Funding for Enhanced Library Collection Development Project

Context Statement

Mastering information literacy skills is essential for success both in school and throughout life.  The pace of change in contemporary life requires an individual to recognize the need and accept responsibility for becoming a lifelong, independent learner.  Lifelong learning is built on a foundation of information literacy.  Information literacy skills (locating, collecting, organizing, interpreting and sharing information) are most effectively learned in the context of subject area content. Teaching and learning, focused on understanding and communicating ideas, demands students be exposed to assignments which require them to interact with and interpret relevant information in meaningful ways.  Therefore, the quality of the media center collection has a very direct impact on the expectations one can have for students.  Access to a quality media center collection of resources, along with appropriate staff development related to their effective use, will influence the nature of instructional interactions designed by teachers which in turn will determine the quality of your graduates.

Research Base

There is a strong research base for this collection development project.  A series of recent studies conducted across the United States all identified a strong statistical correlation between access to a quality school library media program and student achievement. 

The conclusion of the original Lance study, conducted in Colorado in 1993, was that expenditures related to school libraries are the most effective expenditures you can make in the school in terms of improving academic success and reading scores.  

Replications of this landmark study have found achievement and test scores increase in direct proportion to expenditures for the following features of a school library media program: materials budget, curriculum integration, currency of the collection, instructional technology and staffing.  Access to a quality materials collection has a positive impact on student learning outcomes.

Check out ALA/AASL web page

http://www.ala.org/aaslhomeTemplate.cfm?Section=aasl
Click on AASL Resource Guides then select Student Achievement.

Descriptions, potential impact, and cost of prospective collections: 

Comprehensive Collection   $100,000

· Quality reference collection

· Supplemental on-line subscription databases

· Adequate support for curriculum grades 7-12

· Quality biography collection

· Quality fiction collection

· Support literature instruction

· Motivate recreational reading

· Quality support for topics of personal interest

Funding at this level would provide materials to support effective collaboration between classroom teachers and the media specialist to enhance the learning of both information literacy skills and subject area content.  Instructional interactions requiring students to interact with information in meaningful ways could be supported for most units of study.  The ability to provide for a wide range of individual ability levels, interests and teaching/ learning styles would be satisfactory, as would the ability to respond to special requests.
Superior Collection    $150,000
 +

· Extensive reference collection

· Specialized on-line subscription databases

· In-depth support for total curriculum gds. 7-12

· Superior biography collection

· Powerful fiction collection

· Enhance literature instruction

· Stimulate recreational reading

· Comprehensive support for topics of personal interests

· Professional development materials

· Staff development

· Parent support

Funding at this level would provide materials to support a teaching/learning environment in which staff and students are constantly interacting with information reflecting a wide range of ideas and points of view.  Instruction would focus on going beyond learning the pre-digested facts in the textbook, requiring instead, application of critical thinking skills to interact with relevant content generating understanding of ideas and concepts.  The breadth and depth of such a collection would meet the needs of a wide range of individual ability levels, interests and teaching/learning styles.
