
IMPACT REPORT 

WORLD LITERACY FOUNDATION 
AUSTRALIA 20

24



2

O U R  S T O RY

The World Literacy Foundation Australia (WLF) is a national charity committed to 
improving literacy skills for children and young people living in disadvantaged and underserved 
Indigenous communities throughout Australia. We also support 20 low-income communities 
in South Australia, Victoria, and New South Wales and three Indigenous communities in Far 
North Queensland and Northern Territory. In addition, WLF has adopted two overseas literacy 
projects in Africa (Sun Books) and Colombia (Aprende Leyendo).

In 2023-24, across Australia, we provided 12,400 children’s books,  7600 educational resources, 
1,580 reading classes, 4600 hours of volunteer literacy tutoring and we reached 50,000 
parents with community education, awareness and empowered them to be their child’s first 
teacher.

T E L L  M E  M O R E …

All our work is aimed to improve the foundational literacy skills of children from low income 
backgrounds who are struggling to read.

Founded in 2011 by Andrew Kay, 1998 Victorian of the Year, we aim to eradicate illiteracy by 
2040. Over the past 13 years, we have forged collaborative partnerships with other WLF 
affiliates  across USA, UK,  Latin America, Sub-Saharan Africa, and Canada.

In 2023-24, we provided 200 hundreds of free bilingual Indigenous  digital children’s books 
in local languages and English to help bridge the literacy gap in remote communities in 
the Northern Territory and Queensland. Our projects address the urgent literacy crisis 
in disadvantaged communities, where 61% of children don’t own a single book and 73% of 
children under 10 struggle to read a sentence. Our commitment to empowering disadvantaged 
children throughout Australia and overseas drives us to equip them with the vital literacy skills 
necessary to thrive in an evolving economy.

As we continue our efforts, our overarching goal remains to combat the literacy crisis by 
providing children and young people with essential tools, resources, and support. We believe 
that every child deserves an equal opportunity to excel academically and personally, regardless 
of their socioeconomic background.
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T H R O U G H  O U R  D E D I C AT E D 
E F F O R T S ,  W E  S T R I V E  T O :

I M P R O V E  A C C E S S  T O  L I T E R A CY  T H R O U G H 
B O O K  A N D  R E S O U R C E  D E L I V E R I E S  I N 
D E P R I V E D  C O M M U N I T I E S .

E M P O W E R  FA M I L I E S  T H R O U G H  L I T E R A CY 
E N G A G E M E N T  W O R KS H O P S ,  R E C O G N I Z I N G 
T H E  P I V O TA L  R O L E  O F  PA R E N T S  A N D 
C A R E G I V E R S  I N  S H A P I N G  A  C H I L D ’ S 
L I T E R A CY  J O U R N E Y.

H A R N E S S  A N D  E M B R A C E  T H E  P O W E R 
O F  D I G I TA L  T E C H N O L O GY  T O  E N H A N C E 
F O U N D AT I O N A L  L I T E R A CY  S K I L L S .

I N S P I R E  C H I L D R E N  T O  D I S C O V E R  T H E 
J OY  O F  R E A D I N G  A N D  R E A C H  T H E I R  F U L L 
P O T E N T I A L .
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O U R  I M PA C T  A N D  R E A C H 
( 2 0 2 3 - 2 0 24 )

1 , 5 8 0  L I T E R A CY  T U T O R I N G  S E S S I O N S 
D E L I V E R E D  I N  A U S T R A L I A

DIRECTLY BENEFITED +19.300 CHILDREN IN 
COLOMBIA, NIGERIA, KENYA, UGANDA AND 
SOUTH AFRICA

WE SAW 18,500 BECOME CONFIDENT READERS!

