in schools in the area can continue their education.

This is an initiative which has been made successful through the donations
generated on this platform, GlobalGiving.

These children are from very impoverished areas of Rawalpindi. Maskeenabad
is an unincorporated village which is part of the Tehsil of Misrial in Rawalpindi
- it is 25 kilometers away from the largest thoroughfare, and the local
community does not have access to sustainable livelihood. For the 150
students enrolled in the school in Maskeenabad, Misrial, their parents are
illiterate and unskilled depending on daily wages and as labourers.

The 150 students who are enrolled in our school in Dhoke Chowdrian. They
are all not able to access sustainable livelihoods because they are illiterate
and unskilled. In fact, the majority of them, children inclusive, have to work
because they are not able to make ends meet.

Considering the fact that systems regarding child protection in Pakistan are
under-funded, significantly under-staffed, and they do not account for the
integration of children into schools which, as a result, causes these children to
either become part of a mafia which exploits them as touts, or for begging,
this is a cause of concern.

It is the poorest segments of society which are burdened the hardest as a
result of living below the poverty line. This is also becoming a major cause of
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concern because it was determined that these children, if not given an
opportunity to gain an education, will not be able to integrate successfully in
society.

Background:

As of 2025, Pakistan has 112 million school-going age youth - 47% of the
population. However, out of 112 million, 26 million children are out-of-school.

Punjab, where our project is ongoing, has 50% of the population of school-
going age youth. Out of the 26 million children who are out of school, 6.4
million are from Punjab and who have never attended schools.

This seems minor, until you realize that the highest absolute number (the
number of children who are based in a specific province and those which
include both those who have never attended school and those who are school
drop outs) is 9.6 million... and this is of children who are from Punjab.

It is also compounded by the fact that Punjab has 50% of the youth
population aged 5-16, and that Punjab has a literacy rate of 66.25% - a third of
the population is completely illiterate.

These are based on the 2023 Census, as well as the recent Pakistan
Demographic and Health Survey. These data also have a significant problem of
excluding Afghan refugees - a population in which the children were born in
Pakistan, and do not have any direct linkage with their country of origin. This is
also a vulnerable population as these children are excluded on the basis of
their parents identity.

By not having significant literacy, these children will not have access to skill
certification, which means they can only work as informal labor. It is fine if you
are an apprentice, but it also means that there are only fixed opportunities for
these youth, and they are not allowed to grow - the minimum required
education is a matriculation certificate without which they cannot enroll into
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technical colleges, and theré the fees are significantly higher than their paying
capacity.

NHSD acknowledges the burden that is placed on their children, and strongly
advocates for their health and well being. Furthermore, it also found that, in all
circumstances, the primary burden that is borne by these families is rent, with
food being a key reason for why these children are forced into begging and
child labour.

Pakistan has a significant culture of community driven food ration distribution
drives and also a focus towards providing children with an opportunity
towards free education. Child Protection Drives have come to accept the
reality that they must integrate children into society and the Punjab
government has especially focused towards empowering “Literacy and non-
formal basic education department” towards completing this goal. Sindh and
Punjab have been significantly driven towards completing these goals as a
fundamental reality that has to be fulfilled.

And NHSD is in agreement with them.

To save children as a duty

NHSD has been providing regular meals to children of two schools, one in
Dhoke Chowdrian and one in Maskeenabad. These schools are providing
education free of cost to these children. The school in Dhoke Chowdrian has
also worked towards providing technical and vocational training to the
students which has substantially ensured that these children have access to
sustainable livelihood. This training has been appreciated by the parents and
children.

With the provision of regular meals to children, parents were spared one
expense, and it also ensured that the children would be healthier and can
develop mentally, psychologically and physically. These meals were developed
with the communities in mind to ensure that they will continue to engage with
the school.
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This is our small step towards increase literacy in Punjab, one small village at
a time. And it was made possible because you, benevolent and generous
donor, appreciated and supported these children and continued to provide
your invaluable support.

Thank you..
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