1. Project Title:

Send a child to high school in Southern Belize for one year.
2. Project Summary : 
Southern Environmental Association assists thirty primary school children of Southern Belize in getting a secondary education. Students are awarded scholarships, which are primarily used to pay for annual tuition and registration, and the balance will help cover the cost of text books and uniforms. 
3. Project Need and Beneficiaries:
In 2003 the Southern Environmental Association, known then as Friends of Nature having realized that “with youths lie the future and a sound education is success”, conceived the idea of a scholarship fund. The Scholarship Fund supports one student from each of the community schools that SEA works with, including: Hopkins, Sittee River, Seine Bight, Placencia, Independence, Monkey River, Punta Negra and Punta Gorda, having a total of eleven primary schools. Students are provided with a full four year scholarship to attend a high school of their choice, without which, they would not have the opportunity to further their studies.
These students are also given the opportunity to participate in conservation activities with the Sothern Environmental Association. Students develop a working knowledge of the organization, the importance of marine conservation and the realities of MPA management. 

Testimonials:
“I would like to further my education. I know it is hard work, but I’m determined to do my very best. I come from a single parent family and my mother works very hard for me. Recently she has been sick. She has suffered a stroke. With medication and therapy she is able to speak and walk again. Presently, family members are helping us cover our expenses. I would be very grateful if any assistance could be given to me to make my dream come true. Without your help I will not have the opportunity to further my education.” 

· Jose David Gomez
Scholarship recipient, Independence Village
Stann Creek District

Belize, C.A

“I live with a single parent, my mother, and four siblings. I was studying when my father was alive but I only studied for one year because my parents did not have any finances to send me back to school. 
While I was going to school this first year my dad became ill and got thinner and thinner until all of his bones showed, I pitied my dad so much. I thought that I should just drop out of school and look for a job of some sort to try and see if I could help them out. After telling my father my plans, he told me not to do that because I will regret it. He told me that and education comes first in life and that without it I would be nothing. I took his advice and remained in school. Months passed and he got worse and eventually passed away. He died and left us behind with only my mom and she cannot provide for all of us. 

So, I am trying to find help from someone to send me back to school so that I could finish my studies and be someone if life. I would really appreciate your help. “
· Marva Alicia Choco

Toledo District

Belize, CA

4. Project Activities: 
To date a total of $9,000.00 is needed for each new school year, providing a total of thirty students with scholarships. Three Hundred Dollars pays for a single student to attend high school for one year.  This money is used to cover registration and tuition for the high school, and will help cover the cost of text books and uniforms.

5. Potential Long-Term Impact: 
This project will educate 30 children over the next year throughout Southern Belize, giving these students the opportunity to rise out of poverty and help provide for their families well being. Given this opportunity, these students are then ready to go out and improve their communities and the environment.
Testimonials:

“I would like to extend sincere gratitude for your financial assistance throughout the past four years. I graduated with a Business Diploma, as an honor student and as the Salutatorian. I am very proud that I wisely utilized whatever I had access to. Your contribution was very meaningful to me and I thank you for allowing me to engage in educational activities on behalf of SEA. I was exposed to so many wonders and excitement on the field trips and it had a great impact on my life. 

This year marks the ending of my secondary school years but it also marks the beginning to endless possibilities of further self development. I am looking forward to attending Galen University where I can pursue my Associates, Bachelors and Masters Degree.  

Thank you very much for your assistance which helped my family to overcome some financial difficulties.”

· Natalia Ramos

Placencia Village

Stann Creek District

Belize, C.A

6. Project Funding Requested:
Project Cost: $9,000.00

$300.00 will send one student to high school for one year: 
· Tuition/Registration:$150.00
· Uniforms: $50.00 
· Books: $100.00

There are 19 students currently enrolled in high school, who will continue their education:
19 X 300.00 = 5,700.00
There are 11 students who will enroll in high school this year to pursue a secondary education:

11 X 300.00 = 3,300.00

Total Project Budget:  $5,700.00 + $3,300.00 = $9,000.00
7. Web Resources:
www. seabelize.org

