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THE BENEFIT OF 
SERRA DO URUBU AND 
MURICI LANDSCAPE 

CEP (Center of Endemism in 
Pernambuco), north of the São 
Francisco River in the Northeast
of Brazil, is the least protected and 
most degraded remnant region of 
the entire Atlantic Forest. It covers 
the coastal forests of four Brazilian 
states, Alagoas, Pernambuco, 
Paraíba, and Rio Grande do Norte. 
It has only 5% of its original forest,
which represents a significant threat
to the natural habitat of animals and
plants found only in this location.

However, 70,000 hectares of preserved 
forest still survive in this area, and 
7,000 of them are in two priority forest 
fragments for the Serra do Urubu and 
Murici conservation. They are likely
to form a forest corridor between 
Alagoas and Pernambuco because, in 
a straight line, the two territories are
only 30 kilometers apart. If connected, 
they could create a continuous and 
large privileged area of Atlantic
Forest remnants, but the vegetation 
between them is fragmented.
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THE SERRA DO URUBU AND MURICI LANDSCAPE 

GLOSSARY

SERRADOURUBU
Location:30 kilometers 
from ESEC Murici

Background: in 2011, 355 hectares 
in Lagoa dos Gatos municipality, 
Pernambuco, became the Pedra
D’antas RPPN. The site was purchased 
by SAVE Brasil and transformed into a
reserve to conserve the species.

Important dates:
In 2013, SAVE marked out 

a bird-watching trail

In 2015, a Visitor Center 
was launched

In 2017, Hummingbird Garden 
was created, a place where people 
can observe up close more than 
150 bird species, of which more 
than 20 are hummingbirds.

In 2019, a bird-watching tower was 
opened in the middle of the trail.
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CENTEROFENDEMISM
A region with endemic

species, meaning that

they only occur there.

PROTECTEDAREA
A natural protected area by different 

public authorities, whether municipal,

state, or federal, to conserve its elements.

RPPN
A Private Natural Heritage 

Reserve is a privately-owned

protected area.

THEAREASOFCEP
In this area, there are 13 Protected 
Areas. ESECMurici is of strict 
protection, but there is also an 
Environmental Protection Area 
(APA) and 11 Private Natural 
Heritage Reserves (RPPN), one
of which is Pedra D’Antas, 
maintained by SAVE Brasil

MURICIECOLOGICAL
STATION(ESECMURICI)
Location: between Murici, 
Flexeiras, and Messias 
municipalities in Alagoas

Background: created in May 
2001, managed by ICMBio 
(Chico Mendes Institute for 
Biodiversity Conservation – a

Brazilian government agency)
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Since there are no industries, 
many young people from the 
region are looking for jobs in 
larger cities. A significant part
of the population works in the 
municipalities’ public services 
and others in trade and services.

The Northeast Atlantic Forest 
Project, developed by SAVE Brasil, 
aims to restore 70 hectares of the
Atlantic Forest by 2023, focused on
the Serra do Urubu and Murici 
landscape. These are initiatives
that generate socioeconomic 
benefits for the local population 
and conserve biodiversity.

“Creating corridors and 
recovering landscapes 
directly cooperates with a
new development model
and contributes to local 
biodiversity conservation. It 
also promotes quality of life 
and sustainable economy 
through the generation of 
employment and income
opportunities in the productive 
chain of restoration”, says
Thiago Belote, a specialist in 
restoration.

PEDRAD’ANTASRPPN-SERRADOURUBU

Ecotourism

The landscape attracts experts and birdwatchers, and there is
a natural demand for guides to help visitors through the region.
As a result, in February 2020, SAVE Brasil started the Local Guides 

TrainingCourse in the Serra do Urubu, with 16 participants.

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, trainees had theoretical classes 
online, followed by a face-to-face internship at Pedra D’Antas so that 
future guides could learn how to assist birdwatchers and tourists
in the area. SAVE Brasil has promoted ecotourism as a tool for 
conservation and income generation for the local community.

ESECMURICISURROUNDINGS

Agroforestry System

At ESEC, only researches authorized in advance are allowed. However, 
it highly encourages the development of activities that promote 
conservation and agricultural production at the same time. SAVE 
promotes forest restoration and implementation of agroforestry 
production systems to strengthen production chains that respect

and value local socio-biodiversity, uniting conservation, production,
and human well-being. This work has been carried out in the buffer 
zones of the ESEC, as in the Dom Helder Câmara Settlement region, 
which is part of the Environmental Protection Area of Murici. The 
Protected Area also guarantees ecosystem services that promote
water and food security for those living in its surroundings.

HOW TO COMBINE CONSERVATION AND 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE COMMUNITIES? 

“WE WANT PEOPLE

TO BE ENCHANTED

BYMURICIFORESTS

AND SERRA DO URUBU

SOTHATTHEONES

LIVINGINTHEAREA
VALUE AND ARE PROUD

OFTHERICHLOCAL

BIODIVERSITY AND ALSO

SEE PROFESSIONAL AND

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES

INTHETERRITORY.”

