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The gelada (Theropithecus gelada) is a species of Old World monkey found only in the Ethiopian Highlands. Like its close relatives the baboons (genus Papio), it is largely terrestrial, spending much of its time foraging in grasslands. They are the last surviving member of a grass-grazing primate group, members of which were abundant and widespread in the past.
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Geladas have buff to dark brown fur, a dark face, and pale eyelids. Adult males are characterized by longer back hair and a distinctive bright red patch of skin on their chests, shaped like an hourglass. Females also have a bare patch of skin, though less prominent, which brightens during estrus and features a "necklace" of fluid-filled blisters. Males typically weigh around 18.5 kg (41 lb), while females average 11 kg (24 lb). Their head-body length ranges from 50 to 75 cm (20 to 30 in), with tails measuring between 30 to 50 cm (12 to 20 in).
The gelada exhibits a complex multilevel social structure. Its basic groupings include reproductive units and male units, with bands consisting of multiple reproductive and male units. Communities can comprise one to four bands, and females within reproductive units are often closely related. Males typically leave their natal groups to establish their own units, where females can choose to support or oppose the new male. In units with multiple males, only one male mates with the females.
Geladas have a diverse range of vocalizations, which are thought to be nearly as complex as human communication. Their population has declined from approximately 440,000 in the 1970s to around 200,000 by 2008. The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) currently lists the gelada as Least Concern.
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Appearance
The gelada is large and robust, and it is covered with buff to dark-brown, coarse hair and has a dark face with pale eyelids. Its arms and feet are nearly black. Its short tail ends in a tuft of hair. Adult males have a long, heavy cape of hair on their backs. The gelada has a hairless face with a short muzzle that looks more similar to a chimpanzee's than a baboon's. It can also be physically distinguished from a baboon by the bright patch of skin on its chest. This patch is hourglass-shaped. On males, it is bright red and surrounded by white hair; on females, it is far less pronounced, but when in estrus, the female's patch brightens, and a "necklace" of fluid-filled blisters forms on the patch. This is thought to be analogous to the swollen buttocks common to most baboons experiencing estrus. In addition, females have knobs of skin around their patches. The gelada has several adaptations for its terrestrial and graminivorous (grass-eating) lifestyle. It has small, sturdy fingers adapted for pulling grass and narrow, small incisors adapted for chewing it. The gelada has a unique gait, known as the shuffle gait, that it uses when feeding. It squats bipedally and moves by sliding its feet without changing its posture. Because of this gait, the gelada's rump is hidden beneath, so is unavailable for display; its bright red chest patch is visible, though.
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GELADA
GELADA BABOON, BLEEDING-HEART MONKEY, LION BABOON, BLEEDING-HEART MONKEY BABOON
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THE GELADA (THEROPITHECUS GELADA, AMHARIC: ጭላዳ, ROMANIZED: Č̣ƏLADA), SOMETIMES CALLED THE BLEEDING-HEART MONKEY OR THE GELADA BABOON, IS A SPECIES OF OLD WORLD MONKEY FOUND ONLY IN THE ETHIOPIAN HIGHLANDS, LIVING AT ELEVATIONS OF 1,800–4,400 M (5,900–14,400 FT) ABOVE SEA LEVEL. IT IS THE ONLY LIVING MEMBER OF THE GENUS THEROPITHECUS, A NAME IS DERIVED FROM THE GREEK ROOT WORDS FOR "BEAST-APE". LIKE ITS CLOSE RELATIVES THE BABOONS (GENUS PAPIO ), IT IS LARGELY T ...
ERRESTRIAL, SPENDING MUCH OF ITS TIME FORAGING IN GRASSLANDS, WITH GRASS MAKING UP TO 90% OF THEIR DIET.IT HAS BUFF TO DARK BROWN HAIR WITH A DARK FACE AND PALE EYELIDS. ADULT MALES HAVE LONGER HAIR ON THEIR BACKS AND A CONSPICUOUS BRIGHT RED PATCH OF SKIN ON THEIR CHESTS SHAPED LIKE AN HOURGLASS. FEMALES ALSO HAVE A BARE PATCH OF SKIN BUT IT IS LESS PRONOUNCED, EXCEPT DURING ESTRUS WHEN IT BRIGHTENS AND EXHIBITS A "NECKLACE" OF FLUID-FILLED BLISTERS. MALES AVERAGE 18.5 KG (41 LB) AND FEMALES AVERAGE 11 KG (24 LB) IN WEIGHT. THE HEAD-BODY LENGTH IS 50–75 CM (20–30 IN) WITH A TAIL OF 30–50 CM (12–20 IN).THE GELADA HAS A COMPLEX MULTILEVEL SOCIAL STRUCTURE. REPRODUCTIVE UNITS AND MALE UNITS ARE THE TWO BASIC GROUPINGS, A BAND COMPRISES A MIX OF MULTIPLE REPRODUCTIVE UNITS AND MALE UNITS, AND A COMMUNITY IS MADE OF ONE TO FOUR BANDS. WITHIN THE REPRODUCTIVE UNITS THE FEMALES ARE COMMONLY CLOSELY RELATED. MALES WILL MOVE FROM THEIR NATAL GROUP TO TRY TO CONTROL A UNIT OF THEIR OWN AND FEMALES WITHIN THE UNIT CAN CHOOSE TO SUPPORT OR OPPOSE THE NEW MALE. WHEN MORE THAN ONE MALE IS IN THE UNIT, ONLY ONE CAN MATE WITH THE FEMALES. THE GELADA HAS A DIVERSE REPERTOIRE OF VOCALIZATIONS THOUGHT TO BE NEAR IN COMPLEXITY TO THAT OF HUMANS.THE POPULATION OF GELADAS IS THOUGHT TO HAVE DROPPED FROM 440,000 IN THE 1970S TO 200,000 IN 2008. IT IS LISTED AS LEAST CONCERN BY THE INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR CONSERVATION OF NATURE (IUCN).
DISCOVER MORE
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