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Purified water changes
absolutely everything.

"When a community has access to clean water, it can completely transform
everything in a positive way." This statement by the WHO, which is elaborated
at length in its latest report on water in the world, gives us clear evidence of

the dimensions that develop from drinking safe water. Here are the dimensions
that are transformed:

Health Access to food Local economies Education



Project summary

Problem Solution Costs Finalization
3 0  F A M I L I E S

D R I N K  W A T E R
C O N T A M I N A T E

D  W I T H
A R S E N I C

E V E R Y  D A Y

B U I L D  1
C I S T E R N

P E R  F A M I L Y
T H A T

C O L L E C T S
R A I N W A T E R

F R E E  O F
A R S E N I C

E A C H
C I S T E R N  O F

C E M E N T
P L A T E S

C O S T S  U S $
1 0 0 0  ( 3 0

W I L L  B E
B U I L T )

T H E  T A N K S
W I L L  P R O V I D E
1 6 , 0 0 0  L I T E R S

O F  W A T E R
S U I T A B L E  F O R

H U M A N
C O N S U M P T I O N .

T H E  3 0
F A M I L I E S  O F
T A C I O J  A N D

D O S  A R B O L E S
W I L L  N E V E R

D R I N K
C O N T A M I N A T E

D  W A T E R
A G A I N .



T H E  C O M M U N I T I E S  O F  T A C I O J  A N D  D O S
A R B O L E S  A R E  L O C A T E D  I N  T H E  C O P O
D E P A R T M E N T  ( S A N T I A G O  D E L  E S T E R O ,
A R G E N T I N A )

F O R  T H E I R  L I V E L I H O O D ,  F A M I L I E S  R A I S E
G O A T S ,  A N D  C H I C K E N S ,  A N D  S O M E  H A V E  A
F E W  C O W S .  T H E S E  A N I M A L S  A R E  N O T
M A R K E T E D ,  T H E Y  A R E  R A I S E D  F O R  F O O D  F O R
T H E  H O M E .  I N  A D D I T I O N ,  M O S T  F A M I L I E S  A R E
H U N T E R S .

S I N C E  T H E R E  A R E  N O  W A T E R  N E T W O R K S ,  I T  I S
V E R Y  D I F F I C U L T  T O  P L A N T  G A R D E N S  T O
P R O V I D E  V E G E T A B L E S  A N D  F R U I T .
T H E R E F O R E ,  T H E  D I E T  I S  B A S E D  O N  F L O U R ,
R I C E ,  M E A T  A N D  E G G S .  F R U I T  C O N S U M P T I O N
I S  U N K N O W N .

A B O U T  T H E  P O P U L A T I O N



Eduacation Housing
I N  T A C I O J  T H E R E  I S  A
P R I M A R Y  S C H O O L  T H A T
S E R V E S  A B O U T  9 0
C H I L D R E N .  O N  T H E  O T H E R
H A N D ,  T H E  C H I L D R E N  W H O
L I V E  I N  D O S  A R B O L E S
M U S T  T R A V E L  A B O U T  6 K M
T O  T A C I O J  T O  A T T E N D
S C H O O L .  T H E  S E C O N D A R Y
S C H O O L  I S  3 2  K M  A W A Y .
F E W  C O N T I N U E  O N  T O
S E C O N D A R Y  S C H O O L .  F O R
T H O S E  W H O  W A N T  T O
C O N T I N U E  S T U D Y I N G  A T
T E R T I A R Y  O R  U N I V E R S I T Y
L E V E L ,  T H E Y  H A V E  T O
T R A V E L  T O  T H E  C I T Y  O F
N U E V A  E S P E R A N Z A ,  W H I C H
I S  1 6 0  K M  A W A Y .

T H E  H O U S E S  A R E  M O S T L Y
B U I L T  O F  A D O B E  A N D  H A V E
E A R T H  R O O F S .  N O  H O U S E
H A S  B A T H R O O M S  A S  W E
K N O W  T H E M .  S I N C E  T H E R E
I S  N O  W A T E R  N E T W O R K ,  I T
I S  I M P O S S I B L E  T O  I M A G I N E
T H A T  W A T E R  C A N  F L O W
A N D  D R A I N  T H E  T O I L E T S ,
A N D  T H A T  I S  W H Y  M O S T
F A M I L I E S  U S E  T H E  O P E N
F I E L D  T O  D O  T H E I R
B U S I N E S S  A N D  S H O W E R . .



Economy Infraestructure
T H E  M A I N  S O U R C E  O F
I N C O M E  F O R  F A M I L I E S
I S  C H A R C O A L  A N D  P O L E -
M A K I N G .  T H U S ,  T H E S E
S A L E S  A R E  T H E  O N L Y
P O S S I B L E  S O U R C E  O F
M O N E T A R Y  I N C O M E .  I T
I S  I M P O R T A N T  T O
C L A R I F Y  T H A T  I N  A L L
T H E  C A S E S  M E N T I O N E D ,
T H E  I N C O M E  I S  O N L Y
E N O U G H  T O  C O V E R
F O O D  A N D  H Y G I E N E
I T E M S  F O R  A  S H O R T
T I M E .

