Global Giving: New Rescue Vehicle to save more Wildlife and their habitats in Kwale County, Kenya
Summary 
Colobus Conservation has been rescuing and rehabilitating the monkeys, and wildlife, of Diani, Kenya for over 25 years.  This includes the Angolan Colobus Monkey, which is listed as Vulnerable on the IUCN Red List, and therefore the need to protect, rehabilitate, and successfully hand-rear orphaned infants is so important. 

Tragically the need for our work has intensified over the years, due to increased development and increased vehicle traffic, with monkeys crossing the road becoming at greater risk of road injuries and mortalities.  During the dry seasons the numbers of individuals being hit by vehicles increases, as this is the time of reduced food availability so the monkeys need to increase their foraging areas and subsequently cross the road more often in search for food, water and sleeping sites. 

On average 55 monkeys are hit by vehicles each year while crossing the nine kilometer stretch of road through the area.

To meet demands Colobus Conservation has had to broaden its’ programs, and rescue operations, focusing on habitat conservation, community linkages, people/primate conflict management, education and eco-tourism awareness. Full details of our activities can be found on our website www.colobusconservation.org.
One such innovation, which is globally recognized as an important aid for helping the survival of the monkeys, are our Colobridges. These are aerial suspension bridges providing safe road crossings.  The bridges continue to be maintained by our team on a weekly basis to make sure that they do not have damage or rust and that the support poles are steady. This guarantees the safety of the monkeys using the bridges and pedestrians and vehicles travelling along the road.
Protecting and rescuing Diani’s colobus is critically important because they are the the only remaining population in East Africa, and we are the only organization doing it.  
Challenge
To carry out all of the conservation work in Diani, we have one vehicle. This vehicle is constantly in use carrying materials to insulate power lines to prevent monkey electrocutions, maintaining our colobridges to prevent road traffic accidents, attending the many wildlife rescue calls we receive each week, and delivering trees for our reforestation projects . 
The development and population growth in the area has significantly added  pressure on the wildlife who live here, and forced the need for our work to extend beyond Diani to communities living adjacent to the colobus forests. The vehicle we currently use is no longer fit for this purpose. It is old and requiring constant repairs, resulting in the organization without a vehicle at critical times and spending valuable rescue funds to repair it. 
And without a vehicle Colobus Conservation will not be able to protect and save the monkeys, and wildlife, who desperately need us when they are sick, injured and frightened.
 
Solution
The purchase of a new vehicle is critical to Colobus Conservation’s work. It will ensure we can support the communities that rely on the ecosystem services from forests, while protecting the threatened colobus monkey, and other primates, as well as other forest-dependent wildlife.
Long-Term Impact 
Through the provision of a new vehicle, the population of the Angolan Colobus Monkeys will be protected and preserved, resulting in the sustainment of the species.  Additionally, the expansion of our operations  will provide resilience against climate change for the local communities due to the increase in the indigenous trees we will be able to supply supporting in the restoration of the forest landscape. This precious area provides the community with eco-system services such as rain, pollinators, and protection from soil erosion - restoring the forest landscape in Kwale will save this biodiversity hotspot, which benefits the community and also conserves the gene flow of forest dependent species such as the vulnerable Angolan Colobus Monkey. 

