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Thanks to your

support, we have
been able to achieve this

yMurata Line

ccidents involving Iriomote wildcats have increased dramatically since the 2000s. In 2018, nine accidents occurred, the
worst ever. Nighttime traffic on Iriomote Island is increasing year by year, and the potential risk of traffic accidents is increasing year by year.

If the number of tourists increases due to Iriomote Island being registered as a World Heritage Site, it will pose a threat to the island's nature and the wil
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Achievemel

Continuing nighttime patrol activities Nighttime In 2023 , lessons on life with wildcats and teacher training

patrol activities, which have been conducted since 2011, have been continuously sessions were held at Uehara Elementary School, Shirahama Elementary School, and
conducted. In 2023 (April 2023 to March 2024), a Iriomote Elementary School. Field work walking through the habitat of the Iriomote
total of 171 patrols were conducted in two wildcat, observation with automatic cameras, and feces analysis experience have become

sections (North Bank Road and Western Area) standard lesson programs. The teacher training session, which is co-sponsored with the

Taketomi Town Board of Education, was held at Ohara Junior High School.
)

where road accidents involving wildcats frequently

occur. We plan to continue conducting these

patrols in the future.

Photo courtesy of Gendai lgarashi
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Raising awareness at locations where wildcats are frequently

An automatic camera (left) installed at Iriomote Elementary School successfully
8 captured an Iriomote wildcat (right), following on from last year. This is evidence
that the area around the school is stillrich in nature, allowing wildcats to live there.

seen In recent years, a problem with road accidents involving wildcats has been

the appearance of "road-familiar individuals" that repeatedly appear on the road

to eat small animals that have been run over by roads. Even if “road-familiar 5

individuals" are chased away, they Cooperation with the "Iriomote Wildcat Day" (April 15th ) Event We cooperated

continue to appear on the road, so with the "Children's Guide" event held by the Wildlife Conservation Center.
regular patrols are not enough to

keep up. Therefore, LED signs and
flags are erected at locations where

wildcats repeatedly appear on the

road to directly raise awareness for Recenty, we have been working with the Ministry of the Environments Widife
Conservation Center, Taketomi Town's Nature and Tourism Division, park

drivers. Volunteers, and the Iriomote Wildcat Club to carry out awareness-raising activites.

3 Weeding work at points where wildcats are

The guides chosen were fifth graders from Uehara Elementary School who had taken the "Life with Wildcats” class the previous year. They

frequently seen When grass and shrubs grow on the side of the seemed nervous at i, but by the second tme they had become excellent guides f). Tis intative was broadcast on NHK Okinawa's
road, it becomes difficult for drivers to notice a wildcat suddenly B

jumping out. Also, if wildcats have a place to hide, they may As of October 10, there have been zero confirmed traffic
spend more time on the road. Therefore, we focused on accidents in 2024, but complacency is the enemy. Meanwhile, there are worrying
weeding between Urauchi Bridge and Hidate, a place where developments in the issue of overtourism. The Ministry of the Environment and Taketomi
accidents frequently occur. Town are lifting the ban on camping and bonfire tours, which have been prohibited until

now, at nine locations on Iriomote Island's coast. The Yamaneko Patrol has been warning
from early on that this is in contradiction to the Iriomote Island Tourism Management Plan,
which was formulated after the World Heritage Committee pointed out overuse. In addition
to the direct impact on Iriomote cats, sea turtles, and terns, experts have also expressed

concern that in the event of a forest fire, it could have a devastating impact on Iriomote

Island's precious ecosystem. We will continue to closely monitor this issue and make any

Roadside before (left) and after (right) mowing

necessary recommendations

Thank you for your continued support!
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Background on threats to the wild cats of Iriomote: The traffic accidents involving

Iriomote wild cats have increased dramatically since the 2000s. In 2018, nine accidents

occurred, the worst year for road-killed cats ever recorded. With only 100 individuals

making up this small population, each adult and particularly females are very important.