T H E  N E A R E S T  P A V E D  R O A D
I S  6 0  K M  A W A Y  A N D  T H E
N E A R E S T  H O S P I T A L  I S  1 6 0
K M  A W A Y .  I N  A D D I T I O N ,
T H E  T O W N  H A S  N O  D I R E C T
P O L I C E  P R E S E N C E ,  R E L Y I N G
O N  A  P O L I C E  D E T A C H M E N T
2 2  K M  A W A Y .  N O
T E L E P H O N E  C O M P A N Y
O F F E R S  S E R V I C E S  I N  T H E
T O W N S  A N D  T H E  N E A R E S T
A N T E N N A  T H A T  T R A N S M I T S
I N T E R N E T  I S  1 5  K M  A W A Y .



Leadership Culture
T H E R E  I S  N O  C L E A R
L E A D E R S H I P  I N  T H E
A R E A ,  I T  I S  N O T
F O C U S E D  O N  A
P A R T I C U L A R  P E R S O N
O R  F A M I L Y .  T H E  L I N K
B E T W E E N  E V E R Y O N E  I S
V E R Y  H O R I Z O N T A L ,
B U T  T H E  L A C K  O F
O R G A N I Z A T I O N  A N D
R E A L  A R T I C U L A T I O N  I S
D E T R I M E N T A L  T O  T H E
D E V E L O P M E N T  O F
B A S I C  S E R V I C E S .  I N
A D D I T I O N  T O  A L L
T H I S ,  T H E  L E A D E R S
A R E  N O T  P R E S E N T  I N
A N  E F F I C I E N T  A N D
A C T I V E  M A N N E R .

P P E O P L E  I S  V E R Y
F R I E N D L Y ,  O P E N  A N D
H E L P F U L .  A L L  T H E
H O U S E S  A R E  O P E N  T O
R E C E I V I N G  A N Y O N E
A N D  T H E  F E E L I N G  O F
B E L O N G I N G  T O
N A T U R E  A N D  H A R D
P H Y S I C A L  W O R K  A R E
C H A R A C T E R I S T I C .



I N  A D D I T I O N  T O  T R A V E L L I N G  L O N G  D I S T A N C E S  O F
U P  T O  8  K M ,  T H E  W A T E R  T H E Y  U S E  F O R  D R I N K I N G ,
C O O K I N G ,  W A S H I N G  A N D  B A T H I N G  I S
C O N T A M I N A T E D  W I T H  H I G H  L E V E L S  O F  A R S E N I C ,
T H E  C O N S U M P T I O N  O F  W H I C H  I N C R E A S E S  T H E
L I K E L I H O O D  O F  D E V E L O P I N G  C A N C E R ,  S K I N
L E S I O N S ,  C A R D I O V A S C U L A R  D I S E A S E S  A N D
N E U R O T O X I C I T Y .  

T H E  W A R M  S E M I - A R I D  C L I M A T E  R E S U L T S  I N  2
W E L L - D E F I N E D  S E A S O N S :  R A I N Y  ( O C T O B E R - M A R C H ,
A R O U N D  5 0 0  M M / Y E A R )  A N D  D R Y  ( A P R I L -
S E P T E M B E R ) .

P R O B L E M

T A C I O J  A N D  D O S  A R B O L E S  L I V E  D A I L Y  W I T H  T W O  M A J O R  N A T U R A L
P R O B L E M S :  W A T E R  C O N T A M I N A T E D  W I T H  A R S E N I C  A N D  T H E  W A R M  S E M I -
A R I D  C L I M A T E .



S O L U T I O N

Cisterna de placas de cemento As we did in the town of Babilonia for 30 families, we will also offer a cistern
solution in Tacioj and Dos Árboles that collects rainwater and has a capacity of
16,000 liters. The cistern follows the model developed by INTA and has been
proven to be a very effective solution throughout the region.

How does it work? Through a zinc sheet roof over the houses, water is collected,
stored and, as it is rainwater, is not contaminated with arsenic. This structure,
being closed, prevents contact with external agents, reducing the probability of
bacteriological contamination.

How much does it cost? Building a cistern costs US$1,000. This includes all the
materials, labor, and management of the cistern. It is important to clarify that,
as happened in Babylon, each family agrees to dig the well where the cistern will
be built and to provide an adult helper during the entire construction period,
which will take the expert bricklayer to build cisterns.



AGUA

To dream of sustainable, autonomous and responsible communities, it is necessary to
address some primary needs that provide their inhabitants with concrete solutions. Our
initial aspiration is that the inhabitants of Tacioj and Dos Árboles have water in their
homes, and quality water. Only in this way will we begin to create together the dream of
communities that begin to dream of themselves.

Asociación 
Civil

WATER


