MINUTE OF THE SCHOOL MANUAL GRANTING CEREMONY OF GLOBAL GIVING AND AEFA CAMEROON

Thursday 3rd November 2016 Global Giving in partnership with AEFA Cameroon has once again expressed its gratitude to the members of AJUPS in Yagoua. Different from the usual context, Global Giving have decided this time, to give a helping hand to parents for the 2016-2017 School year. It is in that vein that the coordinator mate with all the members of AJUPS in order to hand them some books that will help their children in their studies thereby fostering education in the Mayo Danay.

The coordinator begins the ceremony by thanking all the parents who answered present and called on all parents and children to work hard in order to attain success at the end of the school year. He equally promised all the members to be available each time they will have a problem .He assured them of his availability  and is readiness to provide repetition classes for all the children who will face difficulties in subjects like history, geography, citizenship and even French.

Furthermore, the coordinator proceeded with the distribution of books to the children. For those who were not there, their parents collected them and for those who’s neither parent nor children were present, they are asked to meet the president before they could get in procession of the books allocated for their children. Some pictures were the taken with all those who were present. At the end, some bottle of juice was distributed to the families.
During an interviews of one student son of the  AJUPS President, expressed his gratitude to Global giving and AEFA Cameroon and mentions the fact that he never thought he could receive such an act of generosity one day.

The second person to be interviewed was daughter of one member of AJUPS who greatly thanks global giving and AEFA Cameroon for all the efforts they are doing for the well-being of all the members of AJUPS and expect more the organization and their greatest wish is never to be forgotten. It is on that the coordinator drew the curtain to today’s meeting.

                                                                                                      Hamadou  Bayegued
                                                                                                    AEFA Cameroon member

                                                                                                               11/03/2016

Presentation AEFA Cameroon

For nearly a decade, Education Fights AIDS (EFA) has been working in the Far North Region of Cameroon to promote the successful future of children, youth, and families affected by HIV and AIDS through education, enterprise, and empowerment. EFA was established in 2005 by a group of young Cameroonians, with support and collaboration from EFA's director, Alim Ousmanou, and a group of Returned Peace Corps Volunteers (RPCVs) who had been stationed in Northern Cameroon during their service. EFA was initially registered as an international NGO, "EFA International", in March 2007 and has, since then, been supported financially through individual donors in the United States and through grants from TrustAfrica, UNDP, the Projet d'appui aux initiatives au basin du lake Tchad (PAIBLT), and the Peace Corps PEPFAR VAST program. Since its founding, EFA has empowered hundreds of HIV-affected young people with the skills, resources, and support they need to live positive healthy lives and reached thousands of other Cameroonians through community-based HIV prevention education in underserved communities across Northern Cameroon. Through capacity building and technical assistance, EFA has helped form and maintain associations of young people infected with or affected by HIV and AIDS through its Youth Empowerment Network (YEN). The associations have been formed in response to community-identified need, with HIV infected and affected individuals leading the way. The primary goal of the associations is to provide health education, psychosocial support, professional development and financial autonomy to their members. EFA's technical support and assistance work to strengthen these associations and their ability to advocate for themselves, generate funds as a group, and create positive change within their respective communities and associations. As of December 2014, the YEN comprised 10 individual associations spread across the Far North region. Through these associations, EFA supports approximately 300 members. While EFA associations focus on youth ages 15-35, members include individuals of all ages. Approximately 80% of association members are female. The associations in the EFA Youth Empowerment Network are independent, self-sustaining, organizations. EFA provides technical assistance to these individual associations through the provision of training on topics such as HIV education and prevention, organizational development, and financial management. EFA staff also work with individual associations to create income generation projects to fund their ongoing activities. In addition, EFA organizes network-wide activities, including an extensive HIV Peer Education program, topic-specific trainings for all associations in the network, special advocacy programs and events, and the cultivation of opportunities for economic collaboration. The EFA approach asserts that joining a group with other people who are living with HIV is a valuable step in accepting one's own HIV status and combatting stigma. Being part of a safe community where questions are asked and answered openly and honestly and where experiences are shared lends a sense of acceptance and belonging. While simply coming together is important, EFA also empowers associations to launch new activities in the community, to access available community resources, and to advocate for the rights of their members. Associations and individual members are encouraged to develop HIV prevention education campaigns to educate their peers in their community about the importance of getting tested for HIV and the benefits of joining an association if their results are positive. Associations are also expected to maintain relationships with local hospitals and counseling and testing centers (UPECs) in an effort to facilitate outreach to other people infected with HIV in their area. EFA works in collaboration with public health providers, clinics and other community- based organizations across the Far North region to refer and help youth and families to access much-needed health and social services, including general HIV treatment and care services and specific services to help prevent mother-to-child transmission (PMTCT). Notably, EFA has worked closely with the Peace Corps since its inception. Since 2005, Peace Corps Volunteers have been regularly posted to EFA as their host organization (until Peace Corps' departure from the region in 2013). This collaboration resulted in our Director, Alim, and one of our YEN members, Pehlem Therese, being selected as participants in the U.S. State Department's International Visitor Leadership Program (ILVP) in 2010 and 2013, respectively. From the outset, EFA's long-term sustainability strategy involved building local capacity for an eventual transition to a fully independent local organization. This transition is now complete. In November 2014, EFA International officially changed its legal status to that of a local association, "Education Fights AIDS Cameroon". The former board members of EFA International, along with a number of RPCVs who worked with EFA in the years since 2007, have been working over the past year to technically and financially supporting EFA Cameroon through its transition period. Now that we have reached the end of the transition period, EFA Cameroon is able to independently manage its operations from an organizational, technical and financial perspective, ensuring that its vital work in the community may continue for years to come.
