PROJECT: TO READ WITH ALL YOUR SENSES.
SECOND STAGE.

BACKGROUND:
The literacy project we have developed at The Circle of Women, has had a positive impact on the overall development of the 27 indigenous Mixteca women from Miramar who have participated over a four year time frame. Among the most important are the following:
1. 70% of participating women were able to learn to read and write both Spanish and Mixtec.
2. 100% of the participants developed an artistic ability through graphic expression and the production of dolls, designed by them and executed entirely by hand.
3. 100% of the participants developed their personal confidence, ability to collaborate in the group and ability to express their thoughts both verbally and written.
4. We have over 200 drawings as a result of the workshops.
5. We have 26 stories of dolls and various collective stories written entirely by women participants.
6. We have created an original working method, which encourages expressive and writing ability. This method can be used in different contexts.
7. We have a manual written about how to use our method.

From these results, we see it necessary to continue and expand our method to support the growth of many more adult indigenous women. In the Mixteca region, the highest illiteracy rate is for women who also suffer from discrimination and at the same time more are more and more frequently becoming heads of households. Therefore the learning to read and write bilingually is a way of respecting their culture and at the same time broadens their opportunities for communication and work. Moreover, an increasing number of women migrate to the United States, with the intention of supporting their families, but cannot read or write, which makes them even more vulnerable to discrimination and poverty.

Objectives:

 ·To extend our range of action to more communities in the Mixteca region. Increase the training of bilingual teachers.

 ·To create a solid group of bilingual teachers that could give continuity to the program.

 ·To share our methodology with organizations in Mexico and in the United States which are working on bilingual education, literacy issues and training of teachers.

 ·To publish all the educational materials, as an interactive multimedia program, for the massive distribution of the method " To Read With All Your Senses. "