WE PROVIDED 12,400 BOOKS AND 7,600 
EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES

87% OF THE CHILDREN DISCOVERED THE JOY 
OF READING

PARTNERED WITH 25 LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS 
TO FACILITATE PROGRAMS AND DISTRIBUTE 
CHILDREN’S BOOKS
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P R O G R A M S  A N D  I N I T I AT I V E S

R O O P

In 2023-24, we provided directly bene-
fited 3.460 children with books and su-
pport. Engaged with 1.450 families in 560 
early childhood activities for kindergarten 
or school. Provided 2.845 Literacy Starter 
Packs for children in 12 of Australia’s most 
disadvantaged regions. Our goal is to im-
prove literacy outcomes in the regions with 
the greatest need.

www.roop.org.au

I N D I G E N O U S  A P P

We produced 200 local e-books, stories, li-
teracy games, and educational activities to 
engage children in learning, collaborating 
with Indigenous children, linguistic experts, 
and the local community to create suitable 
digital content.

www.indigenous-app.org

YO U T H  A M B A S S A D O R S

This program mobilizes young advoca-
tes for literacy in Australia and beyond. In 
2023-24, we had 18 committed ambas-
sadors from Australian and other from 14 
countries.

www.worldliteracyfoundation.org/am-
bassador-program
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P R O G R A M S  A N D  I N I T I AT I V E S

S U N  B O O KS

Sun Books, a low-cost digital library, pro-
vides access to 850 books in classrooms 
across Nigeria, Uganda, South Africa, and 
Kenya. In 2023-24, we reached 56,000 
children and families with tutoring, books, 
and literacy support.

Supported 213 teachers in 27 schools (6 of 
which are new schools from 2023-2024)

www.sunbooks.org

A P R E N D E  L E Y E N D O

This initiative supports literacy services in 
Colombia, reaching children in rural regions 
who are displaced or living in slum commu-
nities, providing foundational literacy skills.

During 2023-2024 we received a grant 
from the Australian Government to 
implement English lessons and expand 
the program. 

www.aprendeleyendo.com

W O R L D  L I T E R A CY  S U M M I T 
2 0 2 5

WLF organizes a three-day international 
conference, bringing together leaders from 
85 countries to advocate for and share 
knowledge on improving global literacy le-
vels. The summit will gather 800 delegates 
from April 6-9, 2025.

www.worldliteracysummit.org

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kdrzwIpcUfU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kdrzwIpcUfU
https://youtu.be/ms28So3xmPw?si=XpluwvUgpvkoJGzf
https://youtu.be/ms28So3xmPw?si=XpluwvUgpvkoJGzf
https://youtu.be/ms28So3xmPw?si=XpluwvUgpvkoJGzf
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P R O G R A M S  A N D  I N I T I AT I V E S

T H E  L I T E R A CY  P E N

A groundbreaking educational device de-
signed to enable individuals with low litera-
cy levels to write and learn to read instantly 
through an innovative method, combining 
powerful artificial intelligence with essen-
tial elements of traditional literacy-building 
methods.

Click here to learn about the project. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ivSxLN9dBU&t=28s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ivSxLN9dBU&t=28s
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O V E R  70 %  O F  T H O S E  W E  S U P P O R T 
C O M E  F R O M  D I V E R S E  B A C KG R O U N D S , 
I N C L U D I N G  I N D I V I D U A L S  O F  B L A C K 
A F R I C A N ,  C A R I B B E A N ,  A S I A N ,  A N D 
M I X E D  E T H N I C  H E R I TA G E .

2 0 %  O F  T H E  C H I L D R E N  A N D  YO U N G 
P E O P L E  W E  S U P P O R T  FA C E  L E A R N I N G 
C H A L L E N G E S ,  I N C L U D I N G  B E H AV I O U R A L 
I S S U E S  A N D  N E U R O D I V E R S I T Y.

9 0 %  O F  T H E  C H I L D R E N  A N D  YO U N G 
P E O P L E  W E  S U P P O R T  A R E  E L I G I B L E  F O R 
F R E E  S C H O O L  M E A L S .
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G O A L S  F O R  T H I S  Y E A R

INCREASE LITERACY PROFICIENCY AMONG 
CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE

 
We aim to enhance reading and writing skills for children and young people 

by implementing evidence-based literacy programs, providing resources, and 
ensuring access to technology-driven solutions.

BUILD LOCAL, NATIONAL, 
AND INTERNATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS

 
We will strengthen our partnerships with local schools, organizations, and global 
initiatives, collaborating to provide increased resources, tools, and opportunities 

for children to develop literacy skills across different regions.

