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 Association for Social and Environmental Development
Young green crusaders to protect Kolkata’s biodiversity
Project Methodology
Government schools in Kolkata, India which cater to children of low income families, will be approached with the idea of the Green Crusader Camp. Schools that are interested in the concept will be requested to sign up 25 children from middle-school on a first come, first served basis. The camps will be of 3 days duration with a follow up after 6 months. They will be conducted during school holidays or over a weekend and an additional school day, if the school is agreeable. 3 camps will be held in each school with a maximum of 10 ten schools.
Camp Schedule

Day 1

8.30 am to 12.30 pm. 

The participants will assemble at the venue, register for the camp and will be briefed about the camp proceedings. Slide illustrated talk on the Biodiversity of Kolkata. Interactive discussions on nature conservation, interdependence in nature and the food web, the issue of climate change and its implications, what the participants can do to arrest climate change. Each participant will be given a Nature Study Kit consisting of a booklet on the Biodiversity of Kolkata and its protection, information about useful books that can be consulted, a notebook, pencil and a backpack with a nature conservation message. They will be given nutritious, organic food and drink.

Day  2

7.30 am to 12.30 pm. 

The participants will be taken on a nature trail in an area of rich biodiversity interest in close vicinity of Kolkata city. They will be introduced to the wide variety of flora and fauna and given the basic training in identification of some of the groups of plants and animals.  This hands-on experience would have a positive impact in increasing their thirst for knowledge to learn about living organisms that they share their surroundings with.  Nature games will be played. They will be given nutritious, organic food and drink.
Day 3

8.30 am to 12.30 pm. 

The students will discuss their field experience. They will draw up plans to protect the biodiversity in the location of their school and homes. They will be given nutritious, organic food and drink.

6 months later a follow up session with be conducted with the participants to find out what progress they have made and what further assistance is needed.

This group of participants will be kept in the loop of ASED’s regular public events and special events for schools so that they can participate in these. 
In each Government school, 3 Green Crusader Camps with follow up will be held. A different group of students will be taken for each camp. This series of 3 camps will be held in 10 schools over a period of 3 years. In all 30 camps will be held.

Project Budget

Cost of one Green Crusader Camp            $1500
Cost of 30 Green Crusader Camps             $ 45,000
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