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Mama Respond in Kenya:
Mama Respond International is an Australian charity that works at Noonkopir Township Primary School in Kitengela, Kenya. The charity aims to connect children with disabilities to the appropriate medical resources that will provide treatment and, at times, cure their disability and return them to mainstream learning. 

Those who have a lifelong disability need a safe, welcoming, and adaptable learning environment. The special needs unit, as it stands now, is a small tin room with no disability aids nor disability access. The students must use the generic toilets, which bear no aids to assist them, nor a path that could accommodate a wheelchair. Inside the room, there is one table and four chairs. Children with conditions that prevent them from sitting or standing lie on the floor until the school day is over. The unit has one teacher who cares for forty students with various physical and intellectual disabilities.

We believe in holistic support for families in Kitengela. Therefore, we have started a women’s group for mothers with children with disabilities. They meet weekly and take the opportunity to support each other by airing their concerns, challenges, and positive times. We are using this group to encourage them to bring their kids to school.

In partnership with Fleming College, we are opening a women’s training centre in Kitengela to educate and train women in business. The women engaged in this program will be picked from the women’s group. 

We are in the planning phase of an outreach program for Kitengela to encourage parents to bring their kids to school, seek medical help, and socialise with the child. We are partnering with Kajiado County, The Association of Physically Disabled Kenya, and Sitoti Hospital to reach the people and collect data. 

We have recently distributed 50 wheelchairs between Mombasa and Kitengela. These wheelchairs are made in Australia for the specific terrain of Kenya. Six students at Noonkopir benefited from this program, and there are hundreds more seeking support. We will endeavour to provide more.

Locating children in need:
Mama Respond works closely with several Rotary Clubs worldwide and in Kenya. We turned to our Rotarian connections to locate children needing a wheelchair. The president of the Embakasi Rotary Club notified the Presidents in her area that we were sending wheelchairs. The 50 wheelchairs were quickly allocated to Clubs in Mombasa, the Nairobi area, and Bungoma County. The response from Rotarians determined these areas. 

Mama Respond collated a spreadsheet noting the children’s names, ages, disability diagnoses, gender, location, and caretakers’ information. Allocated Rotarians sought a local hospital medical professional qualified to assemble and fit the wheelchairs. We collated their information, certificates of registration and letter dedicating themselves to the cause. Five medical professionals were in four hospitals and areas devoted to assembling and fitting the wheelchairs. 

Distribution process:
Our container (shared with James Nganga) arrived in the Mombasa port on Monday, 28th February 2022. After it was cleared, the container was opened, and 24 wheelchairs were picked up by The Rotary Club of Watamu for distribution in Mombasa at Gede Special School. 

The remaining 26 wheelchairs travelled to Nairobi with James Nganga’s delivery. In Nairobi, our portion was extracted. The Rotary Club of Embakasi took responsibility for the storage and distribution from Nairobi to the handover:

· 14 wheelchairs were sent directly to Sitoti Hospital, where Simon Mutugi (OT) assembled and fitted the chairs. 
· 10 chairs were sent to Namawanga Bhai Special School in Bungoma County. These chairs were escorted by Embakasi Club members and assembled and fitted by Lucy Mnyazi and Douglas Misiko (OTs).
· 2 chairs were sent to Embu County – put together by Luke B. Kipchumba

Each recipient area had a Rotarian leading the distribution process. They organised the transport of wheelchairs from the depo to storage units and the hospital for assembly. Finally, they gathered the recipients and organised an official handover.

Challenges: 
Distributing 50 wheelchairs to four locations was a challenge because we had to find four different medical professionals, hospitals, and letters of commitment and qualification. Though we made it successful, next time, we will endeavour to distribute the whole shipment to one town/county. This will also assist our data collection – knowing we have targeted an entire town.  

Budget:
The cost of the sea container from Perth to Mombasa was $1250. The Applecross Rotary Club sponsored this portion. 

Transporting 26 wheelchairs from Mombasa to Nairobi was $2360. Mama Respond raised this money via a Facebook campaign. 

The local transport from Nairobi to the beneficiary was taken care of by the allocated Rotary Club – Watamu, Embakasi, and Stoni Athi. 

No medical professionals were paid for assembling and fitting the wheelchairs - it was done at public hospitals. 







Therapists:

	Therapist Name
	Hospital
	Qualification
	Registration #
	Letter of dedication

	Mwanahawa Joto Nyae
	Malindi Sub County Hospital

	Certificate of Registration: Diploma in Occupational Therapy
	98617
1120
	Yes

	Simon Mutugi Wachira

	Kitengela Subcounty Hospital
	Certificate of Practice (OT)
	38022

	Yes

	Lucy Mnyazi &
Douglas Misiko
	Kimilili Sub County Hospital

	Wheelchair Training 
OT
	
	Yes

	Luke B. Kipchumba

	
	Certificate of participation &
Wheelchairs Service Delivery Course
	
	Yes
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We look forward to distributing more wheelchairs in Kenya. Once word got out that we had wheelchairs, we got an abundance of requests from locals, Rotary Clubs and other organisations in Kenya. 

Mama Respond thanks Wheelchairs For Kids for their dedication to disability rights, and we look forward to working together again. 

Kindest regards, 

Erin Hegarty

President
+61 418 439 623
erin@mamarespond.org
www.mamarespond.org
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