PRESTIGE HEALTH CARE TECHNOLOGIES, Ltd.

Featuring CZBioMed Technologies
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Providing Function, Renewing Lives
     Every individual with a disability desires the same three things: A quality life; Freedom to pursue that life, including employment opportunities; Free and open access to the community in which he or she lives.  

 Dr. Chaz Holder (PhD, MD)  1947 - 2002 

Assistive Technology, in the form of artificial limbs has the capability of restoring quality of life to those who have lost a limb, or enhancing the quality of life to those born with a limb deficiency.  By applying a totally new prosthetic technology, the assistive limits and applications of traditional prosthetic technology are transcended.  Not only can amputees benefit, but individuals with intact limbs and facility impairment can experience improved quality of life as well.
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Additional products will be made available by the Spring of 2004, to assist individuals working in Hazardous situations, including land mine clearance work.
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Arden Norvold, Co-Director of 

 Kids First Education Project in Vietnam writes 

“The first young boy,Giang, has been missing his arm for several years due to a landmine accident.  His mother accompanied him to the school for the fitting and you could see the excitement in her eyes.  It only took me 10 minutes to place the upper limb prostheses in the correct position for Giang.  He smiled at his mother, reached over and picked up a piece of paper on the school desk, then proceeded to the blackboard to print his name clearly.  It is hard for me to communicate my feelings at that moment or the feelings of all those present in that room.  To see this in person was a miracle; there was not a dry eye in that room.

Your research/design of an affordable, quality and functioning upper limb prostheses has changed six children’s lives right before my eyes.  These children are now able to better function in their daily lives and in their community because of your help.

Thank you again for the positive future you are giving to so many amputees.”

SOCKETLESS PROSTHETIC TECHNOLOGY
It has long been recognized that the limiting factor in prosthetic construction is the socket.  Casting and molding make a socket expensive in both time and financial resources.  Any changes in the residual limb, as in: growth, weight gain or loss, limb maturation etc., may render a prosthesis useless because the socket will no longer fit.  A socket often requires frequent follow-ups, an added difficulty for amputees who need to travel to a distant community for their prosthetic care.  Assurance of successful prosthetic outcome is extremely important when fitting geriatric, and pediatric populations whose limb changes may render a socket useless in a matter of months.  Weighing less than 50% of a standard socket system CZBioMed Socketless prosthetic technology preserves the wearer’s energy for the desired task, not for moving the socket.  Heat transfer is enabled, reducing daily discomfort and secondary skin break down.

Hundreds of amputees worldwide have received a Below-the-Elbow artificial limb employing Socketless prosthetic technology.  In February of 2000, 188 amputees in Sierra Leone West Africa were fitted in only eight days.  Pediatric amputees in the US, Vietnam, and Sierra Leone have received these limb systems as well as adults, both unilateral and bilateral.  In Canada only adults have been fitted to date.  The first upper extremity limb was fit in Afghanistan in May 2002, as a preliminary step to a larger limb mission.   Prestige Health’s CZBioMed division is working with a number of International Aid agencies to develop a technology transfer model with the intent to establish an autonomous prosthetic infrastructure utilizing this technology in Afghanistan, and up to eight more countries over the next three years.  Initiating Project Reginald the first pair of Below-Elbow Socketless limbs were carried to Haiti in June 2002.

Benefits of Socketless Prosthetic Technology by CZBioMed include 
	
	Socketless by CZBioMed
	Socket

	Light weight
	YES
	No

	Allows heat transfer
	YES
	No

	Can be worn while swimming
	YES
	Sometimes

	Number appointments to fit
	1
	3  +

	Time to fit
	30 – 60 minutes
	13 hours +

	Equipment needed to fit
	A screwdriver
	Full lab

	Continued use after residual limb change
	YES
	No

	Fitting as a don/doff IPOP
	YES, 2-3 days post surgical
	No

	Can be fit over a partial or injured hand
	YES
	No


For further information please contact Ruth Clark at                    Prestige Health Care Technologies

	
	859 Battle Street

Kamloops, B.C.  Canada   V2C 2M7

Phone  (250) 314-1849


www.czbiomed.md    info@czbiomed.md    www.fashionmagic.bc.ca
Colton with his "draw draw" hand.  Colton attends Therapeutic riding, grooming the horses and holding the reigns with his left hand





Giang, student attending "Kids First" School, Vietnam





 Dr. Chaz Holder, pictured with Colton Graf age 3 (born with a partial left hand)
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