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“Life has not been fair with me and my children, my husband 
died through inhaling of sodium Ash at the work place, he 
was taking to the hospital, a�er some day he started purging, 
that was when he opened up to me, we quickly took him to 
Eko hospital, he undergo blood transfusion before they would 
start the treatment, unfortunately he died before treatment 
started,  my husband family took half of the money the 
company paid us as his gratuity and shared among 
themselves, the one giving to me was invested on our exis�ng 
piggery farm before, unfortunately, a�er 6 month, there was 
an outbreak of African Swine Fever (ASF) in Oke-Aro, farm, all 
the animals worth 7 million naira died. As if that was not 
enough, in that same period, the house he le� for me and the 
children was taken by the sister through diabolical means; I 
and the children have to run for our lives.

Ever since things have not been easy for us, I started 

managing with the children with what is le� un�l AAAF 

stepped in to assist me with 2 of my children's educa�on”

th“I became a widow 18  December 2013, a�er the death of 

my husband; we travelled to his village.  A�er the burial, I was 

forced to undergo the customary rite. I was in a room for 3 

days, eat with a par�cular plate, spoon and cup, during this 

period I was not allowed to give my children anything directly, 

and a�er the third day my hair was shaven. I was asked to pull 

off the clothes I wore including my underwear's and 

everything was burnt including my hair. A�er that I was asked 

to bath and put on white cloth for mourning, I wore the 

clothes for six months and, at the comple�on of the mourning 

period I did not go back to the village to pull off the cloth, I pull 

it off here in Lagos… While in the village I pleaded for my 

children's hair not to be shaved that I would shave it when I 

get back to Lagos which I did, because I was told that it's a 

taboo if their hair is not shave and ever since we came from 

the village none of them has visited except my husband's twin 

sister” thanks to the Founda�on for always being there.

A teenage mom, Praise, was le� stranded a�er her 

boyfriend died in a car accident and her family denied her 

pregnancy. She started doing menial jobs to make ends 

meet, and one day, she met a woman who had been 

helped by the Ajoke Ayisat Afolabi Founda�on (AAAF). 

Praise told the woman her story, and the woman 

promised to tell the Founda�on about her. Luckily, the 

Founda�on visited Praise's village for farm inspec�ons, 

and the woman contacted Praise so she could meet them. 

Praise told the Founda�on her story, and they were 

impressed with her plans to become self-sufficient. They 

enrolled her in a fashion and designing skill acquisi�on 

training, and on the day of the founda�on's stakeholders' 

mee�ng, they gi�ed her an industrial sewing machine.

Chiamaka a survivor of Gender-based violence, she had a 

very rough childhood even as a teenager. She started 

staying with her aunt at a young age because her mother 

didn't care for her. Her aunt couldn't afford to send her to 

school, so she was given to a family who promised to do 

so. However, the family couldn't afford it either, she went 

back to her aunt's place. 

Chiamaka's aunt was s�ll struggling to make ends meet, 

so she decided to find a job. She heard about an elderly 

woman in Umuahia who needed a live-in housekeeper. 

She went to see the woman, but the woman had travelled 

out of the country. Chiamaka was stranded, so she called 

a guy she had met at the hospital. The guy offered her a 

place to stay while she waited for the woman to return. 

One day, the guy won a lo�ery and came home to 

celebrate. He offered Chiamaka some alcohol which she 

declined. However, the guy had added something to the 

drink that made Chiamaka unconscious. When she woke 

up, she found out that the guy had raped her.

A�er the incident, the guy became abusive towards 

Chiamaka. He beat her up and told her to leave. Chiamaka 

le� and went back to the streets. She eventually met a 

woman who had been helped by the Ajoke Ayisat Afolabi 

Founda�on (AAAF). She told the woman her story, and 

the woman connected her to the Founda�on. The 

founda�on helped Chiamaka to give birth and set her up 

with a hairdressing salon. Chiamaka is now a successful 

hairdresser.

MY HUSBAND FAMILY TOOK... THE MONEY

I WAS TOLD THAT IT'S A TABOO

HIS FAMILY DENIED MY PREGNANCY I wore the clothes for six months 
and, at the comple�on of the 
mourning period I did not go 

back to the village to pull off the 
cloth





 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

30yrs-39yrs 40yrs-49yrs 50yrs-59yrs 60yrs-69yrs 70yrs-79yrs

9% 42% 33% 6% 2%

Total Number 23 98 78 14 4
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