[image: ]CHRISTMAS WITH A SMILE (CWS) 2026
An initiative of the Access to Learning and School (ATLAS) Initiative
The festive season is around the corner, and it is a time to spread joy. This year, ATLAS is preparing something unique to make the season one of genuine fun and belonging for communities that are too often left out of it.
Christmas with a Smile (CWS) 2026 is our initiative to bring joy, dignity, and support to vulnerable communities this Christmas. Following our 2025 intervention with children in correctional centres, CWS 2026 takes a different approach: this year we are focused on inclusion and community partnership, working with the Joint National Association of Persons with Disabilities (JONAPWD), Ogun State Chapter, to reach persons with disabilities and the wider disability community.
Why Now
Christmas in Nigeria is a season of visible celebration new clothes, shared meals, travel to see family, community carolling and parties. But that visibility cuts both ways: for persons with disabilities, who already navigate a society with limited accessible infrastructure, patchy social support, and persistent stigma, the season can sharpen exclusion rather than ease it. Many disability-focused households are also absorbing the same cost-of-living pressures affecting Nigerian families generally, with little of the seasonal goodwill translating into practical support reaching them directly.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Our 2025 intervention in correctional centres showed us how much a simple, dignified gesture can mean to a community that is rarely thought of during the festive season. CWS 2026 responds to that same gap for persons with disabilities: the season is coming regardless, and without deliberate action, this community is easily overlooked. Acting now while there is still time to plan, mobilise, and deliver before December — is what makes the difference between a good intention and an actual Christmas experience for beneficiaries.
Our Aim
To promote inclusion, dignity, and wellbeing by creating a meaningful Christmas experience for persons with disabilities and members of the disability community.
What We Have Put in Place
1. Established a partnership with JONAPWD, Ogun State Chapter
1. Begun joint planning and identification of priority needs
1. Started mobilising partners and resources for implementation
Why We Need Your Support
We are seeking support from our GlobalGiving community to help us provide meaningful Christmas support to beneficiaries, and to ensure persons with disabilities are not left out of the season's celebrations. Your donation, in-kind contribution, or partnership can help turn this plan into a real experience of joy, dignity, and inclusion.
What Can Donors Do Next?
1. Donate — every contribution, large or small, goes directly toward beneficiary support this Christmas.
1. Give in-kind — items such as clothing, food packs, mobility aids, or accessibility-friendly gifts are welcome; reach out and we'll match your contribution to a real need.
1. Partner with us — organisations and individuals who can support outreach, logistics, or co-funding are invited to get in touch.
1. Share the campaign — helping us reach more people in your network extends CWS 2026's impact beyond what funding alone can do.
Together, we can give more people a reason to smile this Christmas.
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