BÁRBARACAVALCANTE,

coordinatoroftheNortheastAtlanticForestprojectatSAVEBrasil



ANTÔNIONAZÁRIODASILVA

38YEARSOLD

BRIGADEMANATICMBIO

A STORY MADE OUT OF PEOPLE 

Every morning Tonho leaves the 
ICMBio base and watches over ESEC. 
Each day, a different region. The goal is
to surprisepoachers, check for fires or 
anything that could impact the reserve. 
He often helps researchers from the state 
institutionswho spend days camping at 
ESEC to carry out studies, mainly on the 
amphibians and birds that live there.

At 38 years old, 5-year-old Sofia’s 
father is happy when he takes long walks 
around the reserve. “What satisfiesme 
the most is walking long distances –
7 or 8 kilometers – and getting out of

the forest when the sun is setting, and I
haven’t seen any threat. The animals pass 
me, confident, unafraid. It’s awesome!”

But in Tonho’s routine, there are 
not only coatis, snakes, armadillos, 
and agoutis. When there is a flood
in the Mundaú river, broad-snouted 
caimans follow the waters and often
lodge in the city’s houses. “Then people 
call ICMBio or me directly, and I go 
there to rescue the animal,” he says.
Caimans or any other rescued animals 
are taken to the ICMBio base and, 
being in good health, released back 
into nature. Joy for him and Sofia, 
admired by the photosand videos of 
her daddy at work with the animals.

ServingNature
Antônio Nazário da Silva Filho 
was born in the Murici region but 
spent a good part of his adult life 
in other places. In search of work,
he has lived in three other Brazilian 
states, São Paulo, Mato Grosso, and 
Bahia. In 2014, he was back in Murici
and settled. After some jobs, he became 
part of the ICMBio brigade and turned 
his work into a mission to preserve
the landscape where he spent his 
childhoodand adolescence. “I tell my 
wife it’s the best job in the world. I
get paid to do what I like”, he says.

MURICI

“WHATSATISFIESMETHEMOST

ISWALKINGLONGDISTANCESAND

GETTINGOUTOFTHEFOREST

WHENTHESUNISSETTING”
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Initially, there were 48 lots in 
the Settlement. Today it houses 72 
families. “At that time, there was 
only sugarcane planted around
us, and we used to go to ESEC to
pick up firewood,” she recalls. Over 
time, and with guidance from local 
organizations, the community built 
ecological stoves, which make better 
use of the heat with less demand for 
firewood, and started to plant their
trees to not take more out of the forest.

Seeds and seedlings harvested
at ESEC have been planted on the 
settlement’s land with the help of 
ICMBio and other partnerships. “I
already have 14 endangered jussara 
palm trees in my lot,” says Rita proudly. 
The agroforestry system also has coffee, 
fruit trees, and non-conventional
food plants (PANCs). The crops are 
for their consumption, and what’s
left is sold at the fair. “Life is possible 
thanks to the forest. Because of it, we 
have water and rain at the right time. 
I want to take care of this land so my 
daughter can inherit it”, says Rita.
She doesn’t mind when pacas and 
armadillos pay a visit to her garden 
in search of food. She loves the place
unconditionally. “They are my friends. 
All this here was once forest, then it 
became a farm, and we came to live 
here. It has always been their place.”

IRMÃRITA

49YEARSOLD

FEMALELEADERATDOMHÉLDER CÂMARASETTLEMENT

Maria Rita Rosa dos Santos
was 28 years old when she got 
married and left the dry land of 
Sergipe, where she was born,
to live with her husband in 
Murici. It happened in 2000, and 
the couple arrived right at the time 
of the great flood of the Mundaú 
River, one of the biggest floods ever 
recorded in the state of Alagoas.

Respectfully called Sister 
Rita, she is one of the leaders 
of the Dom Hélder Câmara
Settlement, a land where, before, 
there was a sugarcane mill.

“LIFEISPOSSIBLETHANKSTOTHEFOREST.

BECAUSEOFIT,WEHAVEWATERANDRAINAT
THERIGHTTIME.IWANTTOTAKECAREOF

THISLANDTOLEAVEITTOMYDAUGHTER”

Plentifulnesscomesfromtheforest
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JOSÉANTÔNIOVICENTEFILHO

51YEARSOLD

FIELDASSISTANTATNORTHEAST ATLANTICFORESTPROJECT

Thebirdexpert

SERRADOURUBU

Since the age of 19, Zezito, born 
José Antônio Vicente Filho, in 
Maraial, a town near Lagoa dos 
Gatos (PE), has taken care of the 
forest in the Serra do Urubu.
He started at the Frei Caneca RPPN 
connected to an old bankrupt local 
sugarcane mill. In 2004, when SAVE 
Brasil bought the lands neighboring 
Frei Caneca, Zezito began to help
in the recovery of this region as
one of the volunteers and was hired 
by the institution in 2009. His 
contribution was significant for the 
area to develop and gain the status
of RPPN in 2011. “You could only see 
bushes in Pedra D’Antas, no animals, 
because poachers and people who
cut down trees to make charcoal 
harmed the land,” he remembers. “I 
took care of it, gardening, and the 
animals showed up again,” says the 
current field assistant, responsible
for the inspection rounds at the
RPPN and for the maintenance of
the drinking fountains and feeding 
troughs at Jardim dos Beija-Flores, 
which he helped to build in 2017.

