LOI for Brainerd Opportunity Fund

www.brainerd.org/funding/inquiry.php
Organization:  WaterWatch

Project Title:  Little Applegate River Water Right Transfers (aka “Farmers’ Ditch”)

Phone Number: (503) 295-4039, ext. 1 (John DeVoe, Executive Director, primary contact); (541) 826-4399 (Bob Hunter, Staff Attorney, primary staff)

E-mail Address:  john@waterwatch.org ; bob@waterwatch.org


Website URL:   www.waterwatch.org
Requested Amount (in US dollars):  $3000

Funding Required by (date):  3/30/2010

Give a description of your organization’s mission and background.

Since 1985, WaterWatch has pursued a single, clear mission:  to protect and restore flows in Oregon rivers to sustain the native fish, wildlife, and the people who depend on healthy rivers.  WaterWatch was the first organization in the West to seek structural reform of antiquated water laws to protect and restore our rivers.  

Describe the program goals and activities to be supported.

We have an opportunity to finally secure 5.4 cfs of water for the Little Applegate River in southern Oregon, an important anadromous fish stream in the Rogue River basin.

The Applegate Valley has been the center of both pitched environmental battles over forest management, and a quiet watershed restoration revolution.  In the mid-1990’s Jan Perttu of the Applegate River Watershed Council sat down with local ranchers and farmers over endless cups of coffee and proposed a plan to restore flow and fish passage to the Little Applegate River.  The project involved changing irrigation points of diversion to the mainstem Applegate River (which has significantly more water), converting famously leaky 150-year old irrigation ditches to state-of-the-art pipe-and-pump systems, and removing the old irrigation dam.  The project became much more complicated than was originally foreseen.  Personnel changes, neighbor squabbles, personality clashes, and funding complications all threatened to derail completion.  However, several individuals took on new leadership roles; agency and landowner participants persevered; and landowners from a variety of backgrounds became more committed to the conservation ethic of the project.  A group of 14 landowners now have pending applications before the Oregon Water Resources Department to transfer 5.4 cubic feet per second (cfs) of water to an instream water right protecting flows in the Little Applegate River, an important steelhead and salmon spawning stream in the Rogue River Basin.    

At this point, the project is held up because of a lack of funding to complete the instream transfer and the necessary simultaneous completion of stored water right application and certification process needed by the transferring landowners for use of stored water from Applegate Reservoir.  The estimated cost to complete the transfers and stored water right application process is $9000.  The instream transfers are a time limited transfer of 25 years, renewable for 25 year periods in perpetuity so long as stored water is available to provide not less than 80% of the contracted for amount in any one year or less than 90% in two consecutive years.  

The 5.4 cfs that would be transferred instream would be protected to the mouth of the Little Applegate River providing flow connectivity to the Applegate River throughout the summer.  This would constitute a high percentage of the flow in the Little Applegate River during summer months and has a high ecological value. Over 3 cfs of the water transferred has the most senior priority date (1857) securing that water for instream uses even during extreme drought.   All prior grant funding for this project has been dedicated to other needs (e.g. irrigation pipe, power fund, to resolve problems with some of the new pumping facilities), and we are seeking $9000 to pay for these 14 transfers.   We need to implement these transfers before the April 2010 irrigation season.  

Of the $9000, the project team has secured $2000 so far:  $1000 will be contributed from our organization, WaterWatch, and $1000 from the U.S. Forest Service.  We anticipate receiving an additional $3000 from one or a combination of the following:  the Wick Foundation, the U.S. EPA, the U.S. Bureau of Land Management or the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality.  The list of funders for other aspects of the entire Farmer’s Ditch project is enormous (and available upon request).  

We request $3000 from the Brainerd Foundation under its Opportunity Funds program. The $3000 would be used along with other secured funds to pay for title company reports, public notices, a Water Rights Consultant/Certified Water Right Examiner, county Land Use Clearance fees, Oregon Water Resources Department fees, and postage (all necessary to complete the transfers and new stored water right applications.  This work will transfer the points of diversion for 14 irrigators, who will then leave a total of 5.4 cfs in the Little Applegate River - 3.67 cfs of  which has 1857 water rights (the oldest on the river).

WaterWatch has volunteered to be the coordinating organization for the water right transfers.  We have been a supporter of this project since its inception.  This work lies within our area of expertise.  We are a well-respected organization with well-established track record of success. Our southern Oregon staff attorney, Bob Hunter, will be the primary staff person responsible for implementing this project.  His contact information is below.  John DeVoe, WaterWatch’s executive director, will be the primary contact person on this grant (see contact information below). 

Provide the amount you are budgeting to support the organization or project.

Water right transfers (as above):  $9000

Primary Staff:  Bob Hunter, Staff Attorney

Mailing Address:  142 W. Dutton Rd.

City, State: Eagle Point, OR

Zip: 97524

Phone Number:  (541) 826-5569

Primary Contact:  John DeVoe, Executive Director

Mailing Address:  213 SW Ash Street, Suite 208

City, State: Portland, OR

Zip: 97204

Phone Number:  (503) 295-4039

