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Margaret’s Family

Margaret lives with her mother, Mrs. Atiness in Kalikiliki.  Her mother is 51 years of age and only completed her education through Grade 6.   Her father passed away in 2003.  They live in a three room home which floods during the rainy season.    Margaret is one of six children: the first and second children are married and do not live at home, the 3rd born brother lives at home and is a security guard to support his mother, although he is currently not working.  He earns about 350-400,000 Kwacha ($70-80) per month, although the work is not consistent.  Mamuna, the 4th born son, graduated from Grade 12 in 2007 and does “casual work.”  The 5th child also finished school and is unemployed.  Margaret is the 6th born and youngest.  Luckily, Margaret’s mother is now renting out part of their home, which has added a bit to the family’s income. Mrs. Atiness says that some of the improvements they have made to the rental rooms are due to the money they have saved by not paying for Margaret’s education. 

Margaret’s Educational Background
Margaret attended Chibelo Basic School from 1st to 7th Grade where she placed number one in her class in Seventh Grade.  She excelled especially in English and Mathematics. 
Margaret got off to an exceptional start to her secondary school career at Chalo Trust School. In Grade 8 she earned the top spot in her class for the entire year.  At the Traditional and Prize-giving Day in Term 3 she won awards for Best Grade 8 Student in Civics and Religious Education and Best Overall Student in her class. 
Grade 10 was another spectacular year for Margaret. She came in 2nd position in her class in Term 1 and 2 and on the Grade 9 National exams Margaret received all A’s.  This gave her a perfect score of 6 points and a total of 531/600 points, breaking Chalo Trust’s record for this exam.  As a result, she was awarded Best Student in Grade 9 at her school.  
Grade 10
Margaret continued her stellar academic performance in Term 1 at Chalo Trust by coming in 2nd position in her class with 4 A’s and 4 B’s.  These results impressed her teachers and showed that Margaret has not let her commitment to school work slacken.  In Term 2, she managed to improve on her performance by coming in 1st position, earning 6 A’s and 3 B’s.  This included particularly strong marks in her favorite subjects; the sciences.  Her teachers say that “Margaret is a brilliant and focused girl. Her end of term two results are a true reflection of how much time she puts into her studies as well as her intellectual ability.”  This achievement bodes well for her success in Term 3.
Margaret’s Extracurricular Interests
At Chalo Trust, Margaret participates in the JETS math and science club where she presented an exhibit on the dangers of global warming to her fellow classmates.  She is also a member of the Community Service Club.  Margaret enjoys playing on Chalo’s sports teams as well.  During Term 2 she took away first place in Junior Girls’ High Jump and second place in Senior Girls’ High Jump.  She was awarded a silver medal for Overall Athletics in the Junior Girls’ category.  In her free time, Margaret enjoys reading and looking after plants.

Margaret’s Thoughts

Margaret aspires to be a pharmacist.  During August holidays this year, Margaret spent a week with the Center for Infectious Disease Research in Zambia (CIDRZ) where she got a real taste for the field of medicine and public health.  Over the course of the week, she was tasked with researching ways to improve adherence to HIV treatment in positive patients.  This has led her to consider other medicine-related careers such as pharmacology.  Some of the events that really stood out to Margaret this year were the Traditional and Awards Giving Day at Chalo in Term 3 of last year, the KF trip to Ndubaluba, and the making of the Chalo-KF video for the students’ Plastics Project.  Of these occasions, Margaret says: “I loved the Traditional Day because it preserves our culture and tells us who we really are.  I enjoy trips such as the Ndubaluba trip because it brings us together as KF.  I hope to have more in the future.  Thanks KF.”  Of her time with Kucetekela, Margaret says “I think KF has opened a new chapter for me.  It has changed my attitude towards life.  I used to think you could never make it because you find there is little opportunity in this world.  But then a vast opportunity comes to you.  And that is KF for me.  Because of KF, I think I am confident that I’ll make it in life.  A very big thank you.  The word thank you can never be enough, but it’s what I can afford.”

Quick Facts


Name				Margaret 
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Primary School		Chibelo Basic
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