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EVOKATION MAGIC FARMS

FULL PROJECT TITLE:

Educating early for sustainability by building a school community in a farm in the Philippines

(This is my choice among your different titles.  I just added the word “early” since I’m referring to early childhood education.)

PROJECT SUMMARY:

The project will set up a pre-school in a farming community in Mindanao, Philippines.  Local teachers will be trained to enable and empower children through experiential learning so that they can be leaders of change in the future.  The project will integrate early childhood development, parent education, family literacy and livelihood programs.

PROJECT NEED AND BENEFICIARIES:

“If you received the best start in your earliest years of life, you are more likely to have grown healthy, developed language and learning capacities, gone to school and led a productive, rewarding life. Millions of children are not developing to their full potential – solely because they and their caregivers lack the basic conditions needed for young children to survive and thrive.” UNICEF

Many children in rural communities in the Philippines do not have access to education, much more to early childhood education.  The new school in the village of Mambatangan, Mindanao aims to provide early childhood education to children of farmers and their families.  Philippine law mandates that each village (barangay) should have at least one day care center funded out of local government funds.  The location of the proposed school is almost 4 kms. away from the existing day care center which has only one classroom.  The farm where the school will be situated provides a safe, creative environment with excellent opportunities for experiential learning so that children are inspired, enabled and empowered.  Initially, 20 children will have access to schooling, with the hope of expanding the project in the future.

PROJECT ACTIVITIES:

Building the school, training for teachers, transportation for children, setting up of community gardens and work shed for crafts, Internet access, basic teaching and learning resources.

DONATION OPTIONS:

•    $10 can provide one school bag with basic school supplies for one child

•    $15 can provide one nutritious meal to 20 pre-school children in a day

•    $20 can provide for Internet monthly payment for one month connection

•    $35 can provide one big whiteboard with marker pens for one classroom

•    $100 can purchase assorted vegetable seeds for the community garden

•    $200 can provide five sets of tables and chairs for 20 pre-school children

•    $500 can pay for the salary of one qualified pre-school teacher in a month

•    $800 can provide one set of computer with accessories and software

•    $1,000 can share in the cost of training for 2 teachers and 2 teacher-aides

•    $3,000 can provide one-classroom building with library/reading corner and computer room

POTENTIAL LONG-TERM IMPACT:

The project will educate 20 children initially and would expand when the need arises.  It will also provide the children’s parents and other child care providers within their family the proper knowledge to care for their children.  The school can become a model for other farming communities around Mindanao to establish additional early childhood learning centers and to share in giving attention in investing on their children’s future.

PROJECT FUNDING REQUESTED:

The total budget of US $20,000 is proposed.

