Ashraya Site Crèches 

Project Needs and Beneficiaries

Construction sites are widely present in rapidly expanding urban area like Bangalore. Those sites often relay on unqualified and temporary recruited work-force composed by men and women coming from rural areas (sometimes from other states) that, due to their extreme poverty, temporarily move the whole family to town in order to be able to be employed in the construction work. Due to their poor economical conditions, these families often live on the construction sites themselves, in tents and other temporary shelters. Children, in such difficult conditions, lack any basic facility and especially small children are more exposed to the dangers of a construction site. Site crèches aid in providing a safe and healthy environment for children to grow, study and develop to the best of their potentials.

Currently, we have three crèches in Bangalore City, run in conjunction with the constructors. A total of about 130 children are in the crèches.

Activities

· Basic education is being imparted to the children. Younger children are taught the alphabet, rhymes and numbers. Older children are imparted education depending on their skill level.

· The children are provided an afternoon meal (vegetarian) and evening snack along with a glass of milk each.

· There is a lot of emphasis on art and craft. Dance and music also play an important part in the day-to-day activities of the crèche.

· Each crèche has 3-4 staff depending on the strength of the crèche. Vegetables and fruits are bought daily and food is cooked fresh on the premises everyday. 

· Every month, a doctor visits the crèches for routine check-up of the children.

Funding Information

The constructors provide the building infrastructure, electricity and LPG for the crèches. It costs Ashraya about Rs.15,000 – Rs.20,000 a month per crèche – for salary of the staff, food expenses, education materials and doctor’s fees. 

From GlobalGrandparenting.com and GlobalGiving.com, our target would be funding for one crèche for a year. 

Additional Documentation


Nil

Resources

The Ashraya website is www.nriol.com/ashraya. 

Why this project is important

Long Term Impact

Support to the education of first generation learners, through the Neelbagh school or through the site crèches, will trigger long term dynamics since parents will clearly see how important is to provide basic education to their children, and also because the children themselves will be more determined in providing education to their own children once they become adults. 

The site crèches, in addition to providing basic safety to children, serves as a place that encourages the girl child to continue doing things that other male children her age do. If the girl child was to remain at home instead of attending the crèche, she would invariably be made to do all the household chores such as cooking, washing and housekeeping. And, if there were younger ones in the home, the girl child would have to take on the added responsibility of being the babysitter.  So, in short, the site crèche, does not just provide the girl child with education, but also allows the child to remain a child for a little longer. As with all Ashraya’s projects, there is no discrimination on the basis of religions, castes and ethnic minorities. All parents who wish to admit their children in the crèches are welcome and encouraged to pass on the word to their friends and families. Many of the children in the crèches are from families of migrant labourers, who have come to Bangalore from remote places in North India. Very often, several of these children are not exposed to languages other than their own mother tongues. They face linguistic barriers, and the site crèches help them relate and adjust to life in the city.

We constantly encourage the parents (via counselling) to send their children to “regular” schools in the area. It is heartening to note that several of the younger ones are being admitted to Government and private schools. Deserving candidates are also admitted into Neelbagh (our residential school) once we get the parents on board. 

Who is running this project

Organisation:

Ashraya,

Jawan’s Quarters, BDA Park,

Double Road, Indiranagar Stage I, 

Bangalore – 560038.

Contact Person

Mrs. Nomita Chandy,

Secretary, Ashraya.

Email: ashchild@airtelmail.in
Phone: 080-25251929

Where this project is located


There are three crèches in Bangalore city limits – Yelahanka, Siddapura and Shivaji Nagar. Talks are on with constructors regarding the fourth crèche.  