The SAVE team counts on Zezito’s 
field practical knowledge to carry
out bird monitoring annually in the 
reserve. Among all the birds that
have returned to inhabit the place,
the vulnerable seven-colored tanager

(Tangara fastuosa) is the one he 
most admires. For two years now, 
Zezito has been doing more than 
observing and caring for the seven-
colored tanager and other birds,
such as the long-tailed woodnymph, 
in danger of extinction. With the 
camera he has recently got, he takes 
beautiful photos. At 51 years old,
in addition to making the rounds 
and taking care of the garden so 
that the birds can feed, what he 
likes most is planting trees. “If it 
were up to me, trees would cover 
every water source in the country.”

“WHATILIKETHEMOSTISPLANTING

TREES.IFITWEREUPTOME,

TREESWOULDCOVEREVERY

WATERSOURCEINTHECOUNTRY”
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Jaqueline Tavares da Silva, 25
years old, is a teacher who works with
childrenaged 3 to 5 in Lagoa dos Gatos, 
Pernambuco. She reckons to love what
she does, but her dream has alwaysbeen 
different since she was a bit older than her 
students. “Since I was a little girl, I used
to say that I wanted to be a biologist, and
I wasn’t even sure what that meant,” she 
says. Living on a rural farm, she grew up 
seeing and hearing birds in her backyard, 
including the tanager (Tangara fastuosa).

It is hard to say if Jaciele,Jaqueline’s 
23-year-old sister, also a teacher, learned 
to love birds with her sister. Both are 
equally passionate about birds, and from 
admirers, they became specialists.

JAqUELINEEJACIELETAVARESDASILVA

25AND23YEARSOLD

TEACHERS ANDSTUDENTSATLOCAL
GUIDESTRAININGCOURSEOFSAVE BRASIL

ConservingthroughBirding

SERRADOURUBU

They are among the 16 students in
the training course for local guides in
the Serra do Urubu,offered by SAVE
Brasil. “Most of the birds we only knew by 
popular namesso, duringthe course,we 
learned the scientific names and where
to look for information on the internet. 
Now we can recognize many birds from 
the region”, says Jaciele. “Including 
their calls,” adds the older sister.

Thanks to these new resources, 
Jaqueline found out about the little bird 
that sings in her backyard. “Searching 
on the internet, I could match its song 
and image and discovered it is called 
long-billed gnatwren, Ramphocaenus 
melanurus”, she cites. Jaciele’s favorite
is the sooty-fronted spinetail (Synallaxis
frontalis), “which people here call pituim.”

The sisters’ routine remained tiring 
even with the pandemic. Besides the 
LocalGuideCourse, they had blended 
classes at college (sometimes in Caruaru) 
and worked as teachers. “College and
the SAVE course were completely 
online, but we had to produce printed 
material to distribute to our students 
because the children can’t access the 
internet at home,”says Jaciele.

Even so, bothdo dailywhat they like 
most: “every day we go out for birding,” says 
Jaqueline, about the observation tours.

“WEWANTEVERYONETOKNOWTHE
IMPORTANCEOFCONSERVING.THERE’SNOPOINT

INLOVINGBIRDSANDPUTTINGTHEMINACAGE.

YOUMUSTLOVETHEBIRDFREE”

S
A
V
E

B
R
A
S
IL



PROJECTASSISTANT
Arthur Andrade

PROJECTASSISTANT
Hermínio Vilela

PROJECTASSISTANT
Davi Jamelli

INTERN
Letícia Oliveira

SAVE BRASIL 

EXECUTIVEDIRECTOR
Pedro Develey

PROJECTMANAGER
Alice Reisfeld

PROJECTCOORDINATOR
Bárbara Cavalcante

FIELDASSISTANT
José Antônio Vicente Filho

WRITING ANDEDITING
Bem Comunicar

DESIGNAND
INFOGRAPHICS
Laboota

COVERPHOTO
Humberto Tan

ILLUSTRATION
Pedro Hamdan

TRANSLATION
BVaz Idiomas

EDITORIAL AND PRODUCTION 

HUMBERTO TAN

SAVEBrasil (The Society for Bird Conservation of Brazil) is a non-profit 

civil society organization that focuses on the conservation of Brazilian birds.

SAVE has been working for over 15 years to conserve birds and environments, 

connecting people to nature. Learn more at: savebrasil.org.br


