




Iriomote Wildcat Conservation Fund Activity Report (2024) 

Concerns about opening up the island to camping and open fire tours 

o On January 29, 2024, the Iriomote Island Ecotourism Promotion Council was considering lifting the 

ban on camping and campfire tours at nine locations along the beach. Despite Taketomi Town 

previously banned camping as a general rule. So this new plan contradicts these existing policies.  

o Four of the candidate sites are designated as World Heritage Sites or Type 1 Special Areas, and there are 

concerns about the impact on the environment and the wildlife. 

o Yamaneko Patrol has requested that Taketomi Town's Tourism Department carefully consider the 

matter and disclose information to residents. 

Iriomote Cat Habitat Conservation Our objective is to conserve the habitat of wildcats in the lowlands of 

Iriomote Island by investigating the impacts of land use and to make recommendations to relevant agencies. A 

more systematic approach for biodiversity conservation is needed. 

Issues Three Years After World Heritage Registration 

o In 2021, the IUCN made recommendations "managing the number of visitors to the island" and 

"strengthening measures against roadkill." 

o However, Japanese government has offered no effective plans that have been put in place, and there are 

new moves to expand use of different areas for tourism. 

o In 2024, the JTEF Yamaneko Patrol submitted a report to IUCN pointing out these problems “Three 

years after inscription of Iriomote Island on the World Heritage List:  Stagnant visitation controls and 

creation of new tourism business opportunity inside the properties”. 

https://www.jtef.jp/en/report-three-years-after-inscription-of-iriomote-island-on-the-world-heritage-list/ 

Traffic accident countermeasures and current situation 

o There were zero cat traffic accidents in 2024 (over 660 accident-free days) 

o However, frequent appearances on the streets continue, sometimes high risk cats have been seen 

o Grass is being cut to ensure visibility, and LED signs and flags are being used to raise awareness 

o Direct warnings improve speed compliance rates 

Environmental Education Activities 

o Environmental Education Classes were held “Living with Iriomote cats” was held at Iriomote Elementary 

School (ES), Uehara ES and Shirahama ES 

o Iriomote Cat Day (April 15th) : A children's guide event was held 

o Strengthened night-time patrols : Focused warning signs for drivers to see in areas where wildcats were 

sighted 






