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Iriomote Wildcat Conservation Fund  [jelsft | am

Iriomote cat habitat conservation project
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Iriomote Wildcat Day 2024

wtomi Town has instructed peopla not to camp or have bonfires on Iriomote

. April15th is Iriomote Wildcat Day, as designated by Taketomi
aurism

istand except in designated places such as cam; , and the iriomote Island

Town ordinance. JTERBranch Wikdcat Patrolhas planned

Prometion Overall Plan, which was certified by the national government in 2022, alao

and implemented varlous events since the ordinance was enacted in

statas tk

amping, bonfires, and ather activities are prohibited in principhs.”

2015, and this year we cooperated with the “Iriomote

wi

icat Children’s Guide” event held at the Iriomote Wildlife
Conservation Center of the Ministry of the Environment. The

guides were the Sth graders of Uehara Elementary Sehool, who

We have compiled a report entitled “Three Years After Iriomote Island's World Heritage Registration”

Submitted to IUCN

receive a class every year from JTEFBranch Wiklcat Patrol

as part of the “Life with Wildcats Project”. They seemed a little

narvous at first, but as the explanation went on, they

Iuly 26, 2021, the World Heritags Coenritoe d that the contracting party, Janan, imalement two messures to

gradually relaxed, and by the end they had become excallent

ors 1o | ramaote

“keep the number of vi ind within the environmental carrying capacity” and “strangthen roadkill

o

ides. Thank you to the 5th greders of Uehara Element ary School

measunas for the Iiomote cat” Since then, Ckinawa Prefecture hes formulated the “Iiomote tsland Tourism Managemant

In 2023, we held cutreach clas: fiar your hard work. In addition, from the second week of Apeil

P

which seems to be a tentative measure, but unfortunately it is not an effective plan that responds to the World Heritage

Schioad, and Shirahamn Elementary Schoal and carried out programs such as Fecal o to Iriomote Wikdcat Day on April 15th, we strengthened ouwr

Committee's criticisms. In addition, there are also efforts to use the World Heritage anea for tousisr ew ways, such as

fiekdwork. In addition, durin night patrols and conducted intensive awareness activities near

considering opening the markst to camping and bonfire tours mentioned above. In response, JTEF Yamaneko

the entrance to the Inaba forest road, where wildcats often appear

Patrol examined lssues surrounding the consar vation and management of the World Heritage Site of Iriomate island and on the road.

preparnd a repart entitled “Three years after Iomate island was

d s a World Herltage 5

eniry n

ictions have

stagnated and the macket is opening up ta new tourism e

25 within the heritage area,” which makes recommendations on

what should be done by the Ministry of the Envi ment, Ckinawa Prefecture, and Taketomi Town. The repart was
RO 44 AR ERTED

advisory body to World Heritage Sites, MU ARARETE =

[ SR S

then submitted to the intemnational Unien for Consarvation of Nature (L

vt Arvusd Reps

| Report March 7075

11



Iriomote Wildcat Conservation Fund Activity Report (2024)
Concerns about opening up the island to camping and open fire tours

o On January 29, 2024, the Iriomote Island Ecotourism Promotion Council was considering lifting the
ban on camping and campfire tours at nine locations along the beach. Despite Taketomi Town
previously banned camping as a general rule. So this new plan contradicts these existing policies.

o Four of the candidate sites are designated as World Heritage Sites or Type I Special Areas, and there are
concerns about the impact on the environment and the wildlife.

o Yamaneko Patrol has requested that Taketomi Town's Tourism Department carefully consider the

matter and disclose information to residents.

Iriomote Cat Habitat Consetvation Our objective is to conserve the habitat of wildcats in the lowlands of
Iriomote Island by investigating the impacts of land use and to make recommendations to relevant agencies. A

more systematic approach for biodiversity conservation is needed.
Issues Three Years After World Heritage Registration

o In 2021, the IUCN made recommendations "managing the number of visitors to the island" and
"strengthening measures against roadkill."
o However, Japanese government has offered no effective plans that have been put in place, and there are
new moves to expand use of different areas for tourism.
o In 2024, the JTEF Yamaneko Patrol submitted a report to IUCN pointing out these problems “7hree
years after inscription of Irromote Island on the World Heritage List:  Stagnant visitation controls and

creation of new tourism business opportunity inside the propertres”.
https://'www.jtetjp/en/ report-three-years-after-inscription-of-iriomote-island-on-the-world-heritage-list/
Traffic accident countermeasures and current situation

o There were zero cat traftic accidents in 2024 (over 660 accident-free days)
o However, frequent appearances on the streets continue, sometimes high risk cats have been seen
o Grass is being cut to ensure visibility, and LED signs and flags are being used to raise awareness

o Direct warnings improve speed compliance rates
Environmental Education Activities

o Environmental Education Classes were held “Living with Iriomote cats” was held at Iriomote Elementary
School (ES), Uehara ES and Shirahama ES

o Iriomote Cat Day (April I5th) : A children's guide event was held

o Strengthened night-time patrols : Focused warning signs for drivers to see in areas where wildcats were

sighted
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