
Enabling underprivileged youth 

to become thriving actors 

of the digital world. 

OUR MISSION IN CAMBODIA, 

MADAGASCAR, THE PHILIPPINES & 

VIETNAM



2

ABOUT US

Passerelles Numériques is a French non-

profit organization, created in 2005, 

working in Cambodia, the Philippines, 

Vietnam and Madagascar.
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INCLUSIVE TECHNOLOGY

We unlock the potential of underprivileged youth by 

empowering them with innovative education in key digital and 

soft employability skills.

OUR GOAL

Our goal is that each student finds a quality job aligned with 

local tech market needs, allowing them and their families to 

escape poverty in a sustainable way and contribute to the 

social and economic development of their country.

OUR MISSION

89%
of our students come 

from rural areas

Alumni send back 

30%
of their salary to support their 

families
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Passerelles Numériques contributes 

directly to make 6 of the 17 Sustainable 

Development Goals a reality. 

OUR GLOBAL IMPACT

+2,600
alumni

+12,000
people lifted
from poverty

Since 2005, 
WE CONTRIBUTE TO THE SDGs

More than half of our alumni are young women.  

More than 50% of our students are young women.



Selection 
process

Fair & rigorous

Information session, 

written exam, 

motivation, interview, 

social investigation

OUR FUNDAMENTALS

Academic Training 

& Professional Life Training
IT skills, Professional & soft skills

IT courses, Communication, team work, self 

confidence, On-the-job-training, practical 

skills,... 

Developmental Activities
Personal development, 

& center life

housing, medical and health care, moral & 

educational support, extra-curricular 

activities… 

Guidance to

employment
Close support & follow up;

internship and job search 

support from our External 

Relations team, alumni 

network, and PN’s partners.

From their selection, the first day of school, until graduation, and their first job, we support each of our students on their journey. We 

assure that our training programmes align with current and future market needs to ensure an up-to-date and high quality 

training.

A quality job, 

for life



OUR MISSION IN CAMBODIA

Launched in 2005 in Phnom 

Penh, Passerelles Numériques

Cambodia (PNC); previously 

known as CIST, offers a 2 year IT 

training program based on a 

holistic educative approach 

including technical and soft skills, 

and a personal development 

program.

Our students come from 

different remote areas. 



CAMBODIA CONTEXT

Financial difficulties continue to be a barrier for 

high school graduates to pursue their higher 

education in Cambodia. 

60% of the working poor population survives with 

less than $3 USD a day. In consequence, many 

young Cambodians must drop their studies, move 

to neighboring countries, and end up working in 

very difficult conditions to send some money 

home. 

77% of the population lives in rural areas and 

49% is under 25. Most secondary education is 

provided on a fee-paying basis, and is therefore 

inaccessible to most students, especially in 

rural areas.





OUR IMPACT IN CAMBODIA

SINCE 2005

149 students 
are currently trained in 

our center. 

New group of 

75 students 
will join the center in 

December 2023. 

1691
graduates

388 USD the graduate’s 

average monthly wage
(average family income before joining PNC 

is 50 USD)

100%
of graduates are 

employed within 3 

months of graduation

98%
of our graduates work in 

the IT sector 



OUR MISSION IN THE PHILIPPINES

Launched in 2009 in Cebu, 
Passerelles numériques Philippines 
(PNPh) offers a 2.5 year IT training 
program based on a holistic 
educative approach including 
technical and soft skills, and a 
personal development program.

Our students come from the 
poorest regions of Visayas and 
Mindanao. These geopolitical 
divisions form part of the priority 
areas for economic growth and 
development.



PHILIPPINES CONTEXT

According the Philippine Statistics 
Authority, the Philippines has experienced 
a high unemployment rate of 4.3% in 
December 2022 and a rise in the poverty 
rate with over 5.6 million Filipino 
families living in poverty with less than 3 
USD per day or equivalent to 27% of the 
Philippine population.

Among the total unemployed, the young 
age group (15 to 24 years) comprised 
44.6%.

The revenue gap between the richest and 
the poorest remains as one of the world’s 
largest.





OUR IMPACT IN THE PHILIPPINES

SINCE 2009

159 students 
are currently trained in 

our center. 

New batch of 

70 students
will join the center in 

August 2023. 

646
graduates

555 USD the graduate’s average 

monthly wage
(average family income before joining 

PNPh is 181 USD)

100%
of graduates are 

employed within 3 

months of graduation

89%
of our graduates work in 

the IT sector 



OUR MISSION IN VIETNAM

Launched in 2010 in Da Nang,

Passerelles Numériques Vietnam 

(PNV) offers a 3 year IT training 

program based on a holistic 

educative approach including 

technical and soft skills, and a 

personal development program.

Our students come from 

different remote areas, 

and some come from ethnic 

minorities. 



VIETNAM CONTEXT

The UNDP report recorded in April 2020 shows 

that the proportion of households living below the 

poverty line increased from 11.3% to 50.7% due to 

the COVID pandemic. 

With 55.5% of Vietnam’s population under 35 

years old, today’s generation has the best chance 

to end poverty and serve as an engine for the 

global fight against inequality. 

Yet despite efforts to eradicate poverty in the 

country, over 50% of young adults aged 16 to 

20 still lack access to education.





OUR IMPACT IN VIETNAM

SINCE 2010

129 students 
are currently trained in 

our center. 

New batch of scholars of

~50 students
will join the center in 

November 2023. 

462
graduates

446 USD is the graduate’s 

average monthly wage
(average family income before joining PNV 

is 53 USD)

95%
of graduates are 

employed within 3 

months of graduation

92%
of our graduates work in 

the IT sector 



OUR MISSION IN MADAGASCAR

Launched in 2022 in Antananarivo, 

Passerelles Numériques

Madagascar (PNM) offers a one-

year preparatory training

between the end of high-school 

and higher studies. It is based on 

a holistic educational approach, 

combining key technical 

competences, soft-skills, and a 

personal development program.

Our students come from 9 

different provinces of the island. 



MADAGASCAR CONTEXT

Madagascar is one of the five poorest 

countries in the world, with 76% of its 

population living below the extreme poverty 

line and only 11% of the Malagasy population 

holding a formal job. Two-thirds of the population 

is under 25 years old, and 500,000 young people 

enter the labour market each year. The enrolment 

rate is 76% in primary education, 27% in 

secondary education and drops to 13% for higher 

education. Children enter the labour market at a 

very low age (in 2018 41% of 5- and 11-year-olds 

were participating, 36% of which were involved in 

economic activities). 

7500 profiles are needed each year to meet the 

needs of the digital sector, while only 700 

students are trained annually.





OUR IMPACT IN MADAGASCAR



STORIES

After studying at PNC for almost a half year, I have 
noticed that I have changed my mindset. My 
dreams got bigger.

After graduating from PNC, I would love to 
continue my studying as well as working to gain 
more experience at the same time. And I also 
dream to contribute what I have learned from PNC 
and University into my community as well. 

I have no doubt that PNC is the right place to change 
underprivileged youths’ lives to be better.

Chhim Sopheak, PNC class of 2023

“I applied to PNV with a belief that only PNV would 
provide me with a gateway to a qualified job, and a 
better life.  Today I'm sharing with you my 
achievement. Not only have I just graduated after 3 
years of intensive training, but I also got a job at an 
Australian bank two months before graduation. My 
salary now is more than 4 times Vietnam’s statutory 
minimum wage per month in 2022. I'm proud of 
myself, and I'm sure my parents are, too."

Hồ Thị Hươu, PNV class of 2022, a Van Kieu 
ethnic minority, from a rural area and an 
underprivileged family in Quảng Trị. 

“

“
“

“
“I'd like to express my gratitude for the opportunity that has 
been provided to me. I'm glad I became a member of the PN 
family. It was a gift that enabled me to further my education. I
have accomplished much of what I never thought possible 
during the first and second
semesters in spending almost 2 years, thanks to PN assistance. 
I am proud to say that I
worked hard to get where I am, but I could not have 
completed it without PN. We're almost
there, on the verge of our success. (...)
I hope that more underprivileged students will benefit from the 
scholarship that you (PN)
provide. And we hope that you will never stop supporting 
those students who have aspired
to success and a way out of poverty.”

Shakera Joy, PNPh, class of 2023

“I will not give up and I will continue in digital until I become 
a network administrator.
Thanks to PN team, I learned a lot and I was able to 
integrate companies and a good training.”

Nicolas, 1st promotion, from Tamatave, currently 
following a bachelor’s degree in HEI. 



World Bank Digital Skills Innovation 
Awardee 2021

MIT Solve Global Challenges finalist in 
2017 and 2021

Fondation RAJA Women’s Awardee 

Thank You! 



CONTACT

Karyn Mikkelsen-Tillet, Global Director Partnerships & 
Communication

karyn.mikkelsen-tillet@passerellesnumeriques.org

https://www.linkedin.com/company/passerellesnum-riques/
https://twitter.com/passerellesnume
https://www.facebook.com/passerelles.numeriques
https://www.youtube.com/user/PasserellesNumerique
https://www.instagram.com/passerellesnumeriques/
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