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There are currently zero traffic accidents in 2025!

There have been no traffic accidents involving Iriomote cats since the
year before last, and the number of consecutive days without an accident
has exceeded 900 (as of June 10, 2025). This will be the first time

since 1979 or 1980 that a wildcat has gone more than two consecutive

.

years iwithout anaccident, Recently, there have not been many instances of
specific cats appearing on the roads, but with the summer vacation coming
up and traffic volume increasing, we plan to strengthen night patrols and

awareness raising activities.
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Measures to combat overtourism in a state of complete confusion

Starting in March 2025, restrictions were put in place on access to the Hinai
River, Nishida River, Mt. Tedo, Mt. Komi, and the headwaters of the Urauchi
River, which have been designated as specific natural tourtam resources under the Ecotourism
Promotion Act (areas that require particularly strict management to prevent
overtourism). In order to enter these five areas, advance application is now
required on the website. In addition, it is now mandatory to be accompanied by
a guide when entering the Hinai River and Nishida River, and for other fields,

you must either be accompanied by a guide or take a pre-entry course.

So far, no major disruptions have occurred, but there is a risk that
tours will spread to other unregulated areas to avoid the cumbersome access
approval procedures. The Iriomote Island Ecotourism Promotion Council

(whose secretariat is Taketomi Town, and whose members include the

Ministry of the Environment, Okinawa Prefecture, tourism-related businesses,
and NGOs) has set up pass-through counters in the island's fields to grasp
usage at different times of day and to monitor the erosion of the hiking trails, but it

will be necessary to keep a close eye on how usage of the island's fields changes

from now on and what impact this will have on the environment.

Are guide company conveniences prioritized

over preventing overtourism?

While on-site measures against overtourism are finally beginning,
discussions have already begun on revising the overall plan for
promating ecotourism on Iriomote Island. Materials distributed at the
Iriomote Island Ecotourism Promotion Council held in February
2025 promote camping and bonfire tours in the World Heritage Site
as "sustainable tourism content,” and also propose allowing limited
tourism in “protected zones,” which have traditionally been off-limits to
tourism, suggesting that efforts be made to ease restrictions on

overtourism.
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fhe Future of the “Taketomi Town Visitor Tax" (Island Entry Tax)

At the Taketomi Town Council meeting in June 2025, the "Taketomi
Town Visitor Tax Ordinance" was passed, which stipulates that 1,000 yen will
be collected from each person who enters Taketomi Town. Taketomi
[: Town is & local government with a population of approximately 3,600,
but over 800,000 tourists visit its nine inhabited islands, including
Iriomote Island, annually (FY2024). This has led to financial burdens
such as waste disposal and infrastructure development due to the increase

intourists. The island entry tax is 8 new measure to address this issue.

While it is expected to be a source of revenue, the issue is
how to collect it. Since the first consideration of the island entry
tax began, the shipping companies that operate regular ferries to
the Yaeyama Islands have continued to refuse to add the tax to the
shipping fare, so the town is exploring ways to collect it directly.

At the moment, it seems that they are considering setting up
something ke a ticket gate at the port or collecting the tax over the

Internet, but thereis no prospect of this coming to fruition.

Iriomote Wildcat Day 2025

April 15th is Iriomote Wildcat Day, as designated by Taketomi Town ordinance.
2025 marks the 60th anniversary of the discovery of the Iriomote Wildcat. In cooperation
with the Ministry of the Enwironment’s Iriomote Nature Conser vation Office, the Wildcat
Patrol held a photo panel exhibition at two locations: Ishigaki Island and the Iromote Wildlife
Conservation Center

This year, with the support of the JAC Environmental Animal Protection
Foundation, we exhibited newly created photo panels and also revised the Iriomote

wildcat explanatory booklet “Life with Wildcats,” which was created in 2022, and

distributed it to visitors free of charge.
The exhibitionran for two weeks until April 30th, but the two venues were crowded

with many visitors every day, so much so that all 1,000 copies of the booklet * Life with
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Wildcats" that had been produced were sold out before the end of the exhibition.
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Eat “Okinawa Brown Sugar Brownya™ and
support Yamapat's activities! - o

All Hearts Company, which operates bakeries mainly in Nagoya, Aichi Request for donations [

Prefecture, has released "Okinawa Brown Sugar Brown Meow,"

which uses brown sugar from Iriomote Island. The packaging was | Wt Coming oFtis Rimmsh vaatc

season, traffic on the island will increase.

designed by cat illustrator Coony, who participated in last year's

“Iri il & i i i |
Iriomote Wildcat Day" event, and the collaboration with Yamaneko | “Thelssiothasensonyhan ke

appear on the roads more frequently.

Patrol was realized based on a suggestion from Coony. The product will |

be available at Family Mart and other stores nationwide from July, Please donateto continue our awarensss

and a portion of the sales will be donated to the activities of Yamaneko raising activities (approximately

9,000 yen each time) in areas where

Patrol.

inomote wildeats are frequently seen.
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Visit or follow her at https://www.instagram.com/coony_illust/
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