About Rwenena Peace Summit III, held in January 2024
I'm delighted to report that the third Peace Summit of Rwenena was a great success! What set it apart from the previous two summits (2019, 2021) was the presence of officials and leaders on the local, territorial, and now, provincial levels. You can find a list of attendee affiliations in the attached document. 
 As a testament to their community-led approach, representatives of Rwenena addressed these otherwise inaccessible authorities not only about security and other challenges they face but also positive developments. In response, constructive dialogue, solutions, and pledges emerged.

Security 
· Local leaders (“chiefs”) warned that some territorial, ethnic-based leaders based in other areas veer toward so-called tribalism for their own self-serving interests, which may include asserting dominance over other groups. The Rwenena authorities made recommendations for gaining greater control in the interest of peace. 
· Outsiders from the neighboring nation of Burundi (as well as other areas of DRC) can cause disruption in Rwenena, especially with cattle thefts. To alleviate these threats, names of all non-residents of Rwenena who enter the community will be reported to the chiefs. They, in turn, will meet monthly with the border authority to discuss security.

Economics
· A representative of the Provincial Minister of Economy and Finance, along with the Chief of the Division of Small and Medium Enterprises, both expressed support for Rwenena’s entrepreneurial women and encouraged expansion. 
· Through their Village Savings and Loan Associations and diversification, money is replacing the bartering system for an easier exchange of diverse services. 
· In direct response to women’s lobbying at the summit, the border authority reduced the high fees required as they cross into Burundi to conduct business. 
· Women also spoke out against the high taxes imposed on agricultural products – including seeds. The provincial representative of the Ministry of Economy and Finance pledged to take the matter to the Central Ministry in Kinshasa.

Health and nutrition
· The women advocated that the cultivation of vegetables be promoted for their nutritional value. Among other benefits, the addition of iron in the diet can help prevent anemia, a longstanding health issue.  

Conclusion
By the end of the 3-day summit, pledges and actions from critical ministries were in place. Project leader and senior technical advisor Jean Marie RUHANAMIRINDI deemed the summit “a positive transformation between authorities and the Rwenena community”. 
· 
For end:
Jean Marie had observed before the summit that many provincial-level authorities were unfamiliar with Rwenena due to its isolating distance of more than 4 miles from the main road. “Why should we bother with a sub-par community?!” they mused. 

But 3 days later, the authorities praised Rwenena’s peace summit initiative while promising support for women’s economic activities. They also recommended that all participants become ambassadors for social peace and for the development of businesses initiated by women. These two components – Peace and security, and Women’s economic development – are the drivers behind our activity here on GlobalGiving.

Thank you to all who have supported our work. The summit could not have occurred without your generosity. 

Our next endeavor is to fund a newly conceived women’s enterprise in Rwenena, from which more women can benefit. We have collected $4000 to date and need an additional $2000 to make it a reality. 

If you are reading this on or before April 8, every donation of up to $50 will be matched by 50% by GlobalGiving. Matching funds expire quickly, so please mark your calendars now. Otherwise, donations are welcome at any time.