Nighttime traffic on Iriomote Island is increasing every year, and the potential risk of

traffic accidents is an increasing threat to the island’s wildlife, especially to the cats. If

tourism pressure increases now that Iriomote Island is a World Heritage Site, the

island's nature and ecosystems are under threat of overtourism and traffic accidents.

Summary of Achievements (in the past year)

1. Continuation of the nighttime patrol activities

Called locally as “Yamapato,” started in 2011, night patrols have been continuously

conducted to present. In 2023 (April 2023 to March 2024), a total of 171 patrols

were conducted in two sections, Hokugan Road (Norther Coast) and Seibu Area

(Western). Road accidents involving wildcats frequently occur in these two sections.

We plan to continue conducting these patrols regularly.



Raising awareness at locations where wildcats are frequently seen

In the past, when cats see cars or hear people’s voices, they would run away.

However, in recent years, a problem with road accidents involving the endangered

cats has been the appearance of "road-familiar individuals." These are individual

cats that are becoming acclimated to passing cars and people observing them. These

cats are coming out onto the road to eat other small road-kill animals. Even if these

"road-familiar individuals" are chased away, they continue to appear on the road, so

regular patrols are not enough to keep up with so many sightings. Therefore, LED

signs and flags are erected at locations where wild cats repeatedly appear on the road

to directly raise awareness for drivers to slow down when passing these areas. Photo

Caption: Recently, we have been working with the Ministry of the Environment's

Wildlife Conservation Center, Taketomi Town's Nature and Tourism Division, park

volunteers, and the Iriomote Yamaneko Club to carry out awareness-raising

activities.

Weeding work at points where wildcats are frequently seen

When grass and shrubs grow on the side of the road, it becomes difficult for drivers

to notice a wildcat suddenly jumping out when it is dark. Also, if wildcats have a

place to hide close to the road, it is likely they may spend more time on the road.



Therefore, we focused on weeding between Urauchi Bridge and Hidate, a place
where accidents frequently occur. Photo Caption: Roadside before (left) and after
(right) mowing.

In 2023, “Living with the Iriomote Cats” Education Programs and teacher training
Sessions were held at Uehara Elementary School, Shirahama Elementary School, and
Iriomote Elementary School. Field work, walking through the habitat of the Iriomote
cats, observations captured by wildlife cameras and dissecting fecal samples have
become standard lesson programs. The teacher training session, which is co-
sponsored with the Taketomi Town Board of Education, was held at Ohara Junior
High School. Photo Caption: An automatic camera (left) installed at Iriomote
Elementary School successfully captured an Iriomote wildcat (right), the same cat
they have been following since last year. This is evidence that the area around the
school is still rich enough to support the cats living there.

Cooperation with the "Iriomote Wildcat Day" (April 15th ) Event

Yamapato chapter leader cooperated with the "Children's Guide" event held by the
Wildlife Conservation Center, where the youth gave special presentations about the
cats. Photo Caption: The guides chosen were fifth graders from Uehara Elementary

School who had taken the "Life with Wildcats" class the previous year. They seemed



nervous at first, but by the second time they had become excellent guides (left). This

initiative was broadcast on NHK Okinawa's "Okinawa HOTeye" (right).

Remaining Issues: As of October 10, there have been zero confirmed traffic accidents in
2024, but we cannot remain complacent. Meanwhile, there are worrying developments
in overtourism issues on the island. The Ministry of the Environment and Taketomi
Town are lifting the ban on camping and bonfire tours, which have been prohibited until
now, at nine locations on Iriomote Island's coast. The Yamaneko Patrol has been
warning from early on that this is in contradiction to the Iriomote Island Tourism
Management Plan, which was formulated after the World Heritage Committee pointed
out overuse as a threat to the nature on the island. In addition to the direct impact on
Iriomote cats, sea turtles, and terns, experts have also expressed concern that in the
event of a forest fire, it could have a devastating impact on Iriomote Island's precious
ecosystem. We will continue to closely monitor this issue and make any necessary

recommendations.

Thank you for your continued support!
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