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Summer Arts Camp for AIDS Orphans 2010

"It is easier to build strong children than to repair broken men."   

Frederick Douglass (1817 ~ 1895) famed abolitionist, friend and advisor to Abraham Lincoln 

Summer Arts Camp will provide 8 weeks (43 camp days) of fun and  friendship to 100 orphaned  children   with HIV/AIDS in Phnom Penh, Cambodia’s capital city.  Children from two Catholic AIDS hospices and the Phnom Penh Municipal Orphanage will participate in the Camp which will be held at Kasumisou Foundation’s  Apsara Arts Association Dance School. 

There are few activities  in Cambodia for children during the summer vacation.  The lack of activities leaves  orphaned children  to  sit idle in the walled  compounds where they live.  There is no TV or Cable TV to watch, no computer or games, or CD players.                              There is only the occasional DVD to watch or informal activities that the children  can  organize themselves.
Our Summer Arts Camp accomplishes four  important goals:

1)  Orphaned children  are given 8 weeks of  fun, friendship  and  activity .

2)  Campers  learn  pride of culture by their direct  participation in  Cambodia’s rich heritage of dance and music.

3)  Children build self esteem,  self discipline and life skills in a safe environment. 
4)  Children meet,  get to know and are taught by  peer role models: the  senior students  from Apsara Arts Assn. Dance school, most of  whom  are also   from disadvantaged backgrounds of poverty, HIV and abandonment.

In the late 1990’s, most of these children would have been abandoned and left to fend for themselves after loosing their parents. Over these past 10 years various Catholic and other organizations have taken the responsibility for children orphaned by HIV/AIDS,  some by aiding in the adoption of children who did not have HIV and / or  by taking on responsibility for the long term care of the children who were HIV positive. Under Cambodian law, children with HIV / AIDS may not be placed for adoption within Cambodia or internationally. Consequently, these children will spend their entire childhood in  a group home or custodial care. 
Although these children  now have access to public education, as parents and siblings, we know that public education simply is not  comparable to the more comprehensive education that children in a home environment may receive. Additionally, these children live a very modest lifestyle with essentials such as basic food and shelter provided  but with  few “ extra” luxuries such as snacks, TV, computers  and summer camps.
After working for more than 10 years with children who are victims of  HIV/AIDS, we have set a goal to try help them to  break free of the vicious cycle of extreme poverty and the exploitation  that often accompanies extreme poverty. One tool that we use is to emphasize educational achievement and exposure to successful peers. 
Dance & music teach self esteem and build life skills that  will help to  prevent future exploitation.
Exposure to successful peers and encouragement  to strive for academic excellence is key to breaking the cycle of poverty and exploitation that AIDS orphans often face. The self discipline and self esteem that the children will develop during Camp activities will help them to enter the world on a firmer footing and help to  protect  them from  exploitation as they become independent. .

Education can break  the poverty cycle! Our long  term view stressing education and self esteem is key to helping children  break out of  the poverty cycle.   Our program aims to build strong children so they  will not end up as broken men and women. Won’t you please join our efforts? Our total camp budget is below. The cost is just  $ 2.00 per child per day. 
Kasumisou Foundation     P.O. Box 837    Menlo Park, Ca.     94025     U.S.A.

www.kasumisou-foundation.info
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