A FAIR START FOR EVERY KID
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TE AUD ROMANIA

In the heart of Suceava, atootball field has become a sanctuary of hope and resilience,
thanks to a remarkable coach from Mariupol. His journey to Romania is a tale of
personal trials and triumphs, shaped by the harsh redlities of occupation and war. Yet,

from this painful experience, he has forged a noble purpose.

Fleeing his homeland, the coach arrived in Romania with a heavy heart but a
determined spirit. He found solace and a sense of belonging through volunteering with
children, using football as a bridge to connect with his new community and heal from his
own fraumas. For the past three years, he has tirelessly organized sports activities on the
local field, playing a pivotal role in the integration and harmonious development of

young minds.

His story is a testament to the power of resilience and the impact one individual can
have on the lives of many. Through football, he offers children a way to overcome their
own challenges, helping them adapt more easily to the changes in their lives. His
dedication to these activities is driven by a deep-seated belief in the transformative

power of sport.

What keeps him motivated to continue working with children?@ The coach finds immense
joy in witnessing the positive changes that football brings to the lives of around 40
children he works with weekly. The feedback from parents and children fuels his
confidence, and for him, football is not just a game but a form of emotional and social

rehabilitation.

When asked about the integration of Ukrainian children into the Suceava community, he
speaks passionately about the role of sports and friendly matches in combating
isolation. He has organized numerous activities and friendly games, creating significant
connections between Ukrainian children and the local community. These moments of
camaraderie and teamwork have been instrumental in fostering a sense of belonging

and unity.
The coach's inspiring journey from Mariupol to Suceava

highlights how, even in the face of suffering, one can find

ways to help others and make a meaningful difference.

His unwavering commitment to the children and the community stands as a beacon of
hope and resilience, showing that through dedication and love, we can overcome even

the most daunting challenges.
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