World Cleanup Day 2023 Report: Bangladesh, Mombasa. Beach Cleaning and Mangrove Planting along the Tudor Creek

Introduction

On September 16, 2023, in Bangladesh, Mombasa, joined the global celebration of World Cleanup Day, an annual event aimed at fostering community engagement and environmental conservation. This year's theme, "The world is set by your example, not your opinion," inspired stakeholders from organizations such as VSO, CMA-CGM, Mizizi Youth Initiative, Aga Khan Foundation, Schools2030, and more. This report provides an objective account of the event, emphasizing the collaborative efforts of participants.

Event Overview

The event commenced with participants gathering at the designated location, Bangladesh grounds. To optimize the cleanup process, attendees were divided into several groups. One group focused on cleaning the local community, while another was tasked with collecting plastics along the creek. The beach cleanup team was led by Clinton Ndege, assisted by Alex Ndeleva. Notably, a few students from St. Mary's School and Consolata participated.

Event Execution

The event started with a brief welcome address, outlining the day's agenda and guidelines. Participants were organized into six groups, each with a designated leader. The beach cleanup phase, focusing on plastic collection, lasted for one hour. Following this, participants shifted their attention to planting mangrove trees along the shoreline, an important ecological endeavor.

The mangrove planting group was skillfully guided by an elderly couple who expertly organized the planting activities. This segment of the event was not only productive but also enjoyable, with participants taking occasional breaks for a refreshing dip in the sea.



[bookmark: _GoBack]Challenges Faced

Participants did encounter some challenges during the event. The scorching sun posed discomfort, and the steep terrain leading to the beach was a physical challenge, particularly for first-time visitors. Additionally, time constraints prompted some pressure from upper management to return promptly.

Conclusion

The World Cleanup Day 2023 event showcased the strength of community involvement and environmental consciousness. Participants, including stakeholders, local schools, and volunteers, came together to make a meaningful impact. Both the plastic cleanup and mangrove planting activities were carried out effectively, contributing to a cleaner and healthier environment.

While challenges were present, the collective dedication of all involved ensured the event's success. As participants cleaned their legs and rejoined the larger group after mangrove planting, a sense of accomplishment and unity prevailed.

We express our gratitude to all participants and organizers who made this event possible. Through action, we set an example, reaffirming our commitment to a cleaner and more sustainable world.
Attendance
	1
	Students
	Teachers
	Youths
	Above 35
	Total

	Male
	85
	4
	185
	46
	320

	Female
	105
	6
	165
	31
	307