EXPAND REACH AND IMPACT IN KEY COMMUNITIES
Our goal is to extend our services to more underserved areas, ensuring that 
children and young people in remote, rural, and economically disadvantaged 

communities have access to quality literacy resources and educational support.

EMPOWER PARENTS AND CAREGIVERS 
AS EDUCATION CHAMPIONS

We aim to focus on work readiness for young people through our Literacy 
Impact Projects. While we continue to remain dedicated to fostering a love for 
reading and writing, ensuring children and young people develop the skills and 

passion they need to succeed.
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O U R  B O A R D

Dr Donald Green 
World Literacy 

Foundation, Chairman

Ms Julia Patterson 
GreatWrap.co, CEO

Mr Darryn Keneally, OAM
Keneally & Associates 

Mr Andrew Kay 
 World Literacy 

Foundation, Founder/CEO 

Ms. Samantha Sida 
Limited Space 

Dr Anthony Cree, OAM 
Oxford University
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C O M M I T M E N T  S TAT E M E N T

We remain resolute in our commitment to advancing literacy in Australia, believing that every 
child deserves the opportunity to develop strong literacy skills and unlock their full potential. 
Our dedication to addressing the current literacy crisis ensures that no child is left behind due 
to socio-economic circumstances.

We pledge to work tirelessly to provide equitable access to high-quality literacy resources, 
tailored support, and innovative programs. Our collaboration with schools, communities, and 
partners enables us to deliver impactful initiatives that empower children and young people 
with the tools they need to succeed academically and personally.

Our commitment extends beyond short-term solutions. We aim to implement sustainable, 
long-term strategies that address the root causes of low literacy levels. By fostering a love for 
reading and writing, promoting parental engagement, and supporting educators, we aspire to 
create a lasting impact that transcends generations.

Together, we can amplify our efforts, maximize our impact, and create a society where every 
child possesses the literacy skills necessary to thrive in an ever-changing world.

We value and appreciate the ongoing support of our donors and supporters, encouraging them 
to remain engaged in our mission. Your continued involvement is vital in our collective effort 
to address the literacy crisis and transform the lives of disadvantaged children in Australia.

Thank you.

Andrew G. Kay, 
CEO & Founder
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T H A N K  Y O U  T O  O U R  W O N D E R F U L  F I N A N C I A L  S U P P O R T E R S 
I N  2 0 2 3 - 2 0 24 ,  I N C L U D I N G :

R E C O G N I T I O N  A N D  S U P P O R T

• 	 A N S VA R  I N S U R A N C E
• 	 S H I N E O N  F O U N D AT I O N
• 	 N AV I TA S  E D U C AT I O N
• 	 P H I L L I P S  F O U N D AT I O N
• 	 L I M I T E D  S PA C E

• 	 T I K T O K
• 	 B O O K T O P I A
• 	 S M I T H  FA M I LY  T R U S T
• 	 M A Z D A  F O U N D AT I O N
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W O R L D  L I T E R A C Y  F O U N D AT I O N 
A U S T R A L I A

15/20 Commercial Road, Melbourne,  
VIC 3004 Australia

ABN: 33 940 354 008 DGR 1 and PBI

Phone: +61 03 9995 0079  
Email: info@worldliteracyfoundation.org 

Donate in our Bank Account: 
 
World Literacy Foundation  BSB 063 100  
Account 1027 3727

www.worldliteracyfoundation.org

F O L L O W  U S

World Literacy Foundation

worldliteracyfoundation

worldliteracy_foundation

worldliteracy

WorldLiteracy

World Literacy Foundation

WLF acknowledges Traditional Owners of Country throughout Australia and recognises the 
continuing connection to lands, waters and communities. We pay our respect to Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander cultures; and to Elders past and present.

https://www.instagram.com/worldliteracy_foundation/
https://www.facebook.com/worldliteracyfoundation
https://twitter.com/WorldLiteracy
https://www.linkedin.com/company/worldliteracy/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMgoOtxrmwvyv6E-Z61D1Mg
https://www.facebook.com/worldliteracyfoundation
https://www.instagram.com/worldliteracy_foundation/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/worldliteracy/
https://twitter.com/WorldLiteracy
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMgoOtxrmwvyv6E-Z61D1Mg